~GRACE TRUTH
. INW/_’ NE ISSUE13 ;

i “Bellgve in the Lnr.:. | k&
4 ad your household. _. /] .



=
&
TRINITY BAPTIST CHURCH

Editor’s Desk

We welcome you to read and profit from

‘Grace & Truth’, a publication of Trinity
Baptist Church, Nairobi. We believe there
is a very great need for serious Biblical
literature to be produced in our country

of Kenya. We trust your soul will be fed
and that you will be challenged from the
Word of God. We welcome feedback from
you by letter, phone or email. Please also
Visit us on the web at: www.trinity.or.ke

Murungi lgweta

Cover: The text on the cover, from Acts
16:31 urges us to know what to do with
Jesus — believe in Him. Jesus, being
Lord, we should believe in him for our
salvation. We must fully trust him for our
justification. He is the only Redeemer of
God’s elect, and being the eternal Son of
God, He became Man and so was an
continues to be, God and Man in two
distinct natures and one person forever.

No. 137 2024
Contents

2 Editorial: Love to Christ

The mystery is revealed!
Ephesians 3:1-6

The London Baptist Confession
of Faith of 1689: Chapter 8

19  Christ our Prophet

God’s covenant dealings with

23 Adam, before and after the Fall

The Mediator of the New
32
Covenant:

38 The Sacrifice of Christ

43  Catechism on Christ

Common Question #18: Is Jesus

5 God?

Covenant Theology and the

48 history of God’s people
Administration of the

53  Ordinances (1): The Lord’s
Supper

Trouble-Shooting Marital

60 Problems: Finances

67 My Salvation Story

68 News & Reports

Doxology — Jesus true and better

70 Adam (Hymn)

All Scripture quotations are taken

from the English Standard

Version (ESV) of the Bible, unless otherwise
stated.




EDITORIAL: LOVE JESUS CHRIST!

Thomas Vincent

Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not now see him, you believe in
him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, obtaining the
outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls. (I Peter 1:8-9).

The life of Christianity consists very much in our love unto Christ. Without love
unto Christ, we are as much without spiritual life as a carcass, when the soul is fled
from it, is without natural life. Faith without love to Christ is a dead faith; and a
Christian without love to Christ is a dead Christian, dead in sins and trespasses.
Without love to Christ, we may have the name of Christians, but we are wholly
without the nature; we may have the form of godliness, but are wholly without the
power. “Give me thine heart” is the language of God to all the children of men (Pro
23:26); and “Give Me thy love” is the language of Christ unto all His disciples.

The apostle takes occasion in the text to speak of their love that they did bear unto
this Jesus Christ, and of that unspeakable and glorious joy which results from
believing in Him, although they had no sight of Him, which no trouble or affliction
could overwhelm or hinder. “Whom having not seen ye love; in whom, though
now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with joy unspeakable and full of
glory.” Hence observe,

This Jesus Christ, Whom they love, is the eternal Son of God, the second person
in the glorious Trinity, Who in time assumed our human nature, clothed Himself
with our mortal flesh, lived like a servant in a mean condition, died like a
malefactor the cursed death of the cross—and all for our sakes, for our sins. He
rose again the third day for our justification, ascended up into heaven after forty
days, and there is set down at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty on high
to make intercession for us, and to make preparation there for our reception into
the glorious mansions and eternal habitations that are in the Father’s house. He is
called “Jesus,” from a Hebrew word that signifies 7o save because “he shall save
his people from their sins” (Mat 1:21). He is called “Christ,” from the Greek word
chrio, which signifies to anoint, He being anointed by the Father with the Spirit
and with power to be Mediator between God and man, to be the great Prophet,
Priest, and King of the Church.

1 THOMAS VINCENT (1634-1678) was a gifted English Puritan minister and author from Hertford, England.
He, along with many Puritan preachers were ejected from the Anglican Church in 1662 under the Uniformity Act. Later
he gathered a large congregation at Hoxton.




This Jesus Christ Christians have not seen with the eye of sense. Indeed, some
Christians in the primitive times, as the apostles who were of His family and other
disciples who conversed with Him frequently, did see Christ with the eye of sense
— but it was in His state of humiliation, when He was here upon the earth, not in
His state of exaltation now [that] He is in heaven. Yet some have seen Christ after
His ascension, namely, Paul at his conversion, and Stephen, the first martyr,
before he died. But none have had a perfect sight with bodily eyes of the glory
that is upon Christ’s body, the luster of which is so great that none can behold it
in this state of weakness and imperfection and live. But whatever sight some
Christians have had formerly, no Christians now have a sight of Christ’s person.
They have heard of Him with the hearing of the ear, but they have not seen
Him with the seeing of the eye. They have seen representations of Christ in
the sacrament, but they have never seen His person that is represented. They have
seen His image upon their fellow Christians, but they have not seen the original
from Whom this image has been drawn. Some Christians have been in Judea and
seen the place where the Lord lived, and at Jerusalem and seen the place where
the Lord died, and visited the place of His sepulcher, where the Lord for a time
did lie, and they have seen the mount whence the Lord ascended. But no
Christians now alive have been in Jerusalem and on Mount Zion that are above,
to see where the Lord now is in His glory. It is this Jesus Christ Whom Christians
have not seen that is the object of their love.

Love is the going forth of the heart unto the object beloved. The love that true
Christians do bear unto Jesus Christ is a grace wrought by the Spirit in their
hearts, whereby—upon discovery and believing apprehensions of Christ’s
infinite loveliness and excellency, His matchless love, grace, and mercy—their
hearts go forth towards Him in earnest desires after union to Him and communion
with Him, wherein they take chief delight, and this accompanied with a yielding
and dedication of themselves unto His will and service.

1. The love of Christians unto Christ is a grace wrought in their hearts by the
Spirit. It is a flower most sweet and fragrant; but there is no seed of it in the nature
of any man since the Fall—it is planted in the soul by the Spirit of God. Love to
Christ is a divine spark that comes down from above; a fire that is kindled by the
breath of the Lord, Whose essence is love.

2. The ground of this love to Christ is the discovery and believing apprehensions
of Christ’s loveliness and love. There must be first a discovery of Christ as a
suitable object for love, and not a bare notion of this, but believing




apprehensions of it: that Christ is infinitely lovely, superlatively excellent; and
that His love is matchless and transcendent towards the children of men; that
there is a treasury in Him, and a storehouse of all graces, and the most needful
and rich supplies. Otherwise, there will be no going forth of the heart in love unto
Him.

3. The actings of Christians’ love to Christ is in their desires after union unto and
communion with Christ. It is the nature of love to desire union to the object
beloved, especially of this love to Christ. And this union being attained, the
desires are after communion with Christ, converse and fellowship with Him. No
converse is so desirable as with the persons whom we most dearly love. And this
communion being attained, there is chief complacency therein. The soul sweetly
rests and reposes itself in Christ, and rejoices in His presence and love.

4. The accompaniment of this love, which true Christians have unto Christ, is a
yielding and dedication of themselves unto His will and service. Lovers give
themselves unto those whom they love. This accompanies the marriage union;
and such as love Christ, they are espoused and joined unto Christ. They give
themselves unto Christ to be His and wholly at His disposal, as the wife gives
herself unto the disposal of her husband.
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EPHESIANS 3:1-6: THE MYSTERY IS
REVEALED!
Keith Underhill

This article continues the verse by verse exposition of Paul’s letter to the Ephesians.

The new chapter (3) begins with “for this reason”. Remember that Paul
did not write with chapter and verse divisions. At the end of our chapter 2
he has revealed the great privileges that the Gentile Christians share
with their Jewish brethren in Christ. It seems as if he wants to pray, for
he repeats these very words in verse 14, followed by a prayer. But, as so
often, he gets distracted, this time by wanting to make clear the privileged
responsibility assigned to him by God on behalf of Gentiles. This was in
order to encourage them as regards his imprisonment (verse 13). So he
writes to them about his imprisonment (verse 1), the stewardship he has
been given (verses 2-6), and his ministry (verses 7-12).

1. PAUL IS IN PRISON FOR THE SAKE OF
GENTILES (verse 1)

Three of Paul’s letters, to the Ephesians, Philippians and Colossians,
were written from prison in Rome (see 3:1, 4:1, 6:20). He had been
accused of taking a Gentile into the Jerusalem temple (Trophimus the
Ephesian, Acts 21:29), something punishable by death. There was a riot,
Paul was arrested, and after many trials he could see he would never get
justice, so he appealed to Caesar, the right of every Roman citizen. This
is recorded in Acts 21 —28. What had he said that made the crowd to
riot? He preached to them that God had sent him to the Gentiles (Acts
22:21). The thought that the Gentiles were included in the saving plan of
God was abhorrent to them.  But Paul was insistent that salvation in
Christ is equally for Gentiles as for Jews. Hence his imprisonment.

Note that Paul writes, “the prisoner for Christ Jesus.”He is Christ’s
prisoner, not Rome’s. There were unseen chains more strongly binding
him to Christ than those binding him to the soldier in prison. He nowhere
asks for prayer to be released (see 6:19-20 for what he does pray), nor
does he utter any complaint or talk of being discouraged. In prison he
continues to serve Christ (so Philippians 1:12-14), although obviously




weak and put to shame. Just as Christ died in weakness and shame and so
obtained the victory, so it was with His servant Paul.

Some Christians think that because Christ is exalted “far above all rule and
authority and power and dominion” (1:21), then it is impossible that
His servants could be unjustly imprisoned.  This is common thinking
today because it is thought that nothing ‘bad’ should ever happen to a
Christian. But consider Joseph sold by his own brothers and unjustly
imprisoned, Job losing everything in a day yet God had testified of his
blamelessness, and the first martyr Stephen. God brought blessing
through their lives. Let us change our attitude to God’s providences in
our lives, for all that happens is of God, even if through the devil (so Job
1:6-12, so Paul in 2 Corinthians 12:7). Rather, let us consider how we
can serve God when we are opposed, unjustly treated, when we lose our
job, or stricken with sickness. God delights to make us weak in order to
use us (see 2 Corinthians 4:71t.).

2. PAUL HAS BEEN GIVEN A STEWARDSHIP FOR
THE GENTILES (verses 2-3)

God has a plan that includes the Gentiles as well as the Jews. And Paul
was given a very important part in the fulfilling of the plan. He calls it a
“stewardship”. We refer to the parable of ‘The Dishonest Steward’ (Luke
16:11f.) who was the manager of the estate of a rich man. This language
shows that whatever Paul is or does is on behalf of the Lord and not of his
own choosing.

(1) He is a steward of God’s grace. He has been entrusted with a
message, called “the mystery ... of Christ”. It is a message of grace from
beginning to end, because we deserve nothing except judgement. It tells
of a free salvation for sinners (Acts 20:24). It is out of pure love alone
that our Lord was sent to purchase our salvation on the cross.  He has
paid it all. This is what makes the Christian gospel so different from
every other message.

(2) It is a message of God’s grace for the Gentiles. It is of special
relevance to them. The Gentiles were completely helpless and hopeless
(see 2:11-12), as no message of hope had been proclaimed to them.They
were at enmity with God and the Jews, and ripe for judgement because
of the greatness of their sin (Romans 1:29-32). Now Paul had been made




a steward specifically for them, as God’s plan for the world (first promised
in Genesis 12:3).

(3) The message came to him by revelation. It did not come to him
through much study or by special wisdom. In Galatians 1 Paul emphasizes
that it was through revelation and not by consultation even
with leaders in Jerusalem (1:12,16). Once again, there is the emphasis on
the divine initiative, and not on Paul himself, as happened on the
Damascus Road where the Lord appeared to him. If the message were of
Paul then there would be no reason to believe it. We do not put our trust
even in the thoughts of the wisest men, but in the very words God has
given (2 Timothy 3:16, 2 Peter 1:21).

3. THE MYSTERY REVEALED IS ABOUT THE
GENTILES (verses 3-6)

The mystery is “of Christ” (verse 4), and that “the Gentiles are fellow

heirs” (verse 6). This is not so much new information, for there is much

about salvation reaching the Gentiles in the Old Testament. So, for
example, Genesis 12:3, Isaiah 2:2, 19:24-25, 49:6. 1t is first about Christ

Himself, who in the fullness of time came to earth in fulfilment of all the

ancient promises. He has accomplished this salvation which includes the

Gentiles. And it is this that Paul preached. = He made the place of the

Gentiles in God’s purpose crystal clear. They were not to be absorbed

into a Jewish type church, the controversy which was ironed out in Acts

15. Rather, he makes it clear that the old Jewish theocracy was torn

down, and Jew and Gentile believers were united equally in the church.

Three words describe the present status of Gentiles with respect to Jewish

Christians, each prefixed by a small word meaning ‘with’ or ‘fellow’ —

fellow heirs, fellow members, fellow partakers. It is astounding that

Gentile Christians are put on exactly the same footing as Jewish

Christians:

* They have the same inheritance. They receive the same benefits, the
blessings of the new covenant which are not like the blessings of the old
covenant, finally the blessing of being with Christ in glory and being
like Him for ever.

* They are part of the same body. It is possible to be an heir and yet not
be of the same blood (remember Abraham’s Eliezer). But as part of




the same body we must not perpetuate any distinction between Jew
and Gentile believers before God. This is against Dispensationalism
that teaches Jews will be special in the so-called 1000 year reign of
Christ, and that God has one plan for the Jews and another for the
Gentiles.

* They enjoy the same promise. They receive the Spirit just as the Jews
(Gal. 3:14, Acts 10-11). They will experience the same future
resurrection of the dead.

When you consider what a great wall of separation there was, it is all
abolished and there is now total identification. So the Gentiles are not to
think that it is a defeat for them that Paul is confined to prison. He is there
because he stood his ground on their behalf, as opposed to Peter who
compromised (Galatians 2:11-14).

How is all this possible? It is “in Christ Jesus” and “through the gospel”.
Our Lord is the One who has done it all on our behalf, and to experience
it we must be united to Him by a living faith. This grace of God in Christ
is preached to you (written here for you to read). This is what happened
to the Ephesians as recorded in Acts 19. What more do you need? Here
is a man (Paul) with a message about grace to us Gentiles, one in total
contradiction to his pre-Christian life as a bigoted and persecuting
Pharisee. Now he is prepared to suffer unto death for this glorious
message. This is the transformation the message of the gospel has
brought to so many lives down the ages. Has your life been so
transformed?

You are welcome to watch and profit from the ministry of God’s Word
at the Trinity Baptist Church YouTube Channel:

https://www.youtube.com/@tbcnairobi

You can also like our page on Facebook and Instagram to get our
various updates.




THE LONDON BAPTIST CONFESSION
OF FAITH OF 1689 Keith Underhill

We continue a chapter by chapter study of the 1689 Baptist Confession of Faith.
Issue # 136 dealt with the Divine Covenants. The Confession now progresses to
God’s solution to the fall into sin. Each section in the article begins with the text
of the Confession in italics. Much help was found in Samuel E. Waldron, A Modern
Exposition of the 1689 Baptist Confession of Faith (Darlington: Evangelical Press,
1989).

CHAPTER EIGHT: CHRIST THE MEDIATOR

Christ’s Appointment to the Office of Mediator

1. To give effect to His eternal purpose God chose and ordained the Lord Jesus, His
only begotten Son, in accordance with the covenant into which they had entered, to
be the mediator between God and man; also to be prophet, priest, king, head and
saviour of His church; also to be the heir of all things and judge of the world.

From all eternity God had given to His Son those who were to be His progeny, and
the Son engaged in time (as distinct from eternity) to redeem, call, justify, sanctify,
and glorify them.

a. The Father appointed Christ to the office of mediator. Psalm 110:4,
Hebrews 7:21-22.

b. The Father gave Christ a people to save as mediator.Isaiah ~ 53:10, John
6:37,39, 17:2,6,9,11,12,24.

Christ’s Qualifications for the Office of Mediator

2. The divine Person who made the world, and upholds and governs all things
that He has made, is the Son of God, the second Person of the Holy Trinity. He is
true and eternal God, the ‘brightness of the Father’s glory’, of the same substance
(or essence) as the Father, and equal with Him.

It is He who, at the appointed time, took upon Himself the nature of man, with all
its essential characteristics and its common infirmities, sin excepted. He was
conceived by the Holy Spirit in the womb of Virgin Mary, a woman who belonged to
the tribe of Judah, the Holy Spirit coming down upon her and the power of God most
High overshadowing her. And so, as the Scripture tells us, He was made of a woman,
a descendent of Abraham and David.




In this way it came about that the two whole, perfect, and distinct natures, the divine
and the human, were inseparably joined together in one Person, without the
conversion of the one nature into the other, and without the mixing, as it were, of
one nature with the other, in other words, without confusion. Thus the Son of God is
now both true God and true man, yet one Christ, the only mediator between God and
man.

(a) He is God, fully equal with the Father (lines 1-4). Everything that is true
of the Person of the Father is also true of the Person of the Son. He “made the
world” (John 1:3, Colossians 1:16), and “upholds and governs all things”
(Colossians 1:17, Hebrews 1:3). He is “eternal” God (Hebrews 1:10-12).He is
the “brightness of the Father’s glory” (Hebrews 1:3), which means that He is
all Godis. The use of the word “substance (or essence)” comes from the
definition of Chalcedon in the early church.

(b) He is man, all that we are as men, but without sin (lines 5-9). Whatever is
true of man is also true of Christ. He “took upon Himself the nature of man”
(Hebrews 2:14-18, 1 John 1:1-2). Note the following things that are true of man
and of Christ as man, but not true of God.

1. Christ died (Hebrews 2:14); His spirit was separated from His body (John
19:30).
2. He had human feelings and emotions: He wept (John 11:35), He was full

of sorrow (Matthew 26:37-38), He needed comfort and sympathy from
His disciples (Matthew 26:36-43).

3. He was tempted (Matthew 4:1-11, Hebrews 4:15, see James 1:13).
He experienced spiritual and moral growth (Luke 2:40,52, Hebrews
5:8-9).

5. He knew human limitations: hunger (Matthew 4:2), thirst (John 19:28),
weariness (John 4:6), sleep (Luke 8:23), ignorance (Mark 13:32).

6. He was subject to the effects of the curse of God upon man, because
His body was in the “likeness of sinful flesh” (Romans 8:3). He suffered
unto death which is the curse of God because of His broken
law (Hebrews 2:10,18, 5:8, Galatians 4:4). Yet He was completely
without sin (Hebrews 4:15, 7:26, 9:14).

Christ became a man being “conceived by the Holy Spirit in the womb of the
Virgin Mary” (Matthew 1:18,20, Luke 1:34-35).So He was a Jew (= descendent
of Abraham), and of the tribe of Judah, a descendent of King David (see the
genealogies in Matthew 1 and Luke 3, and Matthew 1:20, Luke 1:32).

(c) He is one Person, both God and man (lines 10-14). He is always referred

to as one Person, never as two. He is the eternal Son of God (John 1:14). The




two natures are not mixed so as to form a third nature different from them both;
neither is the human absorbed into the divine. When the Son of God became
man (= the incarnation), nothing was taken away from His full deity, and His true
manhood was not transformed into something divine (see Philippians 2:5- 8).

(d) Heresies about the Person of Christ. In the early church there were many
such heresies that had to be fought, resulting in the Nicene and Chalcedonian
Creeds. The most important heresies were:

*  Docetism — Christ is not a real man (see the rebuttal in I John 1:1-4).
*  Arianism — Christ is not God (so Jehovah’s Witnesses).

»  Appollinarianism — the divine word replaced the human soul, so He does
not have a full human nature.

»  Nestorianism — Christ is two Persons, both a human Person and a divine
Person.

»  Eutychianism — Christ has only one nature, the divine and human fused
together.

3. The two natures, divine and human, being thus united in the person of God'’s
Son, He was sanctified and anointed with the Holy Spirit to an unlimited extent, and
in Him are found all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. He is replete with all
that is pleasing to the Father, being holy, harmless, untouched by sin, and full of
grace and truth. Thus He has become thoroughly qualified to execute the work of
a mediator and surety. He did not take this work upon Himself uncalled, but was
commissioned by His Father so to act. His Father also conferred upon Him full
powers of jurisdiction and commanded Him to pass judgement on all.

Christ was prepared for the office of mediator, not only by the incarnation (His
becoming man with two natures), but also by His being anointed with the Holy
Spirit (John 3:34). So He is described as being the Anointed One (Acts 10:38,
Luke 4:18). It was at His baptism that He officially began His work, the time
when the Holy Spirit descended upon Him in the form of a dove (Matthew 3:16-
17). Therefore, everything that Christ did, He did with the power of the Holy
Spirit, His teaching and preaching (Luke 4:18), His mighty miracles (Matthew
12:28), His self-sacrifice (Hebrews 9:14).

An Outline of His Work as Mediator

4. The Lord Jesus most willingly undertook the office of mediator, and in order that
He might discharge it He became subject to God’s law, which He perfectly fulfilled.
He also underwent the punishment due to us, which we should have born and
suffered, for He bore our sins and was accursed for our sakes. He endured sorrows




in His soul severe beyond our conception, and most painful sufferings in His body. His
death was by crucifixion. While He remained in the state of the dead His body
sustained no decay.

The third day saw His resurrection in the same body in which He had suffered. In
the same body also He ascended into heaven, where He sits at the right hand of His
Father, interceding for His own.

At the end of the world He will return to judge men and angels.

a. He obeyed the law of God (lines 1-2). He was not only “born of woman”,
but “born under the law” (Galatians 4:4). It is the law of God that we have
broken, and to be our Saviour He had to perfectly keep that law. ~ His  whole
ministry can be regarded as one of ‘obedience’, including His death on the cross,
His last great act of obedience to His Father (Philippians 2:8, Romans 5:19, see
John 17:4). If He had not obeyed He would have been a sinner like us.

b. He died for our sins (lines 3-6). He did not die for His own sins, as He
had none, having perfectly kept the law. He died for our sins (2 Corinthians
5:21, Hebrews 9:28, 1 Peter 2:24, see Isaiah 53:5-6).How did He bare “our sins
in His body”? The Confession explains that “He underwent the punishment due
tous”. The offerer laid his hands upon the head of the sacrificial animal in the Old
Testament as a symbol of transferring his sin; and then the animal was killed
instead of the offerer who had sinned. So Christ is called the Lamb of God who
takes our sins away (John 1:29, see 1 Peter 1:18-19). When Christ died, He was
under the curse of the law that we had broken (Galatians 3:13); this is why there
was darkness when He was hanging on the cross, and why He cried, “My God,
my God, why have you forsaken me?” (Matthew 27:45-46). So we say that His
death was ‘penal’ = He was judged; and it was ‘vicarious’ = He was being
judged in the place of others, as our representative. It is noted in the Confession
that He died by crucifixion, a most painful death. But the emphasis in the Bible
is upon the sufferings of His soul which cannot be described. So He was in
great agony in the garden of Gethsemane (Matthew 26:37-38). Who can
understand what it meant for Him to be forsaken by His Father in those three
hours of darkness on the cross? It must be said that He suffered the torments of
hell for us on the cross; for hell is darkness, the place of separation from God
(so Matthew 8:12). According to the prophecy, “His body sustained no decay”
(Psalm 16:10, Acts 2:24-28). As with the soul of the believer at death, He went to
be with His Father; so He could promise the repentant thief that on that very
day they would be together in Paradise (Luke 23:43). Do not think that He went
to hell, as some mistakenly teach from 1 Peter 3:19.

c¢. He rose from the dead (line 7). This was a bodily resurrection, “in the
same body in which He had suffered”. Read 1 Corinthians 15, the great chapter
on the resurrection. So the risen Lord could challenge Thomas to use his fingers




to feel the nail marks in His hands, and to place his hand on the spear wound on
His side (John 20:27). If Christ had not risen from the dead He could not be our
Saviour, because death is the wages of sin, and to remain in death is to be
conquered by sin (1 Corinthians 15:17).

d. He ascended into heaven (lines 8-9). He also ascended “in the same
body...into heaven”. This is how the apostles saw Him go into heaven (Luke
24:51, Acts 1:9-11). Now He continues to wear His glorified body “at the right
hand of His Father”, the basis on which He is our sympathetic High Priest
(Hebrew 4:14-16). His great ministry for “His own” in heaven is His
intercession (Romans 8:34, Hebrew 7:25). For the content of His
intercession for us, see Christ’s High Priestly prayer on John 17. By this we shall
be finally saved.

e. He will return to judge all creatures (line 10). Christ has been appointed the
final judge of both men and angels (Matthew 25:31-46, John 5:22, Acts
17:31, Romans 2:16). By this judgement He will welcome into His eternal
kingdom all those for whom He is mediator.

The Accomplishments of His Work as Mediator

5. By His perfect obedience to God’s law, and by a once-for-all offering up of
Himself to God as a sacrifice through the eternal Spirit, the Lord Jesus has fully
satisfied all the claims of divine justice. He has brought about reconciliation, and
purchased an everlasting inheritance in the kingdom of heaven, for all those given to
Him by His Father.

The essence of Christ’s work as mediator is summarized in two things, what is
often called the active and passive obedience. His ‘active obedience’ is His
“perfect obedience to God’s law”, by which He did everything God required of
Him (Matthew 3:15, John 17:4). His ‘passive obedience’ is His “offering
Himself up...as a sacrifice”. Although it is called ‘passive’ note that it was a
deliberate decision on His part (John 10:18). Because it is the sacrifice of the
perfect Son of God, it is “once-for-all”, never needing repetition (Hebrews
10:10,14,18). Three things have been accomplished by this work:

a. The claims of divine justice are satisfied. God has given man His law and
threatened punishment upon disobedience. Justice demands that the sinner
be punished. Christ has both perfectly obeyed the law of God and has given
Himself to suffer the punishment for the law we have broken. So justice has
been satisfied in Christ, the sinner’s substitute. For example: If your friend is
fined a sum of money in court and you pay it on his behalf, justice is satisfied
and your friend is set free. Through Christ, the law of God has no more claim
against us; there is no possibility of condemnation (Romans 8:1,33-34).




b. God is reconciled. Our biggest problem as sinners is not that we hate God;
rather it is God’s anger with us because of our sins (Psalm 5:5, Ephesians 2:3).
The work of Christ as mediator not only removes our enmity towards God but,
more importantly, it removed God’s enmity towards us.Read the following
verses: Romans 5:10-11, 2 Corinthians 5:18-21, Colossians 1:20-21.

c. Our everlasting inheritance is purchased. Christ’s work not only starts
us on the road to salvation, but also guarantees the final salvation, the “everlasting
inheritance”. If Christ has satisfied all the claims of divine justice on our behalf,
so that God is now reconciled to us, there is nothing that can
prevent us from receiving all that God has promised us for eternity. See Romans
5:1-2, Ephesians 1:13-14, 1 Peter 1:3-5. Now you can better understand why
salvation is in Christ and Him crucified alone, and why we should always rejoice
and have confidence in Him!

For whom has Christ obtained these blessings? “For all those given to Him by
His Father.” This is the language of Scripture in John 6:37,39, 17:2,6,9,12,24.
God has chosen a people from amongst sinners, and He gave them to His Son that
He might redeem them (see further section 8 of this chapter in the Confession).

Christ’s Work as Mediator and Salvation in the Old
Testament

6. The price of redemption was not actually paid by Christ until after His birth in this
world, but the value, efficacy and benefits of His redemptive work availed for
His elect in all ages successively from the beginning of the world. This was
accomplished by the promises, the types and the sacrifices in which He was
revealed, and which signified Him to be the woman’s ‘seed’ (offspring) who should
bruise the head of the serpent (the devil), also ‘the Lamb slain from the foundation of
the world’. As the Christ He is ‘the same yesterday, and today, and for ever’.

Many people are troubled by the question of the salvation of the saints in the Old
Testament, people like Abraham and David. The Confession simply states
that they are saved by Christ exactly as we are. Paul writes in Romans 3:25 that
God really forgave sins under the old covenant on the basis of the sacrifice that
He had planned Christ should make (see also Hebrews 9:15). Christ was
promised in the Old Testament (e.g. Genesis 3:15, 49:10, Numbers 24:17, Isaiah
7:14,9:6-7, 52:13-53:12, Micah 5:2). Christ was typified in the Old Testament in
all the various religious ceremonies, and especially the sacrifices (Hebrews
10:1, see Romans 5:14). Christ is often called the Lamb of God looking back to
the Passover lamb by which there was redemption out of Egypt (John 1:29, 1
Corinthians 5:7, 1 Peter 1:19, Revelation 5:6, 13:8). Everyone who has been
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saved from the beginning of this world, has been saved because of Christ who
sacrificed Himself (Revelation 5:9). To Him be the glory!

Christ is Mediator in Both Natures

7. In His work as mediator between God and men, Christ acts according to His two
natures, one divine, one human, in each nature doing that which is
appropriate to it.  Yet by reason of the unity of His Person, that which is appropriate
to one nature is, in Scripture, sometimes attributed to the Person denominated by the
other nature.

This paragraph is against the Roman Catholics who teach that Christ is mediator
only in His human nature. Obviously, each nature does “that which is appropriate to
it” — for example, it is because He has a divine nature that He can raise the dead; and
it is because He has a human nature that He dies. But because the two natures are
united in one Person, that which 1is appropriate to one nature
is referred to the Person as viewed from the other nature.  So, it is God who
purchased the church with His own blood, yet God does not have blood except
as the Son has united to Himself a human nature (Acts 20:28). Again, it was
the Lord of glory who died on the cross (1 Corinthians 2:8). The value of Christ’s
work as mediator depends on the union and communion of the two natures of the one
Person, Jesus Christ.

The Application of Christ’s Work as Mediator

8. Christ certainly and effectually applies and communicates eternal redemption
to all those for whom He has obtained it. His work of intercession is on their behalf. He
unites them to Himself by His Spirit; He reveals to them, in and by the Word, the mystery
of salvation; He persuades them to believe and obey, governing their hearts by His Word
and Spirit; He overcomes all their enemies by His almighty power and wisdom, using
those  methods  and  ways  which  are  most  agreeable to  the
wonderful and unsearchable appointments of His providence. All  these things are
carried out in His free and sovereign grace, and unconditionally, nothing of merit being
foreseen by Him in the elect.

(a) Christ’s work as Mediator cannot fail. This is the emphasis of the
paragraph: “certainly and effectually”. All those for ~whom He died will
certainly be saved eternally.  Consider the following passages — John 6:39, Romans
8:28-39. The teaching that Christ died for all men with the purpose of saving them all
actually denies the efficacy of His death, unless it is believed
that all men will be saved in the end (= universalism). This is false because there will
be many inhabitants in hell.




(b) Christ Himself applies His saving work. It seems that many people think
Christ’s work finished when He died upon the cross; they say now is the age of
the Holy Spirit. True, it is now the age of the Spirit, but the Spirit is sent by the
risen Christ Himself, the gift of the Father to Christ (Acts 2:33, see John 15:26,
16:7). It is false to make a division between the work of Christ and the work of
the Holy Spirit. When Luke introduces the book of Acts he writes that the
Gospel (of Luke) was what “Jesus began to do and teach” (1:1), implying that
Acts is what Jesus continued to do and teach. All that the Spirit does is what
Christ is doing by the Spirit. By the Spirit Christ is effectually applying His
saving work.

(c) Christ’s work of application. Five things are listed:

1. Christ intercedes for those for whom He died (Romans 8:34, Hebrews
7:25). In the Old Testament the High Priest bore the names of the 12 tribes
on two stones and on his breastpiece, and with them he went into God’s
presence (Exodus 28:12,29). The requests Christ makes for us are revealed
in John 17, the great High-Priestly prayer (see also His prayer for Peter in
Luke 22:31-32).

2. Christ unites us to Himself. = We were not only in Christ as our
representative when He died upon the cross. We are also united to Him in
a living union by the Holy Spirit who dwells within us (Romans 8:9-11, 1
Corinthians 6:19, Galatians 2:20, Colossians 1:27). His powerful and holy
presence is the guarantee of our full and final salvation.

3. Christ reveals the truth to us. It is by the Spirit that Christ sends to us
that we have the gospel revealed to us in power. Without this revelation no
one can experience salvation (Luke 24:45, John 6:45, 14:16-17, 16:8-11, 1
Corinthians 2:6-16, 2 Corinthians 4:3-6, Ephesians 1:17-19, 4:17-21).S o
we are convinced of the truth and will never stray from it (1 John 2:20,27).

4. Christ works in our hearts. We are given new hearts (the new birth) by
the powerful work of the Spirit within us (John 3:3-8, Acts 16:14, Titus
3:5). As a result we are able to believe in Christ and to walk in a path of
obedience to His will, because the Spirit within inclines our hearts to the
Word.

5. Christ overcomes all our enemies. Christ has been given power over
everything (Matthew 28:18, 1 Corinthians 15:24-28, Ephesians 1:20-22,
Philippians 2:9-11). Christ is head over all things “to the church”. Here
again is the guarantee of our salvation. Who can pluck us from His hand?

(d) All this is by His grace, nothing at all being deserved by any one of us.




Christ’s Threefold Office as Mediator

9. Christ, and Christ alone, is fitted to be mediator between God and man. He is
the prophet, priest and king of the church of God. His office as mediator cannot be
transferred from Him to any other, either in whole or in part.

10. Christ’s threefold offices are necessary for us.

Because of our ignorance we stand in need of His prophetical office;

because of our estrangement from God and the imperfection of our services at their
best, we need His priestly office to reconcile us to God and to render us acceptable to
Him;

because we have turned away from God and are utterly unable to return to Him, and
also because we need to be rescued and rendered secure from our spiritual
adversaries, we need His kingly office to convince, subdue, draw, sustain, deliver and
preserve us, until we finally enter His heavenly kingdom.

(a) Christ is the only mediator. This is clearly stated in 1 Timothy 2:5. O ur
mediator must be a true man in order to represent us before God (remember
Hebrews 2:14-18). He must be truly God if his work is to have power to
accomplish anything. He has not delegated His work as mediator to anyone
else, even in part. The Roman Catholics call Mary the ‘mediatrix’ (feminine
word for mediator); they claim that even saints can intercede before God as
mediators; the Pope is called Christ’s representative on earth (or vicar of Christ).
All this is a blasphemous denial of Christ’s uniqueness as the only One “fitted to
be mediator”.

(b) Christ’s threefold office as mediator is necessary for us. Christ occupies
the office of “prophet, priest and king” on behalf of His people. Each is
necessary because of the situation of our sin.We shall consider the three aspects
of His mediatorial work in turn.

(c) Christ’s PROPHETICAL office is necessary for us. A prophet is one who
brings God’s words to men. All the writers of Scripture are prophets. Christ is
our great Prophet, to whom all other prophets point. Read Deuteronomy 18:15,18,
Acts 3:22-26, Hebrews 1:1-2. Christ not only brings God’s words to
us, He Himself is a revelation of who God is (John 1:18, 14:7-9).In Christ’s day
there was the expectation that this great Prophet would come (John 1:21,
6:14, 7:40). All the prophets were inspired by the Spirit of Christ (1 Peter 1:10-
11) so that all the Scriptures can be regarded as the revelation of God through
Christ Himself. Without such revelation we could know nothing about the way
of salvation for we are in the darkness of ignorance by nature (see Jeremiah 17:9,
1 Corinthians 2:14, Ephesians 4:17-18).



(c) Christ’s PRIESTLY office is necessary for wus. A priest is one who
represents men before God. Hebrews is the book of the Bible that refers much
to Christ as our Priest (see chapters 4:14 — 10:18, and especially the summary
statement of 8:1). The priests of the Old Testament pointed forward to Christ as our
great Highpriest. They had the work of sacrifice for sin and intercession
for the people of God, just as Christ has (5:1-3, 7:25, 10:12). God’s elect can
only be reconciled to God through the priestly work of Christ (2:17-18).Those who
are saved continue to need His priestly work because of “the imperfection
of our services at their best”.Not even the best things we do as Christians are
acceptable except through Christ and the cleansing of His blood. His priestly
office is necessary because we are sinners.

(d) Christ’s KINGLY office is necessary for us. A king both rules and defends
his people. The kings of the Old Testament pointed forward to the coming King,
the Lord Jesus.  David and Solomon specifically point forward to Christ as
shown in Psalms 2 and 72. Christ sits on the throne of David (Luke 1:32-33, Acts
2:33-36, see also Matthew 2:2, 21:5, 27:11,37, John 1:49, Acts 17:7, Revelation
17:14). Remember that the kingdom of God came with the coming of Christ
(Matthew 12:28, John 18:36).

First, we need His kingly office so that by His power He might bring us back to
God. Never forget that our conversion is a work of Christ’s power by enabling
us to believe and repent. Second, we need His kingly office to be protected from
our spiritual adversaries, the world, the flesh and the devil. He is able to do this
because He is “head over all things to the church” (Ephesians 1:22). Here is the
guarantee that we shall be kept “until we finally enter His heavenly kingdom”.

Conclusion:

* A study of Christ’s work as mediator ought to make us to praise Him for
His grace. Who could have expected Him to do such things for we who are so
unworthy? Who can count what it cost Him to become man and to suffer on the
cross for us? Who can measure the breadth, and length, and depth, and height of the
love of Christ (Ephesians 3:18-19)?

* At the same time it ought to give us comfort. As mediator, Christ has done
everything from beginning to end that we sinners need. We know the will of
God for our complete salvation. We have a sacrifice that cleanses us from all sin.
We have a Lord who will keep us to the end. May the Lord help us always to look to
Christ and to depend on Him.




CHRIST OUR PROPHET

John Miller
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Theological Seminary and is also part of the faculty of Trinity Pastors’ College Nairobi.

The work of our Lord Jesus Christ as our mediator to redeem us from our sins and
reconcile us to God is a multifaceted work that sparkles like a diamond as the light
shines on each facet. While Christ’s work can be considered from many angles,
one scriptural perspective that shines light upon His great work is viewing it
through his three-fold office, the munus triplex of prophet, priest, and king. As
early church historian Eusebius states, Jesus is “of the world the only High Priest,
of all creation the only king, of the prophets the only archprophet of the Father”
(Ecclesiastical History, 1, 3). Reformer John Calvin also recognizes the
importance of viewing Christ’s work through his three-fold office when he states
that “in order that faith may find a firm basis for salvation in Christ, and thus rest
in him, this principle must be laid down: the office enjoined upon Christ by the
Father consists of three parts. For he was given to be prophet, king, and priest. Yet
it would be of little value to know these names without understanding their
purpose and use” (Imstitutes 11.15.1). It is precisely to help us grow in our
understanding of the purpose and use of each of these offices that this brief series
of articles have been written, with this first article focusing upon the work of
Christ as our Prophet.

What is the significance of seeing Christ’s work as a prophet? A summary of
its significance can be found in the Church’s confessions and catechisms. For
example, concerning our need for Christ’s work as a prophet, the 1689 London
Baptist Confession of Faith explains, “for in respect of our ignorance, we stand in
need of his prophetical office” (chap. 8, para. 10). In ourselves, we lack an
understanding of the Truth of God and the Way of salvation, and therefore need
the One who is the Life to come and speak the Words of Life to us as our Prophet.
As the Baptist Catechism describes in answer to question 27 about how Christ
executes the office of a prophet, “Christ executes the office of prophet in revealing
to us, by his word and Spirit, the will of God for our salvation.” These are helpful
summaries, but to appreciate more fully the significance of Christ’s work as our
prophet, we must consider the breadth of Scriptures teaching on this matter.

First, consider the work of a prophet in the Old Testament that foreshadows and
typifies the work of Christ as our prophet. The very first prophet who was a type
of Christ is none other than the first man, Adam. As the Scriptures clearly teach




in Romans 5:14, Adam “was a type of the one who was to come,” not only as a
representative covenant head, but also as one who functioned as a prophet.
Adam’s role as a prophet is implied in the Genesis narrative, for before God
created Eve, he gave the command to Adam in Genesis 2:16-17 that he may eat of
any tree in the garden except for the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. When
we come to Genesis 3, Eve clearly knew this command, and the clear implication
is that Adam had communicated God’s command to her, acting as a prophet.
From Adam, then, we learn that the fundamental work of a prophet is to receive
God’s word and to declare God’s word accurately to others.

While Adam is the first prophet, Abraham is the first person explicitly called a
“prophet” in the Old Testament in Genesis 20:7. When looking at the life of
Abraham, several elements of a true prophet come to the fore. The beginning of
the Abraham narrative in Genesis 12 starts with God calling Abraham to follow
Him and go to the land He will show him. This event foreshadows how a true
prophet is one who has been called of God. Furthermore, in Genesis 15:1, we read
of how “the word of the LORD came to Abram,” which foreshadows the second
element: a true prophet is one who receives God’s Word. A third element of a true
prophet we learn from Abraham, is that a prophet intercedes on behalf of others.
In the very text in Genesis 20:7 in which God speaks to Abimelech and calls
Abraham a prophet, He says, “Now then, return the man's wife, for he is a prophet,
so that he will pray for you, and you shall live.” Abraham reveals that true prophet
is called of God, receives God’s Word, and intercedes before God on behalf of
others.

While Adam and Abraham give us a broad outline of the work of a prophet,
Moses, the foundational prophet of the Old Covenant, gives an even clearer
understanding of the work of a prophet, especially in Deuteronomy 18. In
Deuteronomy 18:9-14, the LORD commands Israel not to follow the “abominable
practices” of the nations in the land of Canaan. These practices (such as child
sacrifice, divination, charmers, mediums, and necromancers) are all different
ways the pagan nations sought to obtain information from the gods. But Israel is
not to seek information from God in these ways. Instead, as verses 15-22 show,
they are to receive information from God through the prophets of God.
The classic definition of a prophet, in line with what we have seen concerning
Adam and Abraham, is given in verse 18 when God says of a prophet, “And I will
put my words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command him.”
This work is exactly what Moses did, and God reveals that He will raise up other
prophets for His people after Moses, for He promises in verse 18, “I will raise up
for them a prophet like you from among their brothers.”




And the LORD was faithful to raise up other prophets. He raised up prophets like
Samuel who instructed God’s people in His Word and prayed for them (cf. 1
Samuel 12:23). He raised up prophets like Elijah and Elisha who spoke God’s
word and performed mighty miracles that confirmed God’s Word (cf. 2 Kings 4).
He raised up prophets like Jeremiah and Ezekiel who spoke God’s Word and
faced great opposition and suffering for it yet remained faithful (cf. Jer. 1:16-19;
11:21-23; 20:1-4; 26:20-23). They were prophets that stood in continuity with
Moses in proclaiming God’s Word to God’s people, and yet all these prophets were
not fully like Moses. As the LORD said after Moses’ death, “ And there has not
arisen a prophet since in Israel like Moses, whom the Lord knew face to face, none
like him for all the signs and the wonders that the Lord sent him to do in the land
of Egypt, to Pharaoh and to all his servants and to all his land, and for all the mighty
power and all the great deeds of terror that Moses did in the sight of all Israel”
(Deut. 34:10-12). But there is One who came who is like Moses whom the Lord
new face to face, the One who fulfills all the types and shadows of the Old
Testament prophets.

Jesus Christ is that One: the prophet who is not only like Moses, but who is greater
than Moses. He is the One who is the fulfillment of Deuteronomy 18:15, “The Lord
your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your
brothers—it is to him you shall listen.” (cf. Acts 3:22). Like Moses, whose face
shone after speaking with God face to face, Jesus shone on the mount of
transfiguration, with the prophets Moses and Elijah appearing beside Him. God the
Father testified from heaven concerning the transfigured Jesus, “This is my beloved
Son, with whom I am well pleased; listen to him” (Mt. 17:5, notice the echo from
Deut. 18:15 “listen to him”). Jesus is the prophet greater than Moses who fulfills
what Moses prophesied!

Jesus also fulfills the ministry foreshadowed by the Old Testament prophets. The
disciples on the road to Emmaus described Jesus as “a man who was a prophet
mighty in deed and word before God and all the people” (Lk 24:19).

Jesus was mighty in deed, as he performed miracles like the prophets of old.
Moses, for example, was used of God to cast down the false gods of Egypt
through the plagues of Egypt. Even the Egyptian magicians had to admit that
the plagues were done by “the finger of God” (Ex. 8:19).Jesus also assaulted the
kingdom of darkness by casting out demons, and he did so “by the finger of God”
showing that “the kingdom of God has come upon you” (Luke 11:20).

Elijah was a prophet who was used of God in withholding the rain (1 Kings 17:1-

7), in raising a widow’s son from the dead (1 Kings 17:8-24), and in




defeating the false prophets of Baal (1 Kings 18). In a parallel and even greater
way, the Lord Jesus reveals his power over a storm on the sea (Luke 8:22-25),
raises Jairus’ Daughter (Luke 8:40-56), and defeats the powers of darkness by
freeing a demon possessed man (Luke 8:26-39). Jesus is a prophet who was
mighty indeed.

Jesus is a prophet who is mighty in word as well. When Jesus began his public
ministry, he proclaimed the same message as the last of the Old Covenant
prophets, John the Baptist, saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand”
(cf. Matthew 3:2; 4:17). Jesus spoke “as one who had authority, and not as their
scribes” (Matthew 7:29). But His teaching went beyond the prophets in its
authority. All the prophets of God from the Old Testament would declare the
Word of the Lord by saying, “Thus says the LORD.” But Jesus said, “Truly, truly I
say to you” (Matthew 5:18, 26; 6:2, 5, 16).

Jesus spoke on His own authority, for he was not only truly man, but also truly
God, and the prophet of God greater than all other prophets! He is the one who is
the Word from the beginning, who was with God and who was God (John 1:1).
And Jesus alone is the one prophet who has truly made God known, as John
writes, “No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he
has made him known” (John 1:18). Jesus truly is, as the Heidelberg Catechism
states, “our chief Prophet and Teacher, who fully reveals to us the secret counsel
and will of God concerning our redemption” (question 31).

The Prophet Ascended. Jesus continues to do the work of a prophet in His
ascended state through the sending of the Holy Spirit. As John Calvin writes,
Christ “received anointing, not only for himself that he might carry out the office
of teaching, but for his whole body that the power of the Spirit might be present
in the continuing preaching of the gospel (Institutes 11.15.2). On His coronation
day at Pentecost, Jesus poured out the Holy Spirit upon His church. As our Prophet
working by His Spirit, Jesus gave further revelation to the Apostles and New
Testament prophets, who have given to us the inscripturated Word of God known
as the New Testament. And now, by His Word and Spirit, Jesus continues His
prophetic work of revelation the Word of the Father to us. And as His body here
upon the earth, we receive the blessing of Jesus’ Prophetic ministry as the Spirit
works through the preaching, hearing, reading, memorizing, meditating, and
applying of the Word of God to our lives. Let us give praise and thanksgiving to
our Lord Jesus Christ for His mighty work as a Prophet to us! Amen.
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Ever since God condescended after creation to establish the Covenant of Works,
God’s dealings with mankind have always been covenantal in nature. Coxe says,
“. .. the holy and wise God has always dealt with the children of men in a way of
covenant.”? Since that moment in time He has always related to His image-
bearers by way of covenant. And God has always transacted His covenants “with
some public person, head, or representative for all others that should be involved
in them.” There are two great covenant heads that represent all mankind: Adam,
in the Covenant of Works, and Christ, in the Covenant of Grace/New Covenant.
Adam represents the fallen human race and Christ represents the redeemed
human race. Man is in covenant with God, whether he likes it or not. Man is either
dead in Adam or alive in Christ! Henri Blocher says, “[Man] is born within a
covenant, which is of course a legal bond. He cannot avoid this, even if he tries
to reject the idea of a distinction between right and wrong. He cannot help making
moral judgments himself, or feeling himself to be accountable for his own
actions. He cannot help judging others.”

Therefore, did God have a covenantal relationship with Adam before the Fall?
Yes, in the Covenant of Works instituted by God in the Garden of Eden. Did God
have a covenantal relationship with Adam after the Fall? If he was saved, yes, in
the Covenant of Grace promised in Genesis 3:15 and ratified in the New Covenant
by the shed blood of Jesus Christ. If he was not saved [which I am of the opinion
he was], the answer would still be yes, but in the broken and irreparable Covenant
of Works that condemned him to hell.

2 Coxe, Covenant Theology, 38.
3 Ibid, 39.
4 Henri Blocher, Songs of the Servant: Isaiah's Good News (Vancouver, BC: Regent College Publishing, 2005),
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The same is true with every man naturally born into this world. We are born
under the broken Covenant of Works, under Adam’s representation, under
condemnation, and under the wrath of God. If we are saved, we are transferred
into the Covenant of Grace, under Christ’s representation, justified, and under the
grace and mercy and love of God. Either way, we are in covenant with God.

Redemption (Genesis 3:15)

In the context of a curse and judgment, the infinitely wise and gracious God
promised the good news of salvation to Adam’s fallen race through a future
Redeemer.

The Redeemer

Instead of bringing down the full punishment of the broken law upon our first
parents, God acted in love and mercy and initiated a work of deliverance for
Adam and Eve when He pronounced in Genesis 3:15, “I will put enmity
between you and the woman . . . .” Adam and Eve would once again take the
side of God and view Satan as the true enemy of their souls. But the promise of
salvation didn’t stop with them. God promises that a continuous line of people
from Adam’s fallen race would also fight on the side of the Lord (“and between
your offspring and her offspring”). Finally, God tells the serpent how this
deliverance would be worked out: “he shall bruise your head, and you shall
bruise his heel.” At this juncture I want us to consider who the identity of the
skull-crushing seed of the woman is in the last section of Genesis 3:15. We will
see that it is none other than the Redeemer of God’s elect.

Here is what this verse is NOT talking about:

» This verse is not talking about the perpetual battle between humans and
snakes (though that is very real!).

» This verse is not talking about the age-long struggle between good and
evil.

* The last part of this verse is not talking about the war between God’s

people and Satan’s followers: a singular pronoun (he) and a singular verb

m

(he will strike) are used to refer to the Seed in this verse.




But here is what this verse IS talking about:

This verse is talking about a future Warrior, a skull-crushing, royal conqueror to
come who would reverse the curse on fallen humanity and restore the blessings
of Paradise lost by defeating the devil and destroying his wicked works. It is
talking about one, singular individual who would be born of a woman and who
would be born to greatness.

Here, Christ is prophesied as God curses Satan for tempting Adam and Eve. It
comes after the creation of the universe. It comes after the Fall into sin and
misery and death. Adam and Eve stand condemned under the righteous Law of
God. They have no place to hide. They have no excuse to make. They have no
way of undoing what they had done. They stand guilty and condemned before
God for eating the forbidden fruit. Yet, in this prophecy, we have what Richard
Barcellos calls “the divine remedy for the fall”® or as Coxe says, “a discovery of
grace.”® Couched within this terrible curse is the first revelation of the glorious
gospel in the Bible. Here we read about the promise of the covenant of grace. In
spite of our first parent’s sins and their willful worship of Satan, God promised
to save and redeem fallen humanity by the work of “the Seed of the Woman.”
God offers hope in the midst of judgment. Mercy and salvation were offered in
the context of a curse. There would be a Seed, a Son, an Individual, who would
arise from the ashes in order to bruise, crush, and destroy Satan. But by doing so,
He would suffer. He would bleed. He would be dealt a moral blow on the heel
and die. But by that death, and only by that death, He would win the victory over
mankind’s greatest foe. Henri Blocher says, “The way of triumph for this
Messiah, the way by which his everlasting kingdom would be set up, was not
military prowess; he would defeat his enemies . . . by surrendering himself to an
atoning death.”’

This prophecy about Christ sets the stage for all the other messianic prophecies
to come. The Redeemer who will crush the head of the serpent in Genesis 3:15
is the same Redeemer who will come to Zion to banish ungodliness in Isaiah

5 Richard Barcellos, “Biblical Theology II” (PDF of lecture, Covenant Baptist Theological Seminary,
Owensboro, KY, January 2016), 163.

6 Coxe, Covenant Theology, 55.

7 Blocher, Songs of the Servant, 15.




59:20 (see also Romans 11:26). Therefore, this ancient promise shapes and forms
the trajectory of the rest of the Bible. This promise of a coming Redeemer
progresses and grows and expands throughout the OT until it fully blooms in the
NT with the arrival of the Savior King who would win the cosmic battle against
Satan on behalf of His chosen people. In fact, the promise of Christ not only gives
us the interpretive clue to understand the entire storyline of the Bible, but it also
holds together all human history. Without the promise of a Redeemer, the world
would have perished the moment God confronted Adam and Eve about their sin.
Edmund Clowney comments, “The only reason why we have human history at
all is because of the protoevangelium. If God wouldn’t send Christ there wouldn’t
be human history.”®

The New Testament confirms that Jesus of Nazareth is the promised Skull-
Crusher of Genesis 3:15 who would save His people from the tyranny of Satan:

+  Christ binds Satan: Matthew 12:28-29: 28But if it is by the Spirit of God that
I cast out demons, then the kingdom of God has come upon you. 290r how can
someone enter a strong man’s house and plunder his goods, unless he first binds the
strong man? Then indeed he may plunder his house.

Revelation 20:1-3: 1Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding in
His hand the key to the bottomless pit and a great chain. 2And He seized the dragon,
that ancient serpent, who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a thousand years,
3and threw him into the pit, and shut it and sealed it over him, so that he might not
deceive the nations any longer, until the thousand years were ended. After that he
must be released for a little while.

+  Christ throws down Satan: Luke 10:17-19: 17The seventy-two returned with
joy, saying, “Lord, even the demons are subject to us in your name!” 18And he said
to them, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 19Behold, I have given you
authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy,
and nothing shall hurt you.

+  Christ casts out Satan: John 12:31: Now is the judgment of this world; now will
the ruler of this world be cast out.

+  Christ judges Satan: John 16:11: concerning judgment, because the ruler of this
world is judged.

«  Christ triumphs over Satan: Colossians 2:15: He disarmed the rulers and
authorities and put them to open shame, by triumphing over them in Him.

8| believe this to be taken from Clowney, “Christ in the History of Redemption.”




+  Christ destroys Satan: Hebrews 2:14-15: Since therefore the children share in
flesh and blood, He Himself likewise partook of the same things, that through death
He might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, and deliver
all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery.
1 John 3:8: The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the works of the devil.

The Redeemed: Tracing the line of the woman from Genesis 4-11

After this promise of salvation was made to Adam and Eve, who was included in
it? Who would experience its salvific blessings? On what people would God’s
electing mercy and grace fall? In the language of Colossians 1:12-13, who would
share in the inheritance of the saints in light and be delivered from the domain of
darkness and transferred to the kingdom of God’s beloved Son? In this section, I
want us to see the children of the promise, or the believing race who would carry
on the promise of God’s redemption in the Seed of the Woman, in such figures as
Adam, Eve, Abel, Seth, Enoch, Lamech, Noah, Shem, and Abram.’

1.) Adam:

Although Adam was the means of bringing eternal ruin into this world, and
although he is the covenantal head and natural root of all his fallen race, there are
good reasons to believe that by faith he became part of the line of promise. In the
genealogy in Genesis 5, Abel and Cain are not mentioned as Adam’s sons. The
first son who is listed is Seth (Genesis 5:3). The others that follow are sons of the
promise. Why is Adam put within this list? I believe God wants us to see that
Adam stands not only as the head of his fallen race but also as the head of the
redeemed race (in terms of being the first to believe the promise of redemption).
Patrick Fairbairn agrees when he states, “It is as the parental head of the whole
lineage of believers that [Adam] is represented.”!”

9 In separating the redeemed lines and condemned lines, | am not asserting that everyone within those lines
were either godly or wicked. In general, it may have been this way, but | am only asserting that the representative
heads of those lines bear the marks of either God’s redeeming grace or God’s just abandonment.

10 patrick Fairbairn, Typology of Scripture (Grand Rapids, MI: Kregel Publications, 1989), 267.




2.) Eve:
Eve heard the promise of redemption from the mouth of God Himself. Though she
doubted and disbelieved God’s Word when she sinned, there is good reason to
believe that she embraced God’s promise of salvation immediately after it was
uttered. She named her first son “Cain,” which means “gotten, acquired.” In this
name she is confessing that a man has come from her with the help of the Lord
(Genesis 4:1). In her mind, Cain may have been the promised seed to destroy Satan
and his dark and dreary kingdom. Edersheim comments, “Apparently she
connected the birth of her son with the immediate fulfilment of the promise
concerning the Seed, who was to bruise the head of the serpent . . . It . . . showed
how deeply this hope had sunk into her heart, how lively was her faith in the

fulfilment of the promise, and how ardent her longing for it.”!!

3.) Abel:

Abel’s name means “breath, emptiness.” His life was cut short by the murderous
actions of his brother Cain, but he died a martyr’s death at his hands. He was a true
worshipper of God, for God “had regard for Abel and his offering” (Genesis 4:4).
The kind and quality of Abel’s sacrifice which he brought to the Lord showed his
genuine faith. His was an animal sacrifice, which intimates that he understood that
blood needed to be shed in order for man to rightly approach God. He also brought
the Lord the firstlings of his flock, “the first being in acknowledgement that a// was
God’s.”'?Not only did he slaughter the firstborn, but he also offered to the Lord the
fat of the flock. So God received from his hand the first and best of his sacrifice.
Cain, on the other hand, gave the Lord “an offering of the fruit of the ground”
(Genesis 4:3), which was rejected.

4.) Seth:
Seth means “appointed.” God provided or appointed another son of the promise in
the stead of Abel (Genesis 4:25). We know he was a son of the promise because
during his lifetime, “people began to call upon the name of the LORD” (Genesis
4:26), a technical phrase which means to worship and trust in God. Seth was one
of those people.

11 Edersheim, Bible History Old Testament, 15.
12 |bid, 16.




5.) Enoch:
Enoch was a very blessed individual who experienced God’s love and grace in a
unique way. Fairbairn says that with him there occurred “an election within the
election.”’® He had the privilege to be “the most distinguished member of the
seed of blessing in its earlier division, and the most honored heir of that life
which comes through the righteousness of faith.”'* He was one who “walked
with God” (Genesis 5:22, 24). Fairbairn says this expression denotes “the nearest
and most confidential intercourse, as if they had all but regained the old
paradisiacal freedom of communion with Heaven.”"> Coxe points out that this
designation of Enoch also placed him in a formal office before God, as one who
preached against sin and led the people of God in holiness (see Jude 14-15).1*Not
only did he walk with God, he also did not taste death: “and he was not, for God
took him” (Genesis 5:24). Instead of experiencing the temporal curse of sin, he
was brought into the immediate, blessed presence and joy of God. In all these
ways, he was a type of Christ. Coxe comments, “. . . he was a special figure of
Christ, and his translation prefigured Christ’s entering into heaven as a

forerunner for us.”!”

6.) The Sethite Lamech:

Lamech’s interest in the promise of salvation is seen in why he named his son
“Noah.” After naming him, Lamech says, “Out of the ground that the Lord has
cursed, this one shall bring us relief from our work and from the painful toil of
our hands” (Genesis 5:29). Edersheim comments, “Evidently Lamech felt the
burden of toil upon the earth which God had cursed, and looked forward to a
gracious deliverance from the misery and corruption existing in consequence of
it, by the fulfilment of the Divine promise concerning the Deliverer. In longing
hope of this he called his son Noah.”'® Although Noah proved not to be the
promised Seed of the Woman, Lamech initially hoped that he would be the one
who would reverse the curse and bring everlasting peace to this fallen world.

13 Fairbairn, Typology of Scripture, 269.
14 bid.
15 |bid.

16 Coxe, Covenant Theology, 61.

17 1bid.
18 Edersheim, Bible History Old Testament, 24.




7.) Noah:
Noah means “rest.” More will be said about his faith later. We know that before
and after the Flood, Noah was a man who feared the LORD. After leaving the
ark, he built an altar and made sweet-smelling sacrifices to the Lord (Genesis
8:20-21). Edersheim comments, “In bringing an animal sacrifice Noah followed
the example of Abel; in calling upon the name of Jehovah he once again solemnly
adopted the profession of the Sethites.”!’

8.) Shem:

Shem means “name,” and then can take on the meaning of “splendor” or “glory.”
He was the oldest son of Noah (Genesis 5:32). After Noah’s sin and Ham’s
wretched behavior, Noah blessed the LORD as “the God of Shem” (Genesis
9:26). Shem was God’s nearest and dearest relation out of all the peoples of the
earth. From him “were to be the priestly people”®® who had a close, intimate
relationship with the Lord. And through his line the covenant promises would be
passed along until they were fulfilled in the Messiah. God would make a glorious
name for Himself through the man who was called “Name.” Edersheim
comments, “Thus the primitive promise to Adam is now both further defined and
enlarged. The promised Deliverer is to come through Shem, as the ancestor of the
chosen race, in the midst of whom Jehovah is to dwell; and through Shem,
Japheth is to share in the coming spiritual blessing.”?! From the Hebrew race
would flow a blessing which would reach all the nations of the earth, for the
Gentiles, represented by Japheth, would dwell in the tents of Shem and share in
his rich, salvific blessings.?

9.) Abram:
Abram (later known as Abraham) is listed as a descendant of Shem in Genesis
11:27. We will discuss more about Abram in later lectures. Suffice it to say that
Abram, when converted and given the name of Abraham, became “the man of
faith” (Galatians 3:9) and heir according to the promise (Galatians 3:29).

19 1bid, 36.

20 Fairbairn, Typology of Scripture, 291.

21 Edersheim, Bible History Old Testament, 40.
22 |bid, 39.




The Historical Covenants of the Promise: The Noahic Covenant, The
Abrahamic Covenant, The Mosaic Covenant, and The Davidic Covenant

After God promised to save fallen humanity through the work of the Skull-
Crushing Seed of the Woman in Genesis 3:15, the subsequent covenants He made
with man were connected to and progressed that original promise of redemption
until it was fully realized in the New Covenant of Jesus Christ. These subservient
covenants all pointed forward to the fullness of time when Christ would establish
the New Covenant in His precious blood. These covenants were the Noahic
Covenant, the Abrahamic Covenant, the Mosaic Covenant, and the Davidic
Covenant. These covenants are called “the covenants of [the] promise” in
Ephesians 2:12:

Ephesians 2:12: remember that you were at that time separated from
Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the
covenants of [the] promise, having no hope and without God in the
world.

Conclusion

In other words, these covenants served the promise of redemption. They helped
carry on God’s plan to save sinners through the work of Jesus Christ. So, for the
promise of Genesis 3:15 to be fulfilled, the Noahic, Abrahamic, Mosaic, and
Davidic Covenants were established. Mankind in general was preserved in the
Noahic Covenant, a chosen group of people was called out in the Abrahamic
Covenant, a certain set of laws was given to these people in the Mosaic
Covenant, and a king was placed over these people in the Davidic Covenant, all
to ensure the coming of the Seed of the Woman who would reverse the curse,
crush the head of Satan, and bring many sons to glory.




THE MEDIATOR OF A NEW
COVENANT

Murungi Igweta

This was originally a sermon, which was preached on the 27 of January 2019
at Trinity Baptist Church, Donholm (Nairobi) Kenya. Murungi serves as one of
the elders at TBC. He loves expository preaching which is the main diet of the
church. He preached through the book of Hebrews in three years (26™ Nov.
2017 to 30™ August 2020).
He is now preaching through the Letter to the Romans on Sunday mornings.

Hebrews 9:15-22

The letter of Hebrews was written to Jews who were formerly in Judaism or who
were very familiar with the beliefs and practices of the Jewish people. By the
grace of God, they had become Christians and as a result were being persecuted
because of their faith. These severe afflictions had caused some of them to be
tempted to give up their faith and so this letter or sermon is an encouragement for
them to persevere in the Christian faith despite all the troubles this faith brought.

The author aims to show that Jesus' word and work are better than anything that
the readers of this letter might be tempted to abandon Jesus for. Actually, the truth
is not just that Jesus provided them with a better way of relating to God - it was,
in fact, the only way to God. This is because the Old Testament system of priests
and temples and sacrifices - that old way of relating to God, which was at one time
legitimate, had now been rendered unnecessary and ineffective because all that it
had pointed forward to, that is, the Promised Messiah, had been fulfilled and
superseded by Christ.

It compares and contrasts Jesus to various realities that would have at one time
been very important to his readers in terms of their former beliefs and practices.
For example, he has shown how, as important as the Old Testament Scriptures
were in revealing God, the revelation of God that Jesus brings is fuller and
clearer. Further, he has shown how Jesus was no mere angel, and could not have
been an angel but was in fact superior to them all. He has shown how Jesus is
superior to any prophet that had come before, including Moses and, currently, is
in the midst of an extended argument intended to show Jesus’ superiority as the
high priest, to any other priest that has come before. All these serves to show why
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, needed to be human as the only Redeemer of God’s
elect. He must have been the Mediator, between God and men.




How is Christ’s priesthood better than any other? Christ's priesthood is better
because:

« it gives us full and complete access to God as the Mediator.

+ it purifies and cleanses what the OT system could never purify and cleanse
- namely our conscience, by the Sacrifice of Himself acceptable to God.

» because the forgiveness and pardon it brings does not run out in a year's
time and thus must be renewed.

The central sentence is 9:15 which summarizes the remainder of the chapter 9:15—
28. This is why it forms our headline — the Mediator of the new covenant. Three
concepts are stated in 9:15 which are then elaborated in vv. 16-28:

1) Jesus is the mediator of a new covenant,
2) The covenant is established through death, and
3) The death of Jesus brings about the forgiveness of sins.

We shall prosecute this passage by asking three questions which all are
sufficiently answered in these eight verses.

1. How is Jesus the Mediator of the New Covenant? (v.15)

Let us try to understand the summary statement in verse 15. Notice that in this
verse we have huge contrast between the first and the new covenant which are
both expressly mentioned. The abolished covenant is here called the first
covenant, and this is a reference to the Mosaic covenant inaugurated in Mt Sinai.
This promised Canaan to the Israelites, but they lost it because of their constant
rebellion and grumbling. Moses was the mediator of this covenant and he himself
failed to receive its reward since he did not enter the Promised Land.

The Sacrifice: On the other hand, Christ is the Mediator of the new covenant. The
new covenant has already been explained in 8:7-13, having been promised in
Jeremiah 31:31-34. Christ is the Mediator of this new covenant through his death.
His death or his blood put it in place. This is why we read in Exodus 24:8, “This
is the blood of the covenant that God commanded for you” (v.20) Not even the
first covenant was inaugurated without blood (v.18). The Lord himself cited this
in Matthew 26:28, while instituting the Lord’s Supper saying, “for this is my
blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.”
And Paul reiterates the substance of this in 1Corinthians 11:25b saying, “This cup
is the new covenant in my blood.” Therefore, Christ is the Mediator of the New
covenant by his blood, or by his death and thus must have been a man. A perfectly

righteous man.
E



The Death: After Jesus’ death, the testamental terms, namely inheritance, could
be paid out to the heirs of his will. The Bible states, “...since a death has occurred
that redeems them from the transgressions committed under the old covenant.”
Therefore, Christ’s death is the cause or the source and the reason why those
called are put into the terms of the new covenant. His death paid the penalty due
to us for our sins. The wages of sin is death and thus he died so that we (who are
in him) do not die.

How were the Old Testament believers saved from their sins? By the gracious
covenant God made in the eternity past which He revealed to the Patriarchs like
Abraham. Abrahamic covenant had similar terms and promises as the new
covenant that could not be annulled by the law which came 430 years later.
Lenski puts it this way,

The Old Testament believers were saved by means of the Abrahamitic
testament and by means of all that was typical of Christ in the Mosaic
testament; but, of course, only on the strength of this death of Christ, which had
to occur in the fullness of time as it did occur. The Mosaic testament and all its
law came in “because of transgression” (Gal. 3:19) in order the more to drive
Israel to the promise that had been conserved in all the types of Christ in the
ceremonial features of the Mosaic testament.

Without Christ has the Mediator of the new covenant, everything that God
promised Abraham could not be achieved. His word would have been rendered of
no effect. Without Christ there will be none called, and even if so, the called could
not have any inheritance! It is because of Christ, the Mediator that there is both
the covenant and inheritance of the beneficiaries of the covenant, the
called. The perfect tense used, “those having been called,” shows an enduring
condition that is unchangeable! Those called for all time, whether in the old or in
the new covenant are all going to receive this inheritance.

Therefore, Christ is the Mediator of the new covenant by the means of his blood,
the sacrifice that he offered for us to God, in order that the wrath of God may be
turned away. Faith in Christ is the only means by which those who are here
described as the called, receive the promise of eternal inheritance. This was in the
first covenant demonstrated through the animal sacrifices that were offered to
point to Christ who was to come and offer the ultimate sacrifice. The point of this
verses 1s established — because a death has occurred, the will is in force and
therefore the inheritance is received!

At the end of verse 15, we see that the death, or the shedding of Jesus' blood that
happened redeems not only those like ourselves who are living in this new
covenant era that Jesus has inaugurated, but also those who committed
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transgressions under the first covenant. It saves Abel and Abraham. This is to say

Jesus' death was effective for God's people in every age, including those who

lived and died under the Old Testament administration of God's gracious

covenant. It has past, present and future implications. As John Piper puts it:
....Sometimes people wonder how those who lived before Christ were saved. The
answer is, they were saved in the same way that we are saved, through faith in
the shed blood of Christ. The sacrifices that they offered symbolized or pictured
the sacrifice of Christ who would offer Himself as their substitute. — Thus the
Old Testament sacrifices postponed the penalty for sins until Christ paid for them
at the cross. The salvation of the saints before Christ was, so to speak, on credit,
until Christ paid the bill....

2. How is the New Covenant Established? (vv. 16-18)

9:16—18 elaborates on the necessity of death for inaugurating or ratifying the
covenant. The word translated inaugurate in verse 18 means Verses 16—17, which
is only one sentence in Greek contain one of the thorniest interpretative issues in
the epistle. Scholars cannot agree whether the translation of diatheké in 9:16—-17
should be rendered as “will/testament” or “covenant.” Notice that 9:16—17 is one
sentence in the Greek text. The introductory particle in Greek functions
temporally or circumstantially to the event idea encoded in the noun “covenant.”
The meaning of the infinitive “to establish” can be interpreted in three different
senses: (1) in the sense of “offering” within a sacrificial context; (2) “to be
represented,” or (3) in the sense of “bringing something forward.” Verse 17
provides the grounds for what was stated in verse 16 as evidenced using the Greek
subordinating conjunction gar, “for.”

Hebrews 9:18-22 is a sub-paragraph functioning to provide an example from
Exodus to illustrate the necessity of the death of a sacrifice argued in vv. 16-17
which is summarized in v. 22: “without the shedding of blood there is no
forgiveness.” The unit is straightforward: verse 18 states the old covenant was
inaugurated with blood, verses 19-21summarize the ratification of the covenant
according to the ceremony by Moses in Exodus 24:1-8, and verse 22 draws two
conclusions: the law demands cleansing with blood, and without the shedding of
blood there is no forgiveness of sins.

One of the difficulties I have faced in life is having the responsibility to execute
my father’s estate to my siblings. The first obstacle is to establish that the testator
is dead and so the Kenyan law demands a death certificate. This is the first
document to be obtained as soon as a person has died to execute his last will in
the matter of his property. This is what verse 16 and 17 is telling us. For where
the last will or testament is involved, the death of the one who made it must be
established. The last will is written by a person while he is still alive —




may [ advise you people to make sure that you have written a will so that you may
not leave behind quarrels and fights over property among your children? In as
much as the will is written by a person while he is alive, it does not, and it cannot
take effect while you are alive because you still have the discretion to change it.
However, once the testator has died, then his will may be executed. The point is
made, the propositions of verse 16 and 17 are true to this day.

Christ is the Heir of all things (1:2) whom God, the owner of all things, promised
to Abraham. We inherit from him and so he is the testator as far as his people, ‘the
called,” are concerned. This is how we are heirs of God and fellow heirs with
Christ as Paul says in Romans 8:17. His death makes the inheritance accessible to
us who are called by God to be his. When we read the passion of Christ in the
Gospels, I am sure that we least enjoy reading that Christ ‘gave up his spirit’ or
that He was buried. Yet it is one of the most important elements of the gospel —
his death must be established for us to have a portion of his inheritance for He is
the Testator for those called to inherit the eternal inheritance.

It should therefore be clear to us that Christ is the Mediator in the sense that
through him and by his death as the testator we have his inheritance with him since
he is not permanently confined by death like the rest of human beings whose last
wills and testaments are executed permanently. So, we are in effect only fellow
heirs with Christ, for He forever lives and forever makes us fellow heirs with him,
heirs who never die so that their inheritance is forever inheritance. It is what Peter
describes as an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in
heaven for you. (1 Peter 1:4).

3. What is Our Benefit from this New Covenant?

9:19-22 elaborates on the necessity of the shedding of blood from the sacrifices of
calves and goats. Other ceremonial elements such as water and scarlet wool and
hyssop, the sprinkling of blood are mentioned. The primary benefit for sinners
brought into the new covenant is the forgiveness of sins. These are the basic
benefits:

1) Being in the new covenant

2) Forgiveness of sins and purification

3) Accessible worship
Being in the new covenant
This is not a small thing; it needed the blood of the Son of God to make it a
reality for his people. All the millions of animals that were killed could not
accomplish this. Verse 19 underscores the fact that both covenants, the first and
the new, demand blood. The difference is that all the blood shed under the first
belonged to calves and goats and they were unable to accomplish what Christ’s




once for all sacrifice of himself accomplished. But the fact is that both covenants
find their strength in alien blood — no sinner can present his own blood and
succeed in atoning for his sins. Under the law almost everything is purified with
blood, and without shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins (v.22). Blood
was used in one way or another for the cleansing of sinners because it is alien
blood that is presented to atone for the sinner.
What this shows however, is that we are in the new covenant where all these
bloody sacrifices are not necessary or useful. Under the new covenant we are not
reminded of our sins every now and then in order to present the alien blood of
goats and calves. Why? Because Jesus Christ has accomplished what these
sacrifices demanded. Being partakers of the new covenant means that we have
been included into the commonwealth of the people of God and enjoy all the new
covenant blessings that have already been highlighted from the passage in 8:8-13
cited from Jeremiah 31:31-34:

< “I'will establish a new covenant,”
s “I will make with the house of Israel,”
s “I'will put my laws into their minds,”
< “I'will write them on their hearts,”
< “I'will be their God,”
% “Iwill be merciful towards their iniquities,” and
% “I'will remember their sins no more.”

What is better than having all these new covenant blessings? Especially that God
promises to be our God and for us to be his people should be sufficient for us. We
notice and rejoice in the certainty of what God promises to do by the “I will...”
not ‘I might’! Are you a partaker of these wonderful new covenant blessings?
What hinders you from receiving them today? It is not that God is unwilling, for
God says, “I will...” rather it is that you will not or would not come and receive
God’s free bounty. Would stop procrastinating and come to Christ today? Believe
in His merit, and His sacrifice and His death and live.

Forgiveness of sins

The presence of a mediator implies that there is enmity or hostility and
estrangement. This enmity between God and man is because God is infinitely holy
and men are totally sinful. Therefore, that there is need for reconciliation. So the
Mediator comes between estranged parties and works to reconcile them. How
does Jesus do this? It is not by getting the two parties to work it between
themselves, but it is by meeting the legal demands of the infinitely holy God and
supplies the needs of sinners.




In both the Old and the New Testament, the shedding of blood played a central
role. It fully addressed and atoned for human sin, it was, for a time, an agent for
external purification and cleansing, and ultimately it was the efficient means by
which God's promised inheritance - his "last and will and testament," so to speak,
was activated for the good of his people.

The wedge that drives man away from God is sin. Sin stands between God. The
means of bringing a totally depraved sinner to an infinitely holy God is Jesus
Christ, God-Man. But thanks be to God, for there is one God, and there is one
mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself as a
ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the proper time. (1 Timothy 2:5- 6)

THE SACRIFICE OF CHRIST

Murungi Igweta

This was originally a sermon, which was part of consequtive exposition of
Hebrews on Sunday mornings. It was preached on the 3™ February 2019 at
Trinity Baptist Church, Donholm (Nairobi) Kenya.

Hebrews 9:23-28
The Saviour must have been a human being because a sacrifice was needed to
atone for our sins. There is no other world religion which offers a clear way of
dealing with human sin other than our most holy faith. Christ’s sacrifice as a
substitute for sinners is unrepeatable. It cannot ever be repeated for it
accomplished all that it was intended to accomplish. It is also perfectly efficacious
— powerful, able to save to the uttermost all those who are in Christ.

Why is this so important? Because there is a common teaching called, “The
Perpetual offering of Christ” which has been taught for centuries, but which
contradicts the Biblical teaching taught in these verses. The teaching goes
something like this, ‘since Christ is a perpetual priest, therefore his sacrificial
offering must be essentially perpetual.” This doctrine was officially revealed at
the Council of Trent (1544) to counter the Protestant reformation. It is this
doctrine that informs the great significance that Roman Catholics put on weekly
‘holy mass’ and informs the crucifix and rosary that has the supposed body of
Christ on the cross. Roman Catholics rarely have an empty cross for this reason!
One of their own theologians, Ludwig Ott writes,




The Holy Mass is a true and proper sacrifice. It is physical and
propitiatory, removing sins and conferring the grace of repentance.
Propitiated by the offering of this sacrifice, God, by granting the grace of
the gift and the gift of Penance, remits trespasses and sins however
grievous they may be.

What he is saying is that God’s satisfaction regarding sin depends upon the
weekly mass! This undermines the efficacy, the significance, and the singularity
of the once for all sacrifice of Christ for the atonement of sins, propitiation of
God’s wrath and redemption of sinners. Therefore, this doctrine should be rejected
and held in the contempt it deserves.

Jesus is not being crucified again — he was once for all offered as the sacrifice.
Therefore, the Catholic Mass and the protestant holy communion are essentially
different. We believe that the Lord’s Communion or the Lord’s Supper, while
indeed a means of grace, it is for commemorating the death of Christ, not for
offering the sacrifice of Christ.

Christ is said to appear three times in this passage. But of all the three times, it is
always not for himself but for us. We shall consider them as they are presented
even though it is not chronological:

1. Christ Appeared in Heaven on our Behalf (vv. 23-24)

In these two verses we are presented with the atonement of Jesus with this once-
and-for-all sacrifice of Christ, which has a Greek perfect tense attached to it. This
means that the effects of the so called “Christ Event” were not just for that
particular historical moment, but the results of Jesus Christ’s death and
resurrection are still in force today, tomorrow, and into the eternity. It is only the
author of Hebrews who calls Jesus Christ the “High Priest" and in that manner he
stands above and beyond the Levitical priesthood (Hebrews 8:1-13).

Verse 23 presents the necessity of the old covenant sacrifices and what they
accomplished. In as much as they were necessary, they were nothing more than
copies. They needed the legally prescribed purification. However, if you compare
all the old covenant sacrifices with what we have in Christ, the adjective, better is
used of this new sacrifice. Just like the Old Testament priests, Christ has entered,
not into the earthly holy places made with (human) hands, which are copies of the
true things, but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our

behalf.




We read that Christ appeared before God on behalf of all believing humanity (v.
24), and he completed the sacrifice once and for all. All that is required of
humanity, whether non-believing or believing, is to accept, receive and trust what
Jesus did and by so doing begin to experience the benefits of his sacrifice.

Verses 24-28, tells us two theological issues, namely the sphere of heaven, and
the functional place of Jesus. First, we are privileged to know that God’s throne
is located in heaven and that is from where God addresses us, and it is also a place
where Jesus is empowered to function as a man on our behalf. Heaven is a place
where the presence of God is manifested in its fullness and as such the names of
those who have been claimed via death are documented (Hebrews 12:23;
Revelation 3: 12). This can be further stated as follows:

1) The purification of the earthly tabernacle:
Everything associated with the earthly tabernacle which was a copy of the
heavenly sanctuary had to be made acceptable to God. This included the
structure, it’s furnishings, and even the people who served there.All was flawed
by sin and required a blood sacrifice to be made acceptable to God. therefore, it
was necessary for the copies of the heavenly things to be purified with these rites.

2) The purification of the heavenly tabernacle:

Everything in heaven is already sinless, or else it could not be in God’s
presence. What is the correlation between the two? What still needs to be made
pure in order to be in God’s presence? The answer is in Verse 24 — for Christ fo
appear in the presence of God on our behalf. Therefore, Jesus Christ, through
His blood, makes us acceptable to come before God in the true tabernacle.H i s
blood makes our persons acceptable to God, our worship acceptable, our prayers
acceptable, our gifts acceptable, our songs acceptable and ultimately, our
persons acceptable in heaven for all eternity! The heavenly reality, also has blood,
in fact better blood — the blood of Christ which was shed only once.

Question: will there ever come a time when the unblemished blood of Christ will
cease to be acceptable to God? No — Christ is the Judge, who justifies. Our
eternity has been well and perfectly secured by the Lord Jesus Christ. If we are in
Him, when we shall appear before Him, He will acquit by the virtue of His own
merit and blood and present us to God blameless, having been cleansed by his
blood. God will receive us as His own children, bought by His Son, sealed by His
Spirit and we shall forever be with the Lord in all eternity.

Therefore, we look forward to that time when we shall appear in the presence of
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the place we desire to be, where we shall be with God. we shall be free from all
sin and all the miseries of sin. Then we shall enjoy all the blessedness found in
God. A Man, there is a real man in heaven for us! Men, yes real men, saved by
the real Man, trusting in this God-man, will be in God’s presence for ever!

2. Christ Appeared on Earth for Us (vv. 25-26)

We have seen the correspondence between the heavenly reality and the earthly
copy in the need for the purification by the blood. The earthly sanctuary which
was a copy depended on the blood of animals that pointed to that of Christ. But
there is sharp contrast in the blood offered; while the earthly copy depended on
animal blood, that was shed repeatedly, the heavenly tabernacle has the blood of
Christ, shed once and so verse 25 states, “Nor was it to offer himself
repeatedly...”

If anyone thinks that there is a need for Christ to repeatedly offer himself, then
there is a grave implication: “then he would have to suffer repeatedly since the
foundation of the world. But as it is, he appeared once for all at the end of ages to
put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.”

There is no need for another sacrifice because Christ’s sacrifice was the first and
the last. Even the former sacrifices were not an end in themselves, but pointed to
Christ’s sacrifice which is an end in and of itself. Christ’s sacrifice did not need
the support of the former sacrifices, the former sacrifices needed to find their
fulfilment in the reality, which is Christ’s blood. Therefore, there is no need for
another sacrifice because Christ’s sacrifice atones once for all.

One of the things that many Christians struggle with is discouragement out of
their doubts because of their sin. For some it becomes a point of despair to think
about their past sins — and the past offences must pain our hearts and our
eyes. Do you rarely get excited about serving God and enjoying the Christian life
because you are convinced that God is angry with you because of the sins you
have committed? Are you sometimes tempted to think that God has given
up on you because you have sinned big time? Do you often feel like you simply
cannot get past your dark past? Then I want to speak to you in clear terms here.
There is great stability of our relationship with God through the blood of
Christ. His was the last sacrifice for sin for all time.Past sin is covered, the
present sins are atoned for and the future sin is fully pardoned because of being in
Christ. Yes! the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. (1John 1:7)

Do you think this will encourage you to sin more as some have asserted? Not at
all, for, why did Christ appear on earth? The Bible tells us that Christ appeared
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once for all at the end of ages to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself. Christ’s
death was to put away the sins of his elect. You shall call his name Jesus for he
shall save his people from their sins. We are saved from our sins and so, even when
we fall into sin, we hate the sin, we know that we shall rise again and we do rise
again in confession of sin and repentance.

3. Christ will appear again for us (vv. 27-28)

Death is certain. If there is one thing in this life that is absolutely certain, then it
is death. You can try to turn death away by medication and all, but eventually you
will not succeed. No one is able to cheat death — it comes and has taken away
many people, even the best of doctors. When Mr Death knocks at your door, you
cannot say that you are not ready! Since death is sure, then prepare for it. Let us
learn from Moses the man of God this prayer, “Lord, teach us to number our days
that we may get hearts of wisdom.” (Ps 90:12). For all flesh is like grass and all its
glory like the flower of grass. The grass withers, and the flower falls, but the word
of God remains forever. And this word is the good news that was preached to
you.” (1 Peter 1:24,25) In any case, precious in the sight of the Lord is the death
of his saints. (Psalm 116:15)

Men naturally die once. You are either alive or dead. And if you are dead, then
you are not alive! The cases of those who like Enoch, or Elijah, or those who were
raised from the dead like Lazarus are only but exceptions to prove the rule of
God’s sovereignty over death. Those who will be alive at the time of Christ’s
coming are also not in view here. The human condition is that every man must die
once, and only once lose this mortal life. And this serves to demonstrate the
comparison:

Christ sacrifice was once. Christ was offered as a sin-bearing sacrifice only once.
Just as it is certain that it is appointed for men to die once, so too is the certainty
that Christ is coming again. Owen says, “As they must die everyone, and everyone
but once; so Christ was to die, suffer, to offer himself, and that but once.” From
this Owen draws two things which we must take notice:

1) As man was to die once legally and penally(sic) for sin, by the sentence of
the law, and no more; so Christ died, suffered and offered once, and no
more, to bear sin, to expiate it, and thereby to take away death so far as it
was penal.

2) As after death men must appear again the second time unto judgment, to
undergo condemnation thereon; so after his once offering, to take away sin
and death, Christ shall appear the second time to free us from judgment,
and to bestow on us eternal salvation.
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Christ will come again. The evidence for it is that it is appointed for men to die
once. But why is Christ coming back? It is not to deal with sin as it was when he
appeared on earth the first time, rather it is to gather his elect, his people. He will
come to gather his own whether dead in Christ, or believers who are alive.

What does this mean? It means that Christians have Christ, the Son of God, the
Almighty Lord on our side. He is soon coming for us and so no matter what
happens, we know that we have a future in heaven for sure! It is amazing to know
that all my sins are forgiven, I am accepted by God in Christ, and Jesus Christ is
soon coming for me, all because of the shed blood of Christ for my sin — even so,
it is well with my soul!

Thus Jesus Christ is not only truly God, but also truly man. He became Man so
that He can be our Mediator. He became Man so that He be the only Redeemer of
God’s elect by occupying the offices of a Prophet, Priest and King. He became our
perfect sacrifice to atone for our sins. He came died our death. He defeated death
in the mortal flesh. Thus it was necessary that the Founder of our salvation be
absolutely human, be tempted in every way, yet defeat sin and death and therefore
become our true Saviour!

CATECHISM ON THE PERSON AND WORK OF
CHRIST FROM SPURGEON’S CATECHISM

Q20. Who is the Redeemer of God’s elect?

Answer. The only Redeemer of God’s elect is the Lord Jesus Christ, who
being the eternal Son of God, became man, and so was and continues to be
God and man, in two distinct natures and one person for ever.

Q21. How did Christ, being the Son of God, become man?
Apnswer. Christ, the Son of God, became man by taking to Himself a true
body, and a reasonable soul, being conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
in the womb of the Virgin Mary, and born of her, yet without sin.

Q22. What offices does Christ execute as our Redeemer?
Answer.  Christ as our Redeemer executes the offices of a prophet, of a priest,
and of a king, both in His state of humiliation and exaltation.

ﬂ




Q23. How does Christ execute the office of a prophet?
Apnswer. Christ executes the office of a prophet, in revealing to us, by His
Word and Spirit, the will of God for our salvation.

Q24. How does Christ execute the office of a priest?

Apnswer.  Christ executes the office of a priest, in His once offering up
Himself a sacrifice to satisfy divine justice, and to reconcile us to God, and
in making continual intercession for us.

Q25. How does Christ execute the office of a king?

Apnswer. Christ executes the office of a king, in subduing us to Himself, in
ruling and defending us, and in restraining and conquering all His and our
enemies.

Q26. Wherein did Christ’s humiliation consist?

Apnswer. Christ’s humiliation consisted in His being born, and that in a low
condition, made under the law, undergoing the miseries of this life, the wrath
of God, and the cursed death of the cross; in being buried, and continuing
under the power of death for a time.

Q27. Wherein consists Christ’s exaltation?

Apnswer. Christ’s exaltation consists in His rising again from the dead on the
third day, in ascending up into heaven, in sitting at the right hand of God the
Father, and in coming to judge the world at the last day.

Q28. How are we made partakers of the redemption

purchased by Christ?
Apnswer. We are made partakers of the redemption purchased by Christ, by
the effectual application of it to us by His Holy Spirit.

Q29. How does the Spirit apply to us the redemption

purchased by Christ?
Apnswer. The Spirit applies to us the redemption purchased by Christ, by
working faith in us, and thereby uniting us to Christ in our effectual calling.




COMMON QUESTION NO. 18

IS JESUS GOD?
Keith Underhill

This series of Answers to Common Questions can be found as an A5 size leaflet
of 4 pages at https://www.trinity.or.ke in a format for printing and distribution.

“We believe ... in one Lord Jesus Christ, the Son of God, begotten of the Father
as only begotten, that is, from the essence of the Father, God from God, Light
from Light, true God from true God, begotten not created, of the same essence
(ousia) as the Father ...” (The Creed of Nicea, 325 A.D.)

From the time of the apostles the Christian Church has confessed Jesus is God,
because it is what the Scriptures of the Old and New Testament clearly teach.

(1) The Old Testament.
There are many prophecies about the coming of the Saviour.

* Psalm 110:1 is often quoted in the New Testament, even by Jesus Himself
about Himself (Matthew 22:43-44, see Hebrews 5:6, 7:17). The LORD
(Jehovah) speaks to one who is David’s Lord. ‘Lord’ (Adonai) here only
ever used of God. This One sits at God’s right hand, being both God and yet
separate from Him.

» Isaiah (9:6-7) spoke of a child to be born, one of whose names was to be
Mighty God. He had to be God as well as man because of the nature and
everlasting character of His kingdom.

» Jeremiah (23:6) sees Him as the LORD (Jehovah) our righteousness.

(2) The Gospels.
* Matthew 1:23. Jesus’ name is Immanuel, “God with us.”

» John 1:1. The opening of the Gospel of John clearly states that the Word (=
Jesus, who became man, verse 14), is both “with God” and is “Goed”.  This

reflects the doctrine of the Trinity which states that there are three Persons in
the Godhead.

» John 5:18. The Jews accuse Jesus of “making Himself equal with God”
because He called God His own Father (see verse 17). To the Jew to claim
to be the son of someone is to claim to be equal with him.  Jesus does not
dispute this implication but goes on to assert His doing divine works, raising
the dead and judging all, so that He is to receive the very same honour as the
Father (verses 19-29).
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John 8:58. Jesus says, “Before Abraham was, I am.”The Jews are about to
stone Him because I AM is the name of God (see Exodus 3:14).

John 10:33. The Jews again accuse Jesus of blasphemy, because “you, being
a man, make yourself God”, having stated “I and the Father are one” (verse
30). Although they are about to put Him to death, He does not tell them they
are wrong, but defends Himself from Scripture (verses 34-36).

John 20:28. When Thomas is finally convinced that Jesus is risen from the
dead, he exclaims, “My Lord and my God.” Jesus does not rebuke him for
blasphemy but pronounces a blessing on those who believe this without
having seeing Him (verse 29).

(3) The New Testament Letters.

Romans 9:5. “... the Christ, who is God over all, blessed for ever” (ESV).

There are many quotations from the Old Testament that refer to God
(Jehovah, LORD), but which are applied to Jesus — Matthew 11:10, John
12:41, Hebrews 1:10, for example.
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Philippians 2:6. ... though He was in the form of God, did not count
equality with God a thing to be grasped, ...” The words “form of God”
imply His equality with God. He did not grasp at this exalted position, but
humbled Himself by coming into the world.

Colossians 2:9. “For in Him the whole fullness of the deity dwells bodily.”
The undivided being of God in its whole fullness dwells in the incarnate Lord.

Titus 2:13. “... the appearing of our great God and Saviour Jesus Christ.”
This person, Jesus Christ, is both God and Saviour.

Hebrews 1:8. “Your throne, O God, is for ever and ever, ...” From verse 5
the author is showing how much greater the Son is than the angels.He is the
Son (5), worshipped by angels (6), on an everlasting throne (8), called God’s
throne, creator of earth and heavens (10). Sitting at God’s right hand (13).

2 Peter 1:1. “... our God and Saviour Jesus Christ.”
1 John 5:20. “He is the true God and eternal life.”

(4) Other Evidence of His Deity.

He possesses divine names. The predominant use of ‘Lord’ (LORD in the Old
Testament) identifies Him as Jehovah/Yahweh, the name of God in covenant
relationship with His people. ‘God’ is a more general term, so calling Jesus
Lord is actually a stronger word for His deity.




He has divine attributes. Jesus is eternal (Revelation 22:13), unchangeable (Heb.
13:8), glorious (James 2:1), etc.

He performs divine works. He created everything (John 1:3, Colossians 1:16-
17), He upholds everything He has made (Colossians 1:17, Hebrews 1:3), He has
authority to forgive (Mark 2:5-7), He is the final judge (John 5:25-29)

Divine worship is given to Him. Angels worship Him (Hebrews 1:6), all will
honour the Son as they do the Father (John 5:23), in heaven He receives worship
with the Father (Revelation 5:11-14), the saints call upon His name (Acts 1:24,

1 Corinthians 1:2), and He is the object of our complete trust (John 14:1).

(5) Problems.
He said He does not know when He will return the second time (Matt. 24:36).

* He said the Father is greater than He is (John 14:28).
* He was tempted, but God cannot be tempted (James 1:13).
* He died, but God is immortal (1 Timothy 6:16).

We must remember that God the Son became flesh as we are. He united a true
human nature to Himself, so we say that He is one person with two natures, the
divine and the human. Sometimes He did things that only God does (forgiveness,
resurrection); at other times things that only man does (prayer in
dependence on His Father). Yet, all are acts of the one Person, Jesus Christ. An
example is Acts 20:28, ‘God obtained the church with His own blood’. It is
Jesus the man who shed His blood, yet it is God whose blood was shed! Both
are true of the one person. Whatever is done in either nature is the action of the
person. Check out 1 Corinthians 2:8, Colossians 1:13-14, John 3:13, 6:62.

So when He says He does not know when He will return, that is according to
His manhood. The Father was greater than the incarnate Son who humbled
Himself and lived a life of submission to the Father. Now our Lord sits on the
throne of God (Matt. 25:31)! It is because He is truly a man that He was
tempted. Hebrews makes it very clear that He became “flesh and blood” that He
might die (2:14-15).

He must be God otherwise He cannot save us. No mere man could ‘take up His
life again’ after having been crucified (John 10:17), and then never die again. And
if He did not rise from the dead then we have no Saviour from our sins (so

1 Cor. 15:17). No mere man could live a sinless life, a life of perfect obedience
to the law of God, in thought, word and deed, from beginning to end (Heb. 4:15,
7:26). He had to be sinless in order to offer up for us an acceptable sacrifice.
As the infinite God His sacrifice could avail for countless others. So it is God
Himself who came to redeem us. What love that “surpasses knowledge™!
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COVENANT THEOLOGY AND THE

HISTORY OF GOD’S PEOPLE
Keith Underhill

This article concludes the study on Covenant Theology from the last issue #136

In the last edition of Grace & Truth, I showed you that the whole of the Bible is
centred in the idea of covenant. The various covenants are the foundation upon
which all that takes place rests. For example, you cannot understand the politics
of a country unless you know the constitution upon which it rests. So we are
going to see how the Noahic, Abrahamic, Mosaic and Davidic covenants
influence the history of the people of God and are the background to the
statements of the prophets.

The essence of the covenant relationship is the promise, ‘I will be your God and
you shall be my people.” In each covenant there were more specific promises
with  corresponding responsibilities.  Ultimately the promises were
unconditional, in the sense that God would guarantee their fulfilment. But those
with whom God entered into a covenant relationship were given their clear
responsibilities, and failure to fulfil these would bring severe consequences.

1. NOAH

The promise — “The waters shall never again become a flood to destroy all flesh”
(Genesis 9:15).

Noah was given the original creation mandate to be fruitful and multiply (9:1).

There are few further references to this covenant in the Scriptures, although there
are many references to the Flood. In Isaiah 54:9 God wants to assure His people
that He will return to them in great compassion with everlasting love
(verses 7-8). He says it is like the promise He swore to Noah that the waters
“should no more go over the earth”. Both are promises that God guarantees
with an oath! See also 2 Peter 3:4-7. There must not be another destructive Flood
so that God’s purposes of redemption can be fulfilled.

2. ABRAHAM

The promise — “You shall be a father of many nations ... I give to you and your
descendants after you the land in which you are a stranger, all the land of
Canaan, as an everlasting possession; and I will be their God” (Genesis 17:5,8).

On Abraham’s side there was the command to circumcise all males (17:9-14).




The lives of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, can each be seen as a test of their faith in
the covenant promises. They had been promised a multitude of descendants but
Abraham had to wait 25 years for the first child/son to be born; then Isaac’s
wife was barren, as also was Jacob’s wife Rachel. They only gave birth after
prayer.

The Patriarchs had been promised the land of Canaan, yet it was a land of famine,
a land subject to invasion, and by the time he died Abraham only had a
burial place to call his own (Genesis 25:9-10). The great famine came and the
entire family of Jacob went to live in a foreign land, Egypt. Here they became
slaves and the Pharaoh’s plan was to kill all male children (Exodus 1:15-22). If
so, then God’s covenant promise would fail. What would God do? Why would
He do anything?  “God heard their groaning, and God remembered His
covenant with Abraham, with Isaac, and with Jacob” (Exodus 2:24).Again and
again God declares that He will act to redeem them from Egyptian bondage and
bring back into the land of Canaan because of His covenant promises (see Exodus
6:2-9, Deuteronomy 1:8, 9:5).

In the incident of the golden calf Moses pleads with God not to destroy the people
on the basis of His promise to the Patriarchs (Exodus 32:11-14).

The people were protected and provided for during the wilderness wanderings, so
that they could enter the land, because of the covenant promises (Psalm
105:39-42, see verses 8-11).

It was on the basis of these covenant promises that God re-established the
covenant in the plains of Moab before entering the promised land (Deuteronomy
29:10-15).

The conquest of the land of Canaan was a fulfilment of the covenant made with
Abraham. David celebrates this in 1 Chronicles 16:15-18, also Neh. 9:7-8

Why was God so patient with His unfaithful people? Although they were justly
oppressed by other nations He did not destroy them “because of His covenant
with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob” (2 Kings 13:23).

The prophet Micah looks forward to future blessing, ultimately the new covenant,
and proclaims that this is God’s faithfulness, His steadfast love to Abraham
(7:18-20).

Mary, in her Magnificat (Luke 1:46-55), because of the Son in her womb, rejoices
in the remembrance of God’s mercy, “as He spoke to our fathers, to
Abraham and to his offspring for ever” (verse 55). Zechariah, the father of John
the Baptist, in his prophecy (Luke 1:68-79), knew that his son would “go
before the Lord” (verse 76). This “Lord” Jesus would be the Saviour, the fruit
of “the oath that He swore to our Father Abraham” (verse 73).
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The coming of the Lord Jesus Christ is the fulfilment of the promise of an
offspring to Abraham (Acts 3:25, Galatians 3:16). If we belong to Christ by
faith then we are also Abraham’s offspring (Galatians 3:29). Christ was
crucified so that “the blessing of Abraham might come to the Gentiles”
(Galatians 3:14).

So, the history from the time of Abraham to the coming of Christ must be
considered in the light of the promises made to Abraham.

3. MOSES

The promise — “You shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation”
(Exodus 19:6).

There were conditions to enjoying the blessings of the covenant, and there were
curses upon disobedience, as detailed in Leviticus 26 and Deuteronomy 28.

There was the specific sign of the sabbath (Exodus 31:12-17), and it is actually
called the covenant (verse 16).  So in the life of the people of Israel, and
especially in their disobedience, there is emphasis on the sabbath (Nehemiah
13:15-22, Isaiah 56:2,4,6, 58:13-14, Jeremiah 17:19-27).

The history of the nation of Israel is to be viewed from the perspective of their
obedience or disobedience to the law of God given them on Mount Sinai in the
covenant. When they obeyed they experienced the blessings of Deuteronomy
28:1-14. When they disobeyed they experienced the curses of the covenant as
in Deuteronomy 28:15-68. The ultimate curse was to be expelled from the land
of Canaan, which is what happened when their sin was incurable.

Why was the northern kingdom of Israel sent into exile in 722 B.C.? Because
“they rejected His statutes and His covenant that He had made with their fathers,
and His testimonies which He had testified against them; they followed
idols” (2 Kings 17:15, see verses 34-40). “Then the king of Assyria carried Israel
away captive to Assyria, ... because they did not obey the voice of the LORD
their God, but transgressed His covenant and all that Moses the servant of the
LORD had commanded” (2 Kings 18:11-12).

Why did Elijah prophecy a drought? Because this was one of the curses of the
covenant (Deuteronomy 28:23-24). Whenever the prophets speak of
judgements we must see them as an outworking of the covenant curses. So
Jeremiah spoke in chapter 11 of his prophecy.

The great reformation that took place in the reign of King Josiah (2 Kings 22-
23) was occasioned by the discovery of the Book of the Covenant, which was
probably Deuteronomy or a part of it (23:2). They sought to do all that was
commanded, especially keeping the Passover, which had not been so kept since
the days of Samuel (2 Chronicles 35:18).




Why did the southern kingdom of Judah experience exile at last? “Because they
have forsaken the covenant of the Lord their God” (Jeremiah 22:9).

Despite the greatness of their sin the Lord promised they would return to the land.
Why? Because He is a covenant keeping God (Leviticus 26:44-45). This is the idea
behind the word translated ‘steadfast love’ (ESV), chesed in Hebrew (Nehemiah
9:32).

What is the relationship between the Abrahamic and Mosaic covenants? The law, the
Mosaic covenant was “added Dbecause of transgressions” (Galatians
3:19). It was added to the covenant made with Abraham to guarantee the fulfilment
of the promises to Abraham, by keeping the people separate from the
nations around them through the law. But it was only until “the offspring should
come” which is Christ (see verse 16). So the Mosaic covenant with the people
of Israel was from the time of Moses until the coming of Christ. It was our
guardian until Christ came (verses 24-25). Hebrews makes it quite clear that
the Mosaic covenant is ‘old’ and is no longer in force (see 8:13). There was nothing
wrong with the covenant itself but it had no power to make the people
“continue in my covenant” (8:9). Note: This does not mean that laws such as the
Ten Commandments are no longer in force.

4. DAVID

The promise — “Your house and your kingdom shall be established forever before
you” (2 Samuel 7:16).

Although there was the command to obey the law, there was also the
unconditional promise never to take back this covenant. “If he commits
iniquity, I will chasten him with the rod of men and with the blows of the sons
of men. But My mercy shall not depart from him, as I took it from Saul, whom
I removed from before you. And your house and your kingdom shall be
established forever before you” (2 Samuel 7:14-16).

The reign of Solomon was the initial fulfilment of the covenant with David (1
Kings 8:22-26). Note: We must learn to turn God’s covenant promises into petitions
for God to do what He has said.

Why did the kingdom not end when Solomon sinned and did not keep the
covenant? “For the sake of My servant David, and for the sake of Jerusalem which
I have chosen” (1 Kings 11:13).

There were many unfaithful kings in the southern kingdom of Judah. Why was
God so patient, so unwilling to destroy it? “Yet the LORD would not destroy the
house of David, because of the covenant that He had made with David, and since He
had promised to give a lamp to him and to his sons forever” (2 Chronicles 21:7, see
also 1 Kings 11:36, 15:4).




Psalm 89 is penned because it seemed that the Lord has “renounced the covenant
of Your servant” (verse 39). The first 39 verses detail the covenant with David.
The last 14 verses complain that God seems to “cast off and rejected ... your
anointed” (verse 38).

It is true that there were no official kings in Judah from the time of the exile. But
the king that David was promised did come — the Lord Jesus Christ, read Luke
1:32,69, 2:4,11, John 7:42, Acts 13:34-36, 15:16, Revelation 3:7, 5:5, 22:16. He
sits on David’s throne for ever!

5. NEW

The promise — “I will put My law in their minds, and write it on their hearts;

and I will be their God, and they shall be My people. No more shall every man

teach his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, 'Know the LORD,' for
they all shall know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them, says the

LORD. For I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember no more”

(Jeremiah 31:33-34).

There are no conditions to this new covenant. It guarantees that all in the covenant

will “walk in My statutes and be careful to obey My rules” (Ezekiel

36:27). This is because, instead of being written on stone, God’s law is now

written on the heart. That was the problem with the old covenant, it had no

power to give obedience. All it could do was to condemn those who broke it (so

Romans 3:20).

Through the sacrifice of Christ (His blood) this new covenant has been established

(Matthew 26:28, Hebrews 9:15-22, 12:24, 13:20).

Rejoice that if you are in Christ you are under this new covenant. What does it

means for you?

v God’s law is now in your mind and written on your heart. This is the same
law as summarized in the Ten Commandments. You understand it and love
it and want to keep it.

v'  God is your God and you belong to His people.

v You know God personally in Christ and by the Spirit.

v Your sins are all forgiven, never to be remembered by God so as to act
against you.

Praise the Lord!




ADMINISTRATION OF THE
ORDINANCES (2): THE LORD’S SUPPER

Murungi Igweta

Murungi Igweta is a Pastor with Trinity Baptist Church, Nairobi.In this article he is
continuing with his writing on aspects of the life and ministry of the local church. He
brings a welcome corrective in a day when many do not count the ordinances of
baptism and the Lord’s Supper as very important for them.

In the last article I wrote that there are two ordinances for the church of Christ —
baptism and the Lord’s Supper. Baptism is the ordinance that signifies our
spiritual union with God through Christ’s death and resurrection by the glory of
the Father that we too might walk in the newness of life. The Lord’s Supper,
which is of our interest in this article, is the ordinance of communion with God
through continuance in the grace we received from Christ by faith. It also called
Holy Communion or the Eucharist. But a preferable designation is “the Lord’s
Supper” since it separates it from all other meals. It is the supper of Christ with
His bride, the church.

In the Lord’s supper we feed on Christ who is the Bread of Life (John 6:48). He
said that He is the bread that comes down from heaven, so that one may eat of it
and not die. He is the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of
this bread, he will live forever... unless you eat of the flesh of the Son of Man and
drink of his blood, you have no life in you. For His flesh is true food, and his
blood is true drink. Whoever feeds on Christ’s flesh and drinks his blood abides
in Him and He in him. (John 6:48-58). This is a picture form of the Word of how
believers are to live upon Christ.

1. Where did the Lord instruct the observance of Lord’s Supper
in the Scripture?

Concerning the Lord’s Supper, Paul wrote to the Corinthians,

“For I received from the Lord what I also delivered to you, that the Lord Jesus on the
night when he was betrayed took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it,

and said, ‘This is my body, which is for you. Do this in remembrance of me.’ In the

same way also he took the cup, after supper, saying, ‘This cup is the new




covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ For
as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until
he comes” (1 Cor. 11:23-26). Paul had in mind the institution of the Lord’s
Supper by the Lord in Matthew 26:26-29 (C.f. Mark 14:22-25; Luke 22:14-20).
The command from the Lord Jesus that we should be participating in the Lord’s
Supper is unmistakable. He said, “Do this in remembrance of me.” The spiritual
significance of the Lord’s Supper over the Passover is obvious.

2. Why is it called the Lord’s Supper?

Because Christ instituted it by giving us its menu, that is the elements of the
bread and the cup, with the former signifying his body and the latter his blood.
It is the Lord’s supper, because the Lord commanded its observance. He
commanded that we eat and drink it in his remembrance. It is so important that
each of the Gospel writers—Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John—refer to its
institution by Christ to underscore its significance.

On the night before our Lord was betrayed, he gathered his twelve disciples in the
upper room and had a meal with them. The occasion began as a Passover meal,
but it ended as the Lord’s Supper, just as Christ died in accordance to the old
covenant to inaugurate the new covenant. Towards the end of that meal, he gave
them instructions about how this meal, which was to be perpetually celebrated in
honour of him until he returns.

3. What is the Lord’s supper?
The Lord’s Supper is;

1) The Lord’s meal: It belongs to the Lord and so Paul says that what he received
from the Lord is precisely what he also delivered to us (1 Corinthians 11:23). It is
the Lord who is instituted and commanded its observance by His bride the church
until He comes.

2) A Communion meal: We are to be in communion with the Triune God, the
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, and with one another in the church. This
communion or fellowship meal shows that all enmity has been removed and peace
with God given, so that we are now his children and He our Father and also we
are brothers and sisters in the Lord as His bride.

3) A Thanksgiving meal: “...and when he had given thanks, he broke it... In
the same way [of thanksgiving] also he took the cup, after supper. For each of
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4)

S)

6)

the elements, the bread and the cup, there is thanksgiving. We thank God for
giving His only Son to die for us. We thank the Lord Jesus for willing to die
our death and to give us His righteousness and pouring His Spirit upon us. The
church is a thankful community for salvation we have by grace.

A Church’s regular meal: This ordinance is something that we are to participate
in regularly together as a local church. It is not to be done with non- believers, or
privately, or even with our family or Christian friends. Rather it is corporately
celebrated where the local church assembly is involved. For the Bible says,

“The cup of blessing that we bless, is it not a participation in the blood of Christ?
The bread that we break, is it not a participation in the body of Christ. Because
there is one bread, we who are many are one body, for we all partake of the one
bread.” (1 Corinthians 10:16-17)
It seems to me that its regularity is not arbitrary. We gather weekly for worship,
when we feed upon every word that proceeds from the mouth of God. In the same
way we should celebrate the meal weekly. And the context of Paul’s mentioning
“as often as you drink it” implies frequency is preferable to infrequency.

A Memorial meal: “Do this in remembrance of me.” This is a statement the
Lord repeated in commanding it. We eat of the bread and drink the cup in
remembrance of the Lord to honour Him who loved and died for us. It is a meal
that helps us to keep the person and the work of Christ at the heart of the church
life and worship as we fix our eyes on Christ who is the author and the perfector
of our faith. It reminds us the means of our salvation — Christ. It speaks to all our
senses that Christ is our all and in all in our remembrance of Christ.

A Covenantal meal: The Lord said that the cup is the new covenant in His
blood, a contrast with the old covenant, which established laws and
ceremonies separating the Jews from the Gentiles. It was faulty as it did not
guarantee anything, since the blood of bulls and goats could not atone for
anyone’s sins and so even the Jews did not continue in it (Heb.8:9). The new
covenant predicted in Jeremiah 31:31-33 is a better covenant (Heb. 7:22;
8:13). He is the Great High Priest and the perfect sacrifice for our sins in the
new covenant. It is based on faith in the shed blood of Christ to take away sin.
For the blood of Christ is able to cleanse us from all

unrighteousness.



7) An Eschatological meal: We read that, “as often as you eat this bread and
drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.” This
communion meal is meant to prepare us to the marriage supper of the Lamb
(Revelation 19:9). For the Lord said, “I tell you I will not drink again of this
fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in my Father’s
kingdom.” (Matt. 26:29; Mark 14:25; Luke 22:18).

4. What is the significance of the Lord’s Supper?

The Lord’s Supper was instituted during the Feast of Unleavened Bread, called
the Passover. In fact, Jesus called it the Passover meal. The Bible records, “Now
the Feast of Unleavened Bread drew near, which is called the Passover... Then came
the day of Unleavened Bread, on which the Passover lamb had to be

sacrificed. So, Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, ‘Go and prepare the Passover for
us, that we may eat it.” ... And they went and found it just as he had told them, and
they prepared the Passover. And when the hour came, he reclined at table, and the

apostles with him. And he said to them, ‘I have earnestly desired to eat this Passover
with you before I suffer’” (Luke 22:1, 7-8, 13-15).

What then is the Passover? In Exodus 12, we see the background of the
Passover. The setting is when Israel was under Egyptian captivity and God was
about to deliver them through Moses. The last of these plagues was the death of
the firstborn son in every household in Egypt. To avoid this happening in the
households of the Israelites, they needed to smear the blood of sheep or goats on the
doorframes of their houses on the day that the angel of death was going to go
throughout the land. “The blood shall be a sign for you, on the houses where you are.
And when [ see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague will befall you to
destroy you, when I strike the land of Egypt. This day shall be for you a memorial
day, and you shall keep it as a feast to the LORD, throughout your generations, as a
statute forever, you shall keep it as a feast” (Ex. 12:13—-14).

5. What is the relationship between the Passover and the Lord’s
Supper?

Just as the Israelites survived death in their households through the blood of the
lambs that was on their doorframes, so we also have been saved from the wrath
of God through the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ. The Passover was a meal and
so is the Lord’s Supper. Both speak of God’s rescue of his people from




enslavement and tyranny. Enslavement in Egypt is a picture of enslavement to sin.
The blood of sacrificed animals in the Old Testament is a picture of the blood of
Christ in the New Testament. This is the meaning of the Lord’s Supper. It is a
reminder of the way in which we have been rescued from enslavement to sin and
from God’s wrath through the atoning sacrifice of the Son of God on the cross and
how we are preserved as we depend on him through our sojourning in this barren
land.

I must deny any false teachings and errors regarding the administration of the
Lord’s Supper. For nothing mysterious happens when someone prays and
breaks bread in full view of the congregation. Jesus is not being crucified again.
The bread and the drink are not becoming the literal body and blood of Christ.
They remain what they have always been. This is a reminder and not a re-
enactment. Jesus is currently in heaven. He does not suffer and die again each time
we have the Lord’s Supper. He died once and for all. God was fully satisfied with
the price he paid for our sin. He will never suffer and die again.

6. How is the Lord’s Supper a Means of Grace to believers?

1) Christis spiritually present. Christ is not present “in any actual physical
way”, which is both against the Catholic teaching of transubstantiation,
and the Lutheran teaching of consubstantiation (= although the bread and
wine are not changed, Christ is physically present ‘in, with and under’ the
elements). In the same way that the elements are present to our outward
physical senses, as we see, touch and taste them; so Christ himself as
represented by the elements is present to our spiritual senses. Anyway,
there would be no benefit of receiving the physical body and blood of
Christ because what is significant about them is not their physical
composition but that they were the purchase price of our redemption.

2) Christ is received by faith. Because He is only spiritually (but truly)
present, it is only faith that can receive Him and the benefits of His
death. We must believe that the elements are not just food, the Corinthian
mistake, but that they represent the Saviour. Whenever we exercise faith
in Christ we receive the same blessings, but the Lord’s table is an
especially helpful way to spiritually feed on Christ. The same language is
used in John 6:53-58 but is explained to be spiritual, that is, by faith (see
vv. 29,35,40,47, see v. 64, the language of coming to Christ




= faith in vv. 35,37,44-45, and the contrast between flesh and spirit in v.
63). The physical action of eating is an act of appropriation (to take to be
one’s own), for food only benefits if it is eaten. Christ profits us only if
He is appropriated by faith.

What are the benefits of receiving Christ? These are the same benefits as when
we put our trust in Christ when we hear the word of God. Only in the Lord’s table
the same word is in symbol form. What are “the benefits that accrue from His
death”? Justification, reconciliation, adoption, redemption, glorification. To know
that we have received such benefits through Christ’s death is to increase humility
for we do not deserve anything, joy, assurance, and zeal.

7. Who qualifies to participate and Conduct the Supper?

Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are for Christians. We have stated that the only
difference is that baptism takes place at the start of the Christian’s life whereas
they are supposed to partake of the Lord’s Supper regularly throughout their lives.
You do not participate in them as a Christian because you are sinless, but because
your sins have been forgiven. Each person is expected to examine himself first
and then eat (and not leave). We should endeavour to ensure that we always
participate in the right conscience.

The Bible warns us against partaking of it in an unworthy manner. Thus, it is the
responsibility of the church officers to fence the table. This means giving proper
warnings against carelessness and unrepented sins. It also precludes unbelievers
from participating. Fencing is done in open communion, whereas closed
communion has only the church members in good standing participate. There is
also a hybrid view which allows members of other churches so long as they give
their testimony of their faith.

8. Is there only one way of conducting the ordinances?

NO! There will be some variations in the way in which baptism and Lord’s
Supper are conducted from church to church. For example, different words may
be used by the person leading in both ordinances. With respect to the Lord’s
Supper, some may use actual bread while others may prefer something closer to

biscuits than bread. Similarly, some may use any red drink to symbolize the blood

of Christ while others may be dogmatic on the use of red grape juice or




even wine. The frequency of these ordinances also varies. Some churches observe
the Lord’s Supper every week while others only do so every month. We must not
be too dogmatic as to the actual administration of the ordinances because the Bible
is not dogmatic. Each church will have its own culture and
should feel free to follow it if it does not contradict the meaning of the
ordinance.

It is to be conducted by a minister of the gospel preferably the pastors of the
church. Any gifted brother who can preach may also be called upon by the elders
of the church to baptize or to lead in the Lord’s Supper.

The ordinances are not to be elevated above the Word of God, because they are an
enactment of the Word. It is the Word in picture form. The ordinances are there to
show that you are obeying and following Christ in your daily walk. That you have
come to him and that you remain in Him. That you are depending on him, trusting
in him, living for him, seeking his glory, building his kingdom, promoting his
glory on earth and live a holy life as we wait for the glorious appearing of our great
God the Lord Jesus Christ.

In Conclusion
The risen Lord designs, and institutes the habits and conduct of his body, the

church, to remind us constantly of what’s most important. At the Lord’s Table,
we remember as a local church together the gospel as of first importance. The
good news at the very heart of our faith — that Christ died for our sins in
accordance to the Scriptures, He was buried, and was raised on the third day, and
still lives right now at God’s right hand to intercede for us as our Great High Priest
whose name is Love. Like the Passover, that old-covenant memorial meal for the
nation to ceremonially remember its great rescue from Egypt, so we in the new
covenant have the The Lord’s Supper as a ceremonial reminder of our own great
redemption and exodus in Christ from sin and death to life, to paradise and
eventually to the eternal kingdom of God where righteousness dwells.




TROUBLE-SHOOTING MARITAL
PROBLEMS: FINANCES

Murungi Igweta

This is the seventh of a series of articles on marriage

Ecclesiastes 4:9: Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for
their toil. (ESV)

The Lord Jesus Christ has given us work to do and has commanded us to work.
We would be dishonouring the Lord if we do not work. There is a reason why the
Lord has given you the strength, the education and skills you have. The Lord gave
the first couple, Adam and Eve, dominion over the fish of the sea over the birds of
the heavens over the beasts of the field and all creatures (Genesis 1:26,28) and the
command to subdue the earth. The verse before us assures us that two are better
than one, in at least this one way — they have a good reward for their labour. It is
expected that they would toil and labour and earn a living together as the reward
for their labour.

Why do we work? To eat and drink, wear and be under a roof. But is this all there
is to work? No! there is also saving for the future and giving to others who are in
need. And why do we save or give? It is because we have been called to be faithful
stewards as servants of Christ. For the Bible says, Whatever you do, work heartly,
as for the Lord and not for men, knowing that from the Lord you will receive the
inheritance as your reward. You are serving the Lord Christ.

(Colossians 3:23-24).

Therefore, the main motivation for work has nothing to do with us — it has
everything to do with Christ. Who is Christ to you? Is he your Saviour and Lord?
If he is Lord, then He is your Master. You seek to please Him; to glorify Him in
all that you are and all that you have. So you work as to the LORD. The
providential circumstances and experiences and all that you are is equally
important. It is so that you would labour and subdue the earth for His glory.

Work, job & employment: How do you identify a job to do? You should ask if

it is a legal gainful employment. Would God and the law of the land approve




of it? If it is, then you would seek to ensure that it does not undermine other
responsibilities like fathering or mothering your children for whom you are
working. Husbands (or spouses) must not take jobs that take them away from their
families. A common phenomenon in Kenya is where many husbands work in
towns but leave their families in their rural homes and travel occasionally (usually
once a month) to see them. This arrangement is culturally acceptable as the wife
is regarded as keeping the home (boma) as she farms or works locally, taking care
of their rural property(s). But this is not God-approved. It undermines the
husband’s role in the home both as a husband and as a father.
The spouses easily become strange bedfellows as they meet occasionally.
Efforts to work close to each other must always be explored and decisions that will
keep the family together taken.

Spending. Spouses also tend to fight over how they would spend their income.
Usually, in my experience, | find that couples tend to swing from one end of the
pendulum of being mean or extravagant. This makes it so hard for the other couple
as they are unable to manage the financial expectations of their spouses leading to
quarrels and fights. This is so common in many homes because either the demands
are too high and the supply leads to a glut. I have found out this is the main reason
why many couples do not like the idea of keeping their earned resources in a joint
bank account. But it is advisable to manage the good reward of your toil together
and be transparent with each other. If you trusted him with your body, you trusted
her with your life, and got married, why would you not trust them with your
money? Perhaps they wiped out the account once, and we know once bitten twice
shy. But a better way of handling it is sitting down and talking and agreeing on
how the family resources will be better managed. If you need to sit down with a
financial consultant then do so and get such counsel as will work for the better of
your family.

Savings and Loans: But this is not all, spouses disagree on how to save. You
would find that one may want saving done is such a way that there is barely
anything left for the family to live on. They have put so much on savings and
credit cooperative society (Sacco), so much on money market, so much is paying
loans, so much on chammas (merry-go-round), etc. so that there is no much
remaining for bills such as food, rent, school fees, among others. Others borrow
loans and debts so much that they have barely anything remaining, forgetting that
the borrower is a slave of the lender (Proverbs 22:7). Credit cards,




and mobile money lending services like (Safaricom’s Fuliza) have crippled many
families. Do not take what you may not have the ability to pay and so be honest
with the banks as they check your credit worthiness. Do not inflate your pay slips
or your bank statements so that you can be given more than your credit-
worthiness.

Giving: Families break even over how and who to give, etc. The reason why we
work is both to meet our needs and those of others. Paul told the Ephesian elders,
“You yourselves know that these hands ministered to my necessities and to those
who were with me. In all things [ have shown you that by working hard, in this way
we must help the weak and remember the words of the Lord Jesus, how he himself
said, ‘It is more blessed to give than to receive.”” (Acts 20:34- 35). He told the
churches, “Let the thief no longer steal, but rather let him labour, doing honest
work with his own hands, so that he may have something to share with anyone in
need.” (Ephesians 4:28). Randy Alcorn has rightly said that God increases our
income not to raise our standard of living but our standard of giving. We must be
quick to give to meet the needs of those in need, beginning with our own families
For if anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for members of his
household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever. (1Timothy
5:8). So let us take our orphaned nieces and nephews and look after our widowed
sisters and take care of our aged parents. All these demonstrates Christ’s love in
us. It could be used of the Lord to draw them to trust in our Saviour Jesus Christ.

Giving to the church: We also must be faithful in giving to the cause of Christ in
the church. I advise couples before they get married, having disclosed to each
other what they earn, they also should agree on what to give, based on what they
were earning. In fact when they come together, and put their incomes together,
they should be able to give more since some of their bills have reduced. But they
should be in agreement. Ananias and his wife Saphira, even though they fell into
covetousness, did sit down and had agreed what to give — they were wrong to lie
to God, but at least we should notice that they were truly together in the matter. I
am not in anyway suggesting that we should be partners in crime. Rather partners
in agreeing how and what to give and keep up with it, without failure.




The primary concept in this matter of finances is to regard ourselves as stewards
of God’s resources. We are given the skills and experiences and jobs we have by
God for a purpose. We are to be stewards of whatever gifts and resources that the
Lord has given us with uttermost faithfulness as Christians. We need to be ever
moving forward as we begin our families and progress in work and earning. So
that those who visited us last year need to see some progress both in us, but also
with what God has entrusted to us.

Therefore, we must ask, what is our motivation in working and earning. What
motivates our Christian stewardship? I can think of at least four reasons for
biblical stewardship:

1) We faithfully steward to glorify God

Because of who God is to us. He is the Creator — everything belongs to Him. We do not lose
when we obey Him. Rather we bring glory to Him which is the reason why He created us. He
created us that we would be fruitful and that we would have dominion and this is what he told the
first couple. Knowing that it is God who gives us the power to make and acquire wealth
(Deuteronomy 8:18), the way we handle what he has given us —whether talents & skills, time or
treasures, must display His glory. The Lord says that whether we eat or drink or whatever we do,
do all to the glory of God. (1 Cor. 10:31). And in 1 Peter 4:10-11 we are instructed,

As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied
grace: whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever serves, as one who
serves by the strength that God supplies —in order that in everything God may be glorified
through Jesus Christ. To Him belong glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.

All other reasons for stewardship are secondary to the first. These reasons do contribute towards
God’s glory and so they are not mutually exclusive. So the question here is how does your job,
your work, your skills and talents bring glory to God? How do you serve and glorify God in your
skills and your wealth in His church? Would you regard yourself faithful to God? What needs to
change?

2) We faithfully steward resources for saving

Should we save? The Lord tells the sluggard to consider the ant who prepares her
bread in summer and gathers her food in harvest. (Proverbs 6:8). Her

preparedness, planning and timeliness are virtues to be emulated in good

stewardship. You do not know if you will face a hardship tomorrow, such as an




injury or sickness, joblessness out redundancy or retrenchment, do you? Soon
you will lose your strength and youthfulness and there will be a time when you’re
no longer able to work due to your age. It is therefore necessary for you to work
now so that you are not dependent on anyone in the future (2Thessalonians
3:7-8). Any surplus or profits gained today should be spent wisely so that you can
save up in times of difficulty. This way you are not likely to become a burden to
anyone.

Experts recommend a rule called 50/30/20. You should reserve 50% of your
budget for essentials like rent, food, bills. 30% goes to discretionary spending like
giving and investments (giving as categorized as investment!). 20% is for
savings. It is also recommended you invest not less than 4% for the future pension
or retirement package. This way you will not be dependent on anyone.

If you’re just getting started in your professional career or find yourself
overextended financially, then fight the temptation to stress out about your
situation of inability to give overtly. Seek the Lord and counsel—especially from
the Scriptures and seek spiritual counsel to the older who have some experience.
You will learn from their mistakes and gain from their good decisions.
Then take practical steps to remedy this situation by working hard and saving and
investing wisely. If you need to change your job, then do so. But do not jump
from one job to another too soon.

Saving is good but it also comes with its own temptations. You may place your
trust and hope in the money you save instead of the Lord. What is more, you may
be tempted not to give to your church or others because you love your savings too
much (Matt. 6:19-21). If your savings dropped to a certain point would you fret
or would you continue to entrust yourself to the Lord? See James 4:14: "...yet you
do not know what tomorrow will bring...” Therefore, do not be anxious of
anything — the Lord cares for you more than the birds of the air and the lilies of
the field.

3) We faithfully steward resources for giving

God commands you to give generously cheerfully, secretly and regularly. Give to
the Lord at least a 10% of your income to begin with and as you grow in grace,
give more. Tithing is the first lesson on giving towards the work of the Lord.
Generosity and cheerful giving is the goal. The encouragement to give is
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meant to deliver you from idolizing what God has given you. Giving to the Lord
is meant to fund the gospel work. This should be done through the church and not
to anyone else who may make demands to you in the name of the Lord.

Again, there will be times in your life when you may not be able to give as much
as you like. But aim to steward your resources in such a way that you may be able
to give more. For you, this may mean that you need to cut back some of your
expenses or pick up extra work to pay off debt that’s chewing up your income to
be able to give.

You are expected to give to your church leaders. We read in Galatians 6:6, One
who is taught the word must share all good things with the one who teaches. Then
in 1 Timothy 5:17-18, we are instructed, “Let the elders who rule well be
considered worthy of double honour, especially those who labour in preaching
and teaching. For the Scripture says, “You shall not muzzle an ox when it treads
out the grain”, and the labourer deserves his wages. And again, in 1 Corinthians
9:14, we are told, “In the same way, the Lord has commanded that those who
proclaim the gospel should get their living by the gospel.”

See 2 Corinthians 9:6-7: "The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap
sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each one must
give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God
loves a cheerful giver.”

But do not give to the church in such a way that you are left destitute. Give, but
do not deprive or impoverish yourself. It is not the will of the Lord for you to give
to the extent that you are left in suffering and your family has barely anything to
live on. Please do not take loans to give to the church. You give out of your
income, not out of your debts!

4) We faithfully steward resources for helping the needy

Give to the needy people near you, beginning with your immediate relatives.
There are orphans, the widows, the poor, the foreigners — you should give to
help them. As a steward of the resources God gives you, you will need to
manage them in such a way that you can provide for the needs of others. Providing
for others can include monetary gifts, food, and clothing, or just being hospitable
with what you have.




When it comes to helping others, God desires for you to take care of your family
(1 Tim. 5:8), and those in need (Matt. 25:35-40). See James 2:15: If a brother or
a sister is poorly clothed and lacking in daily food, and one of you says to

them, “Go in peace, be warmed and filled,” without giving them the things needed
for the body, what good is that? 1 John 3:17: "But if anyone has the world's goods
and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how does God's love
abide in him?”

In the end, stewardship in the Bible boils down to this question: Who's the Lord of
your life? Are you or is He the Lord? How do you know?

A few questions to evaluate your stewardship

s Do you desire to seek and follow the Lord as your Master?

% Do you long to read the Bible as the only rule of your life to know your
master’s will?

s Do you want to fully participate in the life of a local church, which is the
bride of Christ?

% Do you work as if you are working for the Lord Jesus Christ or do you only
work to earn a living to improve your standard of living?

% Does your bank account statement or your M-Pesa statement reflect Christ’s

call on your life as a steward?

These questions and more will help you to make an honest assessment of your
stewardship life as a basis to leading to a better place in handling your finances as
a family.




MY SALVATION STORY Mary Achieng Oketch?

I grew up knowing that going to church was all it takes to be a Christian and my
parents made it mandatory to attend church services. This made me believe that I
was a saved Christian. Prayer and studying God’s word was something I did
occasionally, probably on Sundays or at school during Christian Union
fellowship. As a child I believed that children automatically go to heaven when
they die, and by going to church and obeying their parents was a guarantee to be
in heaven and to be called Christians. So I didn’t worry about death.

After my parents separated, my siblings and [ would go to a nearby church or any
other church as we were invited by friends since my mum would go to work on
Sunday and could not take us to the church we previously went to. Later on, my
aunt would come to pick my siblings and I for a church service at Grace Bible
Baptist Church, which she consistently did since then. On the way, she kept
telling us that life is uncertain and one can die at any moment, and no one knows
what tomorrow holds that’s why we need to receive salvation. In my mind [ knew
I was saved and so I didn’t put this to consideration.

In 2006, on a December holiday, when I attended a movie show on the Passion
of Christ organized by the Grace Bible Baptist Church is when the reality of
salvation hit me. After the movie show I kept wondering what manner of love that
God loved me for His Son to suffer that much. Later the preacher presented a
sermon from John 3:16- 17 and 1 John 5:12, he emphasized on John 3:17 which
says ‘For God did sent his Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the
world through him might be saved’.

This changed my view of being a Christian and I trusted in Jesus Christ as my
own savior by believing in my heart that He died on the cross for my sins and was
raised from death and by confessing Jesus with my mouth I am saved. I was
baptized through immersion. I was guided on how to live for Christ in the
newness of life. [ was instructed on how to hear from God through reading and
studying his word. I was also taught how to communicate to God through prayer.
Since then my way of studying God’s word and prayer changed, which had
helped me to grow in faith and able to explain what salvation is and how one
receives salvation.
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TRINITY PASTORS COLLEGE

TPC provides robust theoogical
education through modular studies to
keep the men with their families, and
ministries. It is a church based training
that seeks to provide not only solid
studies through our strong faculty
from men with both sound and strong
theological education but also
sufficient pastoral experience. For
example Unit B is the Doctrine of
Scripture, which includes

. B4 f
. Figure 1 TPC students- 2024
Prolegomena on Systematic Theology. Pt

pastor of Grace Baptist Church Halifax in Canada dia 24 lectures ot | hour and > minutes
within six days. The students highly appreciated the pastoral heart of Emberley as he taught

them and answered their questions during the lectures.
Unit B also covers the following units: General and
Special Revelation, Inspiration, Infallibility / Inerrancy,
Authority, Sufficiency and Finality, Internal Witness,
Historical and Modern Views, Canon and Apocrypha,
Archaeology, Transmission of the Autographs and
finally the Translation of the Bible. The full curriculum
of the TPC studies is available on our website —

www.tpc.or.ke.
Application Process

Figure 2 Pastor William Emberley while
teaching the Doctrine of Scripture

If you believe that the Lord is calling you to pastoral ministry and
your church considers you qualified for gospel ministry, then you may need to contact us. You will send your
application letter and your academic credentials through the address below, along with a recommendation
letter from your pastor. Since we believe that we are training you for the church, there should be tangible
support from the church, both morally and financially. We offer 90% scholarship through the contributions of
other churches. Your church is expected to give at least 10% of the total training, which includes giving the
students such books and resources that would make them effective pastors in years to come as they would have
enough reference materials to

build your own personal library.

Prayer points

Please know that your prayers go alo

. Thank the Lord for His grace and
kindness in granting us success

in the January module. The next mo« “ A | ! - -
will be John Miller from Redeemer Flgure 3 Jan 2024 FuII Class

. The giving towards the TPC has significantly dropped, while the demand for studles has gone up (since we
now have double the number of students!). We request that you kindly and prayerfully consider making
aregular donation of whatever amount to support this work. You may get giving details by contacting the
administrator, Mark at this email; marodi@tpc.or.ke.

For more info go to www.tpc.or.ke




DOXOLOGY
Christ The True And Better

1. Christ, the true and better
Adam

Son of God and Son of man

Who, when tempted in the garden
Never yielded, never sinned

He, who makes the many
righteous

Brings us back to life again

Dying, He reversed the curse, then
Rising, crushed the serpent's head

2. Christ, the true and better
Isaac

Humble son of sacrifice

Who would climb the fearful
mountain

There to offer up his life

Laid with faith upon the altar
Father's joy and only son

There salvation was provided
Oh, what full and boundless love

Amen! Amen!

From beginning to end
Christ the story, His the glory
Alleluia! Amen!

3. Christ, the true and better
Moses

Called to lead a people home
Standing bold to earthly powers
God's great glory to be known
With his arms stretched wide to

Written by: Matt Boswell,
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heaven

See the waters part in two

See the veil is torn forever
Cleansed with blood we pass now
through

Amen! Amen!

From beginning to end
Christ the story, His the glory
Alleluia! Amen!

4. Christ, the true and better
David

Lowly shepherd, mighty king

He the champion in the battle
Where, o death, is now thy sting?
In our place He bled and
conquered

Crown Him Lord of majesty

His shall be the throne forever
We shall e'er His people be

Amen! Amen!

From beginning to end
Christ the story, His the glory
Alleluia! Amen!

Amen! Amen!

From beginning to end
Christ the story, His the glory
Alleluia! Amen!

Alleluia! Amen!
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