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EDITORIAL: WE MUST READ !

They read from the book, from the Law of God, clearly, and they gave the sense,
so that the people understood the reading (Nehemiah 8:8).

We live at a time when people don’t like reading — they prefer listening, or even
better, watching! Our digital age makes listening and watching so easy, but it
also makes it almost impossible to read! There is a place of both listening and
watching, but I believe our generation need to be encouraged to read more — not
to watch. There is something about reading that must not miss our attention.

God expects us to read. God wants us to read. God requires us to read.
Therefore, He wrote His Word! His law is written. The Bible is written. This
presupposes an expectation, even a requirement to read — by God! There are
clear instructions from the Bible for us to read. Throughout the Scriptures, we
see people reading — the law, the statutes, letters, books, scrolls, parchments,
etc. There are also biblical encouragements to read.

The Law of God is written down in a book and we are told of people reading it.
In the verse above, Nehemiah records that these Israelites read. They read what
God had written — for they knew that these things were written down for our
instruction (1 Corinthians 10:11). The Bible is written to be read, for our
instruction. If we shall know what the will of God is, then we would have to go
to the Bible. If we are to know the moral law of God, we learn from the Bible.

But reading is only the beginning. For we read that the book of the law was
written clearly and read clearly, and they gave sense to what they read and what
they heard. We need to hear and know what we have been reading. We have to
make sense and this could also be seen as interpretation of what we read. The
Bible makes sense — it is logical. The Bible has arguments, reasons, illustrations,
parables, poetry, stories, and descriptions that we can make sense of. But human
senses fail to grasp what is written. Divine revelation need divine intervention
for understanding. But we should be apt to call upon the Holy Spirit who gave
it (2 Peter 1:21), to enable us to make sense of it. We should read prayerfully.
The Holy Spirit illumines the Scriptures so that we reap spiritual benefits.

Reading is not an exercise in futility — it is aimed at making us understand what
the Lord God has written for us. We read, not just to know and make sense of
it, but also to understand. To understand is to come to terms with knowledge,
grasp instruction, fear threats, be enthused by encouragements, be edified by the

1 The Banner of Truth Trust has published a book, You Must Read, where more than 30 different authors encourage
Christians to read different sound books.




teachings, be stopped by warnings, be relieved by consolations and comforts,
and be involved and participants by those invitations. When we understand then
we conduct ourselves accordingly. No understanding has been gained if there is
no change of conduct in accordance with what we read. Obedience is the
evidence of understanding.

Public reading of the Scriptures is one of the elements of corporate worship.
Therefore, Paul tells Timothy, “Until I come, devote yourself to the public
reading of Scripture, to exhortation, to teaching.” (1 Tim. 4:13) When God’s
people gather to worship, they should have a time devoted to the reading of
God’s word (without preaching of it). At our church we read a chapter from the
Bible in both worship services and if this is done consistently for just over 10
years, we would have read through the entire Bible. | believe the high rate of
gullibility among professing Christians is to do the general Bible illiteracy.

Therefore, those who lead in public reading need to read clearly. The diction
must articulate. The voice must be projected to be audible by all those present.
All that aids in both hearing and understanding need to be employed for clarity.
This is how the voice of God can be heard by his people. This is how the will
of God is revealed to the gathered church of Christ.

Publishing houses must not close their doors. Mobile apps must not hinder us
from reading. We should read and all those who care about God’s glory must
read His Word. When you see a book by solid publishers such as Banner of
Truth, Presbyterian & Reformed, Reformation Heritage Books, Day One,
Evangelical Press, Reformed Baptist Press, Grace Publications, Crossway, etc,
you would know that their editors have done good work to make sure that only
the truth gets out of their press. Our very own Grace & Truth Media is also
involved in publication of biblical content that will build your soul.

Locally, we need more publishing houses that care about the truth. Many
bookstores would sell any heresy, even blasphemy, as long as it sells!
Thankfully, there are good local bookstores that |1 would recommend — Acts
(based at AIU Karen), I1Serve Africa (Kikuyu), Ekklessia Africa (at Emmanuel
Baptist Church, Lavington) and our very own, RefHub based at Trinity Baptist
Church, Donholm. Grace & Truth Magazine is one of the local tools aimed at
edifying the saints and is available digitally at www.trinity.or.ke.

In conclusion, be diligent, do your best and Study to show yourself as one
approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly handling
the Word of truth (2 Timothy 2:15).
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EPHESIANS 2:20-22 Keith Underhill

This article continues the verse-by-verse exposition of Paul’s letter to the
Ephesians.

PRIVILEGES OF BELONGING TO THE
CHURCH (2)

Itis such a privilege to be a part of the church of God that three separate pictures
are used to reveal it. In the last issue of Grace & Truth (135), we looked at the
first two — to be in the church is to be a citizen of God’s nation and a member
of God’s family (verse 19). The third privilege is revealed in more details, that
of the church as a temple. Remember that Gentiles cold not enter the Jewish
temple upon pain of death. But now, not only can we Gentiles enter, we are
actually part of the temple building itself! Everything is transformed into a
fullness of blessing in these new covenant days. The Old Testament prophets
had looked forward to all nations coming to the temple in Jerusalem, even to a
new temple, but this fulfilment transcends all this (as it always does!).

1. THE CHURCH IS GOD’S TEMPLE

God is engaged in a great building project — the church (Matthew 16:18, 1
Corinthians 3:9). Christians who assemble as a church are called a temple (see
1 Corinthians 3:16-17, 1 Peter 2:5-6). A temple is a “dwelling place of God”
(verse 22), see Exodus 25:8, Psalm 132:13-14. This is the special dwelling of
God in the midst of His assembled people, yet how often are we His people so
thoughtless! Amongst men a hush descends when a great person enters.

This is yet again more wonderful than being a citizen and a family member.
Family members live in separate rooms or houses and may not get on very well
together. But the stones of a building must be well cemented together in order
for the building to stand. There is permanent cohesion, “joined together” (verse
21) or there is no building. This emphasizes the unity of all of God’s people,
especially of Gentile with Jewish believers. A citizen can appeal to the king,
and a child can approach the father, but God Himself dwells within this temple
(so John 14:23).

(1) The Foundation: “built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets”
Every building that is made to last must have a proper foundation. Let us take
note of the foundation of this temple which is the church.




o Apostles. These are the Twelve (+ Paul) as those called and sent by Christ
(Luke 6:13). See Revelation 21:14. The apostles are a very special group
of men with the very specific task to bear witness to the resurrection of our
Lord, and so to proclaim that Jesus is the Christ (Acts 2:32,36). They are the
ones to whom Christ promised to reveal all the truth (John 14:26, 16:13).

e Prophets. They are listed here after the apostles, so they are the New
Testament prophets (as in 3:5, 4:11, 1 Corinthians 12:28). A prophet is one
to whom God reveals His message and who then brings it to the people (2
Peter 1:21). The apostles were also prophets, but there were also others like
Agabus (Acts 11:27-28, 13:1, 21:10). The meaning may be ‘apostles + other
prophets’ and are linked because they belong to the same class of teachers.
So the foundation of the church is instruction, and for us this is the written
word of God, the New Testament based upon the Old Testament revelation.

(2) The Cornerstone: “Christ Jesus Himself being the cornerstone”

See other references in 1 Peter 2:6 (Acts 4:11), based on Psalm 118:22, Isaiah
28:16. The cornerstone is part of the structure because it grows “in”” Him (verse
21). It determines the shape and layout of the building as all is built upon it.
The whole emphasis is on Christ as the cornerstone, “in whom” and “in Him”,
so that the building is totally dependent upon Him. So the foundation is Christ,
all that He has accomplished in His life, death and resurrection, and His teaching
as completed and explained by His apostles and prophets. The message is
“Jesus Christ and Him crucified” (1 Corinthians 2:2), and “repentance towards
God and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ” (Acts 20:21).

(3) Implications

This is such a vital text for us today as we gaze at the glory of the church.

e There are no holy places because God’s people themselves are the holy
temple. Let us put away the language of sanctuary, altar and priests, for we are
God’s temple. There is certainly no place for a future physical temple in
Jerusalem, for we are the fulfilment of Ezekiel 40-48. Let us recognize how
very special to God are all His people whoever they are.

e The New Testament apostles and prophets are unique in the church. They
are the foundation which has already been laid and completed. The
superstructure is now being built upon their teaching as recorded in the
Scriptures. To claim that there are apostles and prophets today is to claim that
God continues to reveal His truth and that the Bible is not complete. However,
they remain as gifts in the church in the sense that we build upon what they have
written. Further, ‘Apostolic Succession’ is a figment of the imagination. It is
not the office but the teaching, the ‘tradition’ that is passed down.




e The foundation of the church is the teaching of the Scriptures. It is
impossible to add to or to take away from the foundation. In the Scriptures, the
66 books of the Bible, God has revealed all we need to know for life and
godliness (2 Timothy 3:16-17). So whatever is to be believed, or whatever is to
be condemned, must have the authority of the apostles and prophets as in their
recorded writings in the Bible.

e Church unity is based on faith in the teaching of the apostles and prophets.
If any teaching is not apostolic then the individual or group is not building on
the true foundation, and it is another building! Without agreement on these
things there can be no true unity. For example, consider the great teachings
about sin and salvation that Paul the apostle has written in this very chapter (2).
Specifically, salvation is through trust in Christ and Him alone, because He
alone has died for our sins. In Christ there is no Jew or Greek, no young or old,
no male or female, no rich or poor, or whatever else may divide people in the
world. There is unity based upon the teaching of the Bible. This is the
importance of steadfast devotion to the “apostles’ teaching” (Acts 2:42).

e You are a stone in God’s new temple only if you have received these
teachings. A Christian is one who believes from the heart certain great
teachings (Romans 10:9, 1 Corinthians 15:1-5) — Christ has come in the flesh
(1 John 4:2-3), His death and resurrection for our sins, justification by faith
alone (Galatians 1:8-9, 2:15-16). Are you firmly fixed on this foundation? It is
not enough just to attend a church assembly, or even to have knowledge.

2. THE BUILDING OF THE TEMPLE <“joined together”

(verse 21)

You note that this temple is growing and the Gentiles are specifically being
included, as in the Old Testament they were excluded. Watch a stone mason,
who has many individual rough stones before him of various shapes and sizes.
When he is ready to add another stone he looks for one that fits and will probably
have to trim it so that it becomes a perfect fit. The verb Paul uses here, translated
“joined together” (ESV), is one he seems to have coined himself, as we have
not found it used anywhere before this time. It is made up of a word which
basically means ‘joint’ (so Hebrews 4:12) which has the idea of two things
coming together. The prefix meaning ‘with’ is added, so we have the idea of
‘together’ as in symphony = voices together. The prefix is an unnecessary
addition so that we do not miss the point of the stones perfectly fitting together.
In Ephesians 4:16 it is translated, “joined and held together” (ESV). Elsewhere
(KJV) it is translated, “fitly framed together” (2:21) and “fitly joined together”
(4:16).




(1) God chooses the stones.

The stone does not place itself in the building! God first chose the very special
cornerstone (1 Peter 2:4,6), and decided that the foundation would be apostles
and prophets He chose, and so with every part of the building. So if we are in
the temple it is because God chose to put us there (so 1:4), for none of us are fit
in and of ourselves. This is a humbling truth as we always want to think that
we have made at least some contribution. But there was nothing in you as a
rough stone as a reason who God chose you. In fact He has every reason to
reject you. When we speak with each other about being part of the temple we
discover it was always the Lord who did it and we praise Him for it.

(2) The stones are different and individually prepared.

This is true in any beautiful stone building. There are Jews and Gentiles, men
and women, slaves and free, all kinds of people with differing abilities and
characters, and this is the way it ought to be. In the cults and many African
forms of Christianity everyone is the same, like mass production. But each
individual stone is vital to the strength and beauty of the building (cf. the picture
of the body in 1 Corinthians 12). God has an exact place in the wall for each of
His people, for you. So do not wish to be someone else, but use the gifts the
Lord has given you.

(3) The stones are united to each other.

There is the closest possible union of stone to stone, much more than the citizens
of a nation, or the members of a household. There is a need to emphasize this
as for many who call themselves Christian believers the “unity’ is just for a
fleeting moment on a Sunday morning. | ask you to consider these three pictures
and ask yourself if the close unity is true of you. If not, you must ask yourself
whether your claim to be a living stone in this wonderful temple is backed up
by evidence.

3. THE CHARACTER OF THE TEMPLE “holy” (verse 21)

It is a “holy” temple, which first of all means that it belongs to God for His
exclusive use, and so is to be used according to His instructions alone. We must
never use the church for ourselves and invent our new ways of worship, for
example. If | were to come to your house as a guest | must abide by your rules.
If you want me to take off my shoes at the door, it is what | must do, even if |
do not do that in my house. In the Old Testament those who ignored God’s
rules suffered terrible consequences. Nadab and Abihu “offered unauthorized
fire before the LORD, which he had not commanded them. And fire came out
from before the LORD and consumed them” (Leviticus 10:1-2). Uzzah died
because he touched the ark, and David confessed, “the LORD our God broke




out against us, because we did not seek him according to the rule” (1 Chronicles
15:13). Yet today the world has entered the church and sometimes it is hard to
distinguish the two. The world ought to feel uncomfortable among God’s
people. Surely if the unbeliever enjoys our worship there is something very
wrong. In such a case it is unlikely he has been challenged by his sin, his
hopelessness without Christ, and the necessity of repenting lest he perish.

4. THE PURPOSE OF THE TEMPLE “a dwelling place for

God by the Spirit” (verse 22)

A temple is not built for the comfort of the worshippers but for the glory of God,
the One who is worshipped. We have not come, as to a concert, to enjoy
ourselves, but to worship God, which is the greatest joy for the Christian. If you
build your own home to live in it then you want it to be exactly according to
your specifications. Let us remember that we are God’s temple and that we
exist for Him, not He for us. Imagine going into a house but finding it empty.
Let us honestly ask if the Spirit of God is really present amongst us.

» Only if we are built on the proper foundation, otherwise it is another
building. It must be on Christ as He is revealed in the Scriptures, as truly
God and truly man, sinless, the 2", Adam who came to live the life we cannot
live, and to die the death we deserve, raised and glorified, and returning

» How does the Spirit manifest His presence? Crowds? Loudness? Beautiful
singing? The world can claim such things for itself. The Spirit works quite
differently. He humbles us to see our utter unworthiness because of sin and
ignorance. Then He shows us Christ as One in all our hopes may find
fulfilment. This is what happened on the Day of Pentecost. The hearers
were “cut to the heart” (Acts 2:37). When we see a person abased and Christ
exalted then we can be sure the Spirit is present, and God is glorified.

Everything in this temple is dependent upon Christ. He is the cornerstone. “In
Him the whole structure is being joined together, and it grows “in the Lord”. Is
that what our Lord Jesus Christ means to you?

As we glorify God for the privilege of belonging to the church, the temple of
God, again note the Trinitarian emphasis. The Father makes the choice of the
home/temple to dwell in; the Son purchases it; the Spirit takes possession of it.
What a privilege to be a part of that temple in which the three Persons of the
Trinity have been engaged in building from eternity in the grand plan of
redemption. Be wise, be sure you are a stone through repentance towards God
and faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.




THE LONDON BAPTIST CONFESSION
OF FAITH OF 1689 Keith Underhill

We continue a chapter-by-chapter study of the 1689 Baptist Confession of Faith.
Issue # 135 dealt with the fall of man, sin and its punishment. The Confession now
progresses to God’s solution to the fall into sin. Each section in the article begins
with the text of the Confession in italics. Much help was found in Samuel E.
Waldron, A Modern Exposition of the 1689 Baptist Confession of Faith (Darlington:
Evangelical Press, 1989).

CHAPTER SEVEN: GOD’S COVENANT

The General Necessity of the Covenant

1. The distance between God and His creature man is so great that, although
men, endowed as they are with reason, owe obedience to Him as their creator,
yet they could never have attained to life as their reward had not God, in an act
of voluntary condescension, made this possible by the making of a covenant.

Man as a creature, and more so man as a creature who has sinned (see paragraph
2 below), can do nothing to bring himself to God. If sin and its punishment is
to be removed then it is God, and He alone, who must do it. This is what God
has done in the “covenant”. All of God’s dealings in salvation with sinners are
by way of covenant. The Bible is divided into two parts, the Old and New
Testaments (= covenant). Think of the most important men in the Bible and the
fact that God made covenants with them and through them: Noah (Genesis 6:18,
9:9-17), Abraham (Genesis 15:18-21, 17:1-22), Moses (Exodus 19:5-6, 24:7-8),
David (2 Samuel 7:12-16, Psalm 89:1-4), and of course Christ and the new
covenant (Mark 14:24, Hebrews 8:6-13, 9:15-20).

What is a “covenant”? It is not a contract or agreement between two parties as
a result of negotiations. It is a contract, and therefore something legal, but it is
established by God alone, unilaterally. For example, in the covenant made with
Noah and every living creature it was obviously God’s idea (and not the
animals’!). Also the Greeks had two words which we may translate ‘covenant’,
the first meaning an agreement between two parties (suntheke), and the second
meaning a last will and testament (diatheke). The latter is always used in the
Bible for God’s covenants with men, because a man’s will is always something
he decides himself and it is never as a result of bargaining with another. God’s
covenants all take the form of a ‘sworn promise’, that is a promise guaranteed




with an oath — this is the meaning of the symbolism of Genesis 15:8-17 which
introduces the covenant with Abraham (see also Genesis 22:16-18, Hebrews
6:13-14). God neither needs to make a promise, nor to swear, because He is
faithful. He does these things for our benefit, to give complete assurance. Note
that once the covenant is given, then it does demand a response from those with
whom it is made (see Genesis 17:1, Exodus 19:5, and especially Ezekiel 36:27).

The Essential Character of the Covenant

2. Furthermore, since man, by reason of his fall into sin, had brought himself
under the curse of God’s law, it pleased the Lord to make a covenant of grace,
in which He freely offers life and salvation by Jesus Christ to sinners. On their
part He requires faith in Him that they might be saved, and promises to give His
Holy Spirit to all those who are elected unto eternal life, in order that they may
be made willing and able to believe.

In this section the Confession answers the question: How does God bring men
out of wrath and into grace so that they enter into a covenant relationship with
Him? The answer is: by a covenant of grace. Based upon the redeeming work
of Christ, the mediator of the covenant, God does two things:
= He “freely offers life and salvation by Jesus Christ to sinners” by the
preaching of the gospel, and requiring the response of faith, and
= He “promises to give His Holy Spirit to all those who are elected unto
eternal life”.

Is it Biblical to refer to one covenant of grace, when this is not the actual
language of the Bible? It is a proper theological idea because in all the divine
covenants there has only ever been one way of salvation. This is supported by:

a. Divine covenants posses an organic unity. They depend upon one another
and grow out of one another, so that they are phases of the growth of the same
‘plant’. The covenant with Noah is the foundation for all the other covenants,
guaranteeing the continuance of the earth and so the coming of the Saviour. The
covenant with Moses was made as a fulfilment of the covenant with Abraham
(Deuteronomy 7:6-9, see Galatians 3:15-19). Obedience to the law of Moses
was necessary for the promises made to David to be fulfilled (1 Kings 2:2-4).
Christ’s coming is in fulfils the promise made to Abraham (Luke 1:55,72-73).

b. Divine covenants posses a thematic unity. They are all about the one
promise of salvation (Ephesians 2:12), summarized in the words, ‘I will be your
God, and you shall be my people’ (Genesis 17:8, Exodus 6:7, 29:45,
Deuteronomy 29:12-13, 2 Samuel 7:14,24, 2 Corinthians 6:16, Revelation
21:7). There are not different promises made to different peoples (Jews &
Gentiles), as is taught in Dispensationalism.




The Significant Features of the Covenant

3. God’s covenant is revealed in the gospel; in the first place to Adam in the
promise of salvation by ‘the seed of the woman’, and afterwards, step by step,
until the full revelation of salvation was completed in the New Testament. The
salvation of the elect is based upon a covenant of redemption that was
transacted in eternity between the Father and the Son; and it is solely through
the grace conveyed by this covenant that all the descendents of fallen Adam who
have been saved have obtained eternal life and a blessed immortality; for the
terms of blessing which applied to Adam in his state of innocency have no
application to his posterity to render them acceptable to God.

a. It has been progressively revealed.

= The first revelation was immediately after the fall of Adam into sin
(Genesis 3:15), a “promise of salvation by ‘the seed of the woman’”.

= The promise made to Noah was of the preservation of the earth so that
salvation could come.

= To Abraham the promises of the covenant were made concerning the seed
and the land. The fulfilment is finally in Christ the “seed” (Galatians
3:16), so that in Christ all believers are sons of Abraham (Galatians 3:29).

= Through Moses the seed of Abraham were established into a nation and
were given a comprehensive revelation of the will of God for them in the
commandments. This was to guarantee the fulfilment of the promises
made to Abraham (Galatians 3:19) and to point forward to Christ who
fulfils all the laws (Matthew 5:18, Hebrews 10:1).

= In David God established the true king, on whose throne Christ sits (Luke
1:35), and Jerusalem as the place of rule.

= Finally Christ came as the fulfilment of all these promises and established
the eternal and new covenant.

b. Itis based upon a covenant of redemption. The Bible indicates that God’s
purpose to be gracious to sinners originates in an agreement made between the
Persons of the Trinity in eternity that we call “the covenant of redemption”.
1. The Father is reported as having spoken to the Son of the work He is
to perform (Psalm 110:1, Isaiah 49:6).
2. The Son comes, having been sent by the Father with a specific work
to do (John 5:30, 6:38-40, 17:4, Hebrews 10:7-9).

Our salvation is only possible because the blessed Trinity covenanted together
in eternity to save us from our sins, for it is now impossible for sinners to obey
the ‘covenant of works’ that was given to Adam at the beginning.




COVENANT THEOLOGY Earl Blackburn

As we focus on the Biblical word covenant in this Grace & Truth, we want to show
you just how important this idea is. It is central to our understanding of the Bible
and thus central to the eternal plan of God. This article is basically a summary
following chapter 3 in Going Beyond the Five Points (ed. Rob Ventura), which is
by Earl Blackburn and entitled, Covenant Theology.

Theology is a study of the teaching of the Bible. Covenant Theology
considers the teaching of the Bible through the lens of covenant. Everything
in the Bible can be, and ought to be, thought of as connected with covenant.

What is a covenant? When two persons, or two groups enter into a covenant
with each other, it is a solemn and binding relationship with mutual
obligations. On a human level there is the covenant Jonathan made with
David (1 Samuel 18:3, 20:16, 23:18, see 20:8, 22:8). Jonathan promised to
reveal everything his father Saul planned against David, and pleaded with
David to similarly preserve his life. David wanted Jonathan to promise to
deal kindly with him, and not like his father. At the time Jonathan was the
most powerful of the two, the heir to the throne, and David was a fugitive.
Nations through their leaders also made covenants, which today we would
call a treaty (e.g. 2 Chronicles 16:3). It was very common for a conquering
nation, such as the Assyrians, to impose a covenant on another nation instead
of destroying it. Deuteronomy is in the form of such a covenant document,
first stating what the Lord has done for Israel, then laying out what the Lord
promises to do for them and the obligations of Israel if a peaceful
relationship is to continue. So the covenant relationship was a very well
known one.

The word ‘covenant’ is used over 300 times in the Bible. It must be
emphasized that the actual word ‘covenant’ does not have to be used for
there to be a covenant. When God entered into a covenant with David in 2
Samuel 7, for example, the word covenant is not recorded in the passage.
But elsewhere in the Bible the relationship is termed a covenant (Psalm 89:3,
Jeremiah 33:21). What is necessary is that the features of a covenant are
clearly seen.

Theology, through the lens of covenant theology, teaches three great
covenants which include all the dealings of God with His people, from
eternity to eternity.




1. The Covenant of Redemption

This covenant is between the three Persons of the Trinity, the Father, the Son
and the Holy Spirit. It was established in eternity and consists of the plan of
redemption. The words, ‘covenant of redemption’, are nowhere to be found
in the Bible. Why do we believe there is such a covenant? The Bible makes
it clear that in eternity God had a plan, we call it His ‘decree’. “From all
eternity God decreed all that should happen in time, and this He did freely
and unalterably, consulting only His own wise and holy will” (1689
Confession, 3/1). Part of that decree is found in Psalm 2:7-8. It is “the
decree the Father made with the Son to resurrect and enthrone Him to an
exalted kingly status. Then the Father speaks and promises the Son a great
heritage of souls from among the nations and the ends of the earth”
(Blackburn, p. 141). lIsaiah 42:5-7 reveals that God’s servant (Jesus) will be
upheld by God and given as a covenant to the people.

In the New Testament Jesus often refers to those “the Father had given Me”
(see John 6:37,39, 10:29, 17:2,9,11,12,24). It had been decreed before the
foundation of the world (Ephesians 1:4) that the Lord would come into the
world to save these who had been given to Him. In the same way all that
Jesus said and did had been determined by the Father beforehand (see John
5:36, 12:49, 17:4,8, and Luke 22:22, 1 Peter 1:18-19, Revelation 13:8). So
Paul writes about “the eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus
our Lord” (Ephesians 3:11).

Why is this called a ‘covenant’? Because the features of a covenant are all
present.

e The parties. The Father gives the Son a work to do and He comes in to
the world to do it. The Spirit acts on behalf of the Father and the Son.

e The requirements. The Son must take a human nature to Himself and be
under the law to redeem those for whom He came (see Galatians 4:4-5).

e The promises. The Father promised the Son the Holy Spirit to support
Him in His work; to raise Him from death and exalt Him to His right hand;
and to send the Holy Spirit to complete the work of redemption in the lives
of those for whom Jesus came.

e The rewards. Those who the Father had given Him would be preserved
for eternal glory to be with Him. They will be from “every tribe and
language and people and nation”.




2. The Covenant of Works

This covenant is between God and Adam as the representative head of all
mankind. There is nowhere in the Bible that this phrase, ‘Covenant of
Works’, is used. It refers to the specific instructions given by God to Adam
as recorded in Genesis 2:15-17. Even here the word ‘covenant’ is not used.
Are we correct to label this arrangement as a covenant and call it a covenant
of works?

(1) God gave Adam freedom to eat of every tree in the garden except one,
that one named ‘the tree of the knowledge of good and evil’. He was
prohibited from eating from this tree, and the penalty for disobedience would
be death. May we call this a ‘covenant’? Hosea 6:7a may be properly
translated, “But like Adam they transgressed the covenant, ...” This is clear
evidence that in the garden and before the fall into sin Adam was under a
covenant relationship with God. As with all such covenantal dealings of
God with His creatures it has the following features:

e Itwas sovereignly imposed on Adam by God; not something that Adam
sought.

e The prohibition against eating of the one tree was designed by God to
be a test of Adam’s obedience. Would he refuse to eat just because His
God had spoken?

e This arrangement was not for Adam alone. Romans 5:12-19 and 1
Corinthians 15:22 make it very clear that Adam represented all his
descendants by birth. When he sinned all were made guilty. It was not
just Adam who was expelled from the garden. None of his descendants
could go back there.

¢ The punishment of disobedience was death, both physical and spiritual.
The implied promise for obedience was life, a quality of life not yet
experienced, symbolized by the tree of life in the midst of the garden
(2:9). He had not yet eaten of this tree, and if he would he would be
confirmed in that state for ever (see 3:22-23). There was a goal to
creation: there were seasonal changes, life was to multiply, Adam was
to subdue the earth, the Sabbath pointed to an eternal rest. Adam
disobeyed, but Christ obeyed and merited life for His people (Romans
5:17-18).




(2) May we call this a ‘covenant of works’? 1t is so called in our 1689
Confession of Faith 20/1: “As the covenant of works was broken by man’s
sin and was unable to confer life, God in His mercy promised to send
Christ.” The covenant promise of life would only be attained by perfect
obedience to God’s command not to eat. It is absolutely essential for the
gospel to understand this. Adam was condemned because his works were
not perfect before God — he had broken God’s command and we all are
condemned because of him. In precisely the same, but opposite way, Christ
perfectly obeyed because He kept the law of God, and so all who are in
Christ are justified. The work of Christ is a work of obedience, fulfilling the
covenant of works that Adam had broken. See the contrasts in Romans 5:18
“one trespass ... condemnation, ... one act of righteousness ... justification
and life;” and 5:19 “one man’s disobedience ... sinners, one man’s
obedience ... righteous.” Justification is possible only by the imputation of
Christ’s righteousness to the believer, as Adam’s disobedience was imputed
to all his posterity. This brings us to the covenant of grace the counterpart
to the covenant of works.

3. The Covenant of Grace

This covenant is between God and His people, through Jesus Christ the
mediator. Once again the words, ‘covenant of grace’, are not found in the
Bible. However, after Adam’s fall into sin, God establishes many covenants
until finally there is a new and eternal covenant. This is how the whole of
history from eternity to eternity fits together. Before the world was created
God had a plan to save a multitude of sinners, the covenant of redemption.
God established the covenant of works with the first man Adam, but he broke
it, and did not receive the promised blessing. Over the period between Adam
and Christ, God promised He would fulfil this covenant of redemption,
revealing it in successive covenant administrations. This is the way God
chose to reveal and fulfil His eternal promises of redemption, which is why
we talk of Covenant Theology.

(1) Adam (Genesis 3:15). Satan through the serpent had been victorious,
but now his defeat is proclaimed in what is known as the ‘proto-evangelion’
or first gospel promise. God Himself will put enmity/hatred between the
offspring of the serpent and of the woman. One of the woman’s offspring
would deal the decisive blow to the head of the serpent, but would be injured
in the process. This one offspring is Jesus, for it is He who defeated Satan
(e.g. Colossians 2:14). It is not named a covenant but it is the first revelation




of the greatest of all promises, the coming of the Redeemer, and His triumph
over the enemy. Why did God make this promise? First, because He is a
gracious God. Adam and Eve had done absolutely nothing to warrant such
a glorious promise. They had not even humbled themselves when God came
to meet them in the garden. Second, because His showing grace to sinners
was an eternal purpose, not plan B because plan A had failed. Remember
the covenant of redemption and read 2 Timothy 1:9.

(2) Noah (Genesis 6:18, 8:20-9:17). Over the succeeding millenia sin
multiplied until mankind was ripe for the great judgement of the Flood.
Noah alone found favour in the eyes of the Lord (6:8). When Noah emerged
after the Flood, what assurance was there that the promise of Genesis 3:15
would be fulfilled, and the world not be totally engulfed? God established
His covenant with Noah and all living things as a guarantee that there would
be no more flood to destroy the earth. The rainbow was to be a sign of this.
This was necessary if the promised Redeemer were to come, the offspring
of the woman.

(3) Abraham (Genesis 15:12-21, 17:1-21). God purposed to choose one
man and his descendants through whom “all the families of the earth” would
“be blessed” (Genesis 12:3). In preparation for the coming of the Redeemer
God promised him that his descendants would become a great nation (12:2,
13:16), that he would be blessed and a blessing (12:2-3); that he would have
the land between Egypt and the Euphrates (13:14-15, 15:18-21, 17:8); that
he would be the father of a multitude of nations (17:4-6). Galatians 3:16
makes it clear that the offspring promised is Christ and all who are in Christ,
that is, believers (3:29). He put it in the form of a covenant to guarantee its
fulfilment. This is the significance of the smoking pot and flaming torch
(both representing God) passing between the pieces of the sacrifices
(Genesis 15:71t.), as if to say, ‘May I be cut in two if I fail to do what I have
promised’ (see also Jeremiah 34:18-20 and Hebrews 6:13-20). Again, this
covenant is a great display of God’s grace. What large promises God gave!
And the fulfilment was dependent upon God alone! He will do it. It was
not because Abraham was seeking God when he was in Ur. He and his
family were worshippers of other gods (Joshua 24:2). Though he became a
man of great faith, he remained a sinner. He lied about his wife twice. He
took his servant Hagar and sought to fulfil the promise in his own way. God
did not deal with him as his sins deserved.




(4) Israel through Moses (Old) (Exodus 19:1-20:17). Many wrongly

believe that this covenant is the republication of the covenant of works, and

not a further administration of the covenant of grace. Here is the evidence
that when God gave His law to the descendants of Jacob who came out of

Egypt, it was an expression of His grace.

o They had already been redeemed out of Egypt in fulfilment of the
covenant with Abraham (Exodus 2:24, 6:6-8, Deuteronomy 9:4-6). God
had already brought them to Himself, and He was their God (Exodus
19:4, 20:2). At Sinai He formed them into the nation of Israel (19:6) by
giving them laws to live by which separated them from the surrounding
nations. Because God’s law is “holy, righteous and good” (Romans
7:12), it is an expression of His grace when He gives it to His people.

o The law given later does not cancel the promise but was given to
guarantee its fulfilment (Galatians 3:15-19). “It was added because of
transgressions, until the offspring should come to whom the promise had
been made” (verse 19). The law kept the Israelites apart from other
nations so that truth would be kept alive, and the offspring kept pure until
the coming of Christ. Otherwise they would have totally turned away in
transgression to idolatry.

o A covenant of works would be doomed to failure from the start. If Adam,
who was made in God’s image, fell by disobeying God’s law, how certain
that those already fallen would abandon themselves to disobeying the law
of God! There is no law that can give life (Galatians 3:21-22), so God
could never have given the law for that purpose, so that the law should
never be seen as against the promises. Rather the law has a positive
purpose with respect to the promise — a “guardian until Christ came, in
order that we might be justified by faith” (verse 24). One great purpose
of the law is to show us that we cannot be justified by the law, for the law
shows up our sin (Romans 3:20, 7:7-12).

(5) David (2 Samuel 7). As history moves on, so nearer comes the
fulfilment of the eternal purpose of God, first revealed in Genesis 3:15. Who
will this ‘offspring of the woman’ be? It will be one born of woman, so the
human race must be preserved (Noah). It will be a descendant of Abraham.
It will be a member of the nation of Israel. Now we learn he will be a king,
a descendant of David. In this covenant God promises David that there
would always be one of his sons to sit on the throne of His people (2 Samuel
7:12-16). The genealogies of Jesus in Matthew 1 and Luke 3 show all the




links. So Jesus is the Son of David. “And the Lord God will give to him the
throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever,
and of his kingdom there will be no end” (Luke 1:32-33). David’s response
to the covenant shows it is all of God’s grace (2 Samuel 7:18-29).

(6) New (Jeremiah 31:31-34). Our Lord came to save His people from their
sins (MATTHEW 1:21). His death establishes a new covenant, the final and
full covenant which will last forever. On the night before His death, at the
Passover, He proclaimed, “This cup that is poured out for you is the new
covenant in my blood” (Luke 22:20, see 1 Corinthians 11:25). His death as
a sacrifice establishes this new covenant, this permanent relationship
between God and His people. Jeremiah 31:31-34 and Hebrews 8 contrast
the new covenant with the old, the covenant at Sinai. There was nothing
wrong with the old covenant itself. The problem was with the people,
“them”. It accomplished all God intended it to do, and pointed forward to
Christ, but it could not guarantee the blessings of the new covenant. The
blood of bulls and goats could never take away sin (Hebrews 10:4), but the
blood of Christ, will “purify our conscience from dead works to serve the
living God” (9:13-14). What is new about the new covenant?
» There are differences of administration. Instead of a physical
temple, the gathered people of God are the temple. All believers
are priests. There are no more animal sacrifices, only the one
and final sacrifice of Christ, etc.
» God’s laws are written on the heart, not just externally on stone.
> It cannot be broken, so none in the covenant will ever be lost
(Jeremiah 32:40, Ezekiel 36:27).
> All in the covenant know the Lord savingly, not like under the
old where only some were the true people of God (see Romans
9:6).

‘Covenant’ is the word God uses to describe His relationship with His
people. It speaks of a close relationship, ‘I am your God, and you are My
people’ (final occurrence in Revelation 21:3). God pledges Himself to us.
We have all the benefits of those who God counts as His people. We don’t
deserve any of it. God established it sovereignly because that is what |He
wanted. Itis all of grace through the work of Christ and Hm alone.




IT IS MOST BLESSED TO BE A
PARTAKER OF THE NEW COVENANT

Tonny Karwa

Tonny Karwa pastors Grace Baptist Church, Kisumu, Kenya.

When the Central Bank of Kenya rolled out the new generation banknotes,
they announced that the old generation one-thousand-shilling notes should
be exchanged by October 1, 2019, after which, they would cease to be the
legal tender. We know that this change didn’t affect the value of the one-
thousand-shilling note although some of its features significantly changed.
Kenyans expressed mixed reactions to this change. Some, by comparing the
two banknotes, expressed their dissatisfaction, citing that it wasn’t necessary
after all, and argued that the old banknotes were in fact better in both its
quality and aesthetics. This is to emphasise that the mere fact that something
is new chronologically doesn’t guarantee an improvement in its quality or
desirability. If anything, it has been argued that “old is gold.” It can be added
that what is old is classic since it has stood the test of time. Therefore, for
that which is new to be comparably better, it must not only be quintessential
but, most importantly, it’s properties must be of a superlative degree. In the
same manner, the Bible is replete with the “old and new” motif. For instance,
it talks of a new creation, a new self, a new commandment, a new heaven
and a new earth, a new Jerusalem, a new heart and a new spirit, a new
covenant. The Bible affirms that the new covenant is better than the old
(Hebrews 8:6, 11:40). This article specifically addresses three fundamental
questions; (1) What makes it better than the old? (2) What are its specific
blessings that make it better? (3) How may you be a partaker of it?

1. What makes the new covenant better?

The old covenant refers to the covenant that God made with the nation of
Israel through the mediation of Moses (Jeremiah 31:31-32, Hebrews 8:8-9).
The new covenant is not the old covenant renewed but under a different
administration. The contrast between “old and new” is not merely syntactical
or chronological but theological. The language ‘new’ is a language of
perfection of the second covenant. It used to show, by contrast, that the
subsequent is superior to the antecedent without obliterating the
correspondence between them in any way, shape, or form. Secondly, it is a




language of cessation of the first covenant. That is, the two contrasted
covenants cannot coexist. The first covenant necessarily became obsolete
(Hebrews 8:13). There are two reasons why the new covenant is better:

[1] It is enacted on better promises of God.

[a] The fulfilment of the promises is guaranteed. God monergistically and
unilaterally stipulates what He will do in the new covenant by repeatedly
saying “I will” in Hebrews 8:8-13. The point is that the realisation of these
promises is predicated upon God’s integrity and trustworthiness, not on the
faithfulness of the members of the new covenant. This is an important
observation since the members of either of the covenants are sinners who
cannot fulfil the demands of the covenant. God isn’t dealing with people
who are inherently better than the old covenant community. Rather, He is so
faithful that not even a single of these promises will miscarry. How do we
know that these promises will be fulfilled? God Himself guarantees what the
new covenant members will ultimately become by repeatedly saying “they
shall”. In other words, the “I will...they shall” motif is a cause-effect
relationship between what God does and what the members of the new
covenant become.

[b] The promises are spiritual and eternal. In the old covenant, God
promised the nation of Israel physical and earthly blessings such as the land
of Canaan as an inheritance. The temporal nature of these blessings is
revealed in so many ways, including the fact that Israel was exiled from
Canaan. Yet we know that spiritual blessings abide in eternity and one
cannot be dispossessed of them. Those who received such promises
perceived by faith that God was promising something better which they
didn’t attain in their lifetime, a heavenly inheritance (Hebrews 11:10,13-16).
On the contrary, all the promises of God to the new covenant members are
redemptive and necessarily result in the inward transformation of each
partaker of the covenant (Hebrews 8:10-12). The primary focus of the new
covenant is the solution to man’s chief problem of sin and the need to be
reconciled to God. God becomes their greatest possession when He says, “I
will be their God and they shall be my people.” In turn, they enjoy
fellowship, friendship, and favour with God. This is an everlasting union. In
other words, new covenant is the ultimate remedy for the fall and its
consequences.

[2] Christ its mediator is superior.
[a] He is superior to Moses who mediated of the old covenant.




= Moses was the mediator of the old covenant but only as a faithful
servant while Christ is the Mediator of the new covenant as God’s Son
(Hebrews 3:1-6). Being God’s Son means that He is God (Hebrews
1:3,8). There are blessings and privileges in the household that can only
be granted to the members of the covenant by Christ the Son and not
Moses the servant. The point is that however faithful a servant could be,
he cannot be compared to the son of the master who has appointed him.
Moses was a type of the real Mediator who was to come—Christ Jesus—
who is worthy of more glory.

= Moses inaugurated the old covenant by the blood of calves and goats
while Christ enacted the new covenant by His own blood. The writer of
Hebrews points out the absolute necessity of the blood in ratifying both
of these covenants (Hebrews 9:15-22, cf. Exodus 24:3-8). The reason he
gives is that without the shedding of blood, there is no forgiveness of
sins (v. 22). Blood is the shorthand for death. Moses, the mediator of the
Old Covenant, on one hand, enacted it using the blood of calves and
goats. Christ, the mediator of the New Covenant, on the other hand,
instituted the New Covenant by His own blood, that is, His death on the
cross. These are two corresponding but contrasted foundations. The
blood is necessary since the members of the covenant are sinners whose
sins must be atoned for and whose guilty consciences must be cleansed
if they are to enjoy the spiritual and eternal blessings of the covenant. So,
the question that immediately arises is this: was the problem of sin dealt
with in the old covenant? To which the writer of Hebrews responds,
“...it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take away sins”
(Hebrews 10:4,11). They still had guilty consciences since they were
reminded of their sins every year whenever the animals were sacrificed
(v. 3; cf. 10:22). A sinner is like a loan defaulter who receives periodical
reminders from the lending institution that he needs to clear his
outstanding debt without which his property is subject to seizure and
forfeiture. Such reminders would usually deny one joy and peace of mind
until the debt is fully settled. Such was the experience of the old covenant
members every year. The blood of the animals was only a shadow of the
reality which is found in the blood of Christ. It was pointing to a better
blood yet to come. It was the guarantee that a better blood would be
provided in the new covenant. During the institution of the Lord’s
Supper, Christ asserts that, “this is my blood of the [new] covenant,
which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins.” (Matthew.
26:28; cf. Luke 22:20). John the Baptist, fully aware of this reality, points




his disciples to Christ and tells them, “Behold, the Lamb of God, who
takes away the sin of the world.” (John 1:29).

[b] He is superior to the Levitical priests who ministered in the old covenant.

= His priesthood is perpetual. Firstly, He is a high priest not descended
from Levi like the old covenant priests, but after the order Melchizedek
who had no recorded human genealogy and whose beginning of days nor
end of life isn’t recorded (Hebrews 7). This makes Him a high priest
forever (v. 3; cf. 6:20). Secondly, He became a high priest not on the basis
of the law like the old covenant priest but by an oath (vv. 11-21). Since
an oath is inviolable, His priesthood is perpetual (cf. 6:13-18). The law
can however, be changed (v. 12). Besides, the law appointed the Levitical
priests in their weakness of sin and mortality, but the word of the oath
appointed Christ, the Son who is absolutely morally perfect and immortal
(vv. 26-28). The result of the perpetuity of His priesthood is that He lives
to make an intercession for those who draw near to God through Him in
order to save them to the uttermost (v. 25).

= Hissacrifice was efficacious. Christ offered for all time a single sacrifice
for sins (v. 27; cf. 10:12). The old covenant priests however, offered the
same sacrifices that could never take away sins repeatedly (v. 27; cf.
Hebrews 10:11). The guarantee of the efficacy of His sacrifice is His
sitting down at the right hand of God (Hebrews 1:4; 9:1; 10:12). By that
single sacrifice, He has perfected for all time those who are being
sanctified (Hebrews 10:10,14). The result is that the new covenant
members have confidence to enter the holy places by His blood (vv. 19ff).
Such access wasn’t granted to the old covenant members.

= He ministers in a superior tent. Unlike the old covenant high priests who
served in the earthly tent/tabernacle, Christ—the minister of the new
covenant—serves in the heavenly tent which is the true tent made by the
Lord, not man (Hebrews 8:1-5). The contrast is between that which is
divinely made and that which is humanly made and between that which
is true or original and that which is copy or shadow. Such as contrast
makes the heavenly tent greater and more perfect (cf. 9:11). The old
covenant high priests on the other hand, served a copy and shadow of the
heavenly things. The contrast here is between the actual/original and a
copy. The earthly copy or shadow was not an improvement or upgrade of
the original. It was fashioned after the heavenly pattern that God showed
Moses on the mountain (v. 5). We know that the “original” is always
superior to and therefore provides a pattern for the “copy”.




2. What are the specific blessings of the new covenant?
These blessings are stipulated in Hebrews 8:10-12 as follows:

[1] Spiritual transformation (v. 10)

During the ratification of the old covenant, the people said, “All that the
LORD has spoken we will do, and we will be obedient” upon receiving the
stipulations of the covenant (Exodus 24:8). But the question is: were they
obedient as per their vow? The writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews
negatively recounts how they did not continue in it out of their obdurate
hearts (v. 9). Positively, Jeremiah records that they broke it (Jeremiah
31:32). It wasn’t simply that they were willingly recalcitrant. They were
powerless sinners who, in their natural state, only acted disobediently
according to their sinful nature. Their unfaithfulness revealed the moral
condition of their unregenerate hearts. In other words, they lacked a new
nature that is inclined towards willingly and joyfully loving the law of God.
Their problem of obedience was bigger than mere outward performance.
Although God was a faithful husband to them, they, on the other hand, acted
adulterously towards Him by whoring after other gods (Jeremiah 31:32). In
other words, disobedience is a spiritual and moral problem whose remedy is
a changed heart. But of the new covenant members however, God says, ““I
will put my laws in their minds, and write them in their hearts.” (Hebrews
8:10; cf. Jeremiah 31:33). One of the correspondences between the two
covenants is the law of God. The contrast however, is that in the old
covenant, God wrote it on tablets of stone while in the new covenant, He
writes it on tablets of the heart (cf. 2 Corinthians 3:3). Coupled with this
inward etching of the law, God gives them a new spirit and heart and puts
His Spirit in them (Ezekiel 11:19-20; 36:25-27). He says that such a spiritual
transformation will result in obedience to God’s statues. In other words, a
changed nature and the giving of the Spirit is the antidote to the disobedience
to the law witnessed in the old covenant. There is also an obvious link
between the members of the covenant being spiritually transformed and their
relationship with God. God adds that He will be their God and they shall be
His people (Ezekiel 11:20; 37:28; Hebrews 8:10). This is an eternal
relationship. How blessed it is that the members of the new covenant, unlike
those of the old covenant are identified as law-keepers!

[2] Special knowledge of God (v. 11)

The knowledge of God in the old covenant was more revelatory than
relational. God revealed Himself to them through His word and many of His
sovereign acts that they would know the He is God. But for many of them,




this knowledge was not experiential. The knowledge of His holiness,
faithfulness, justice, love, saving power etc. didn’t transform them
spiritually. It didn’t bring them to salvation (cf. John 17:3). Therefore, they
perished. On the contrary, God promises the members of the new covenant
that they shall not teach, each one his neighbour and each one his brother,
saying ‘Know the Lord,’ for they shall all know me, from the least of them
to the greatest.” (Hebrews 8:11). Firstly, this knowledge is special since it
is experiential and personal. They will not merely know about Him like the
old covenant community but rather, they will actually know Him more
closely and intimately. In other words, they will experience His love and
affection as His children. This knowledge leads to fellowship, friendship,
and favour with God. Secondly, it is special since it is unmediated. They
don’t require instruction to know the Lord. One of the reasons for this is that
they have all been anointed by the Holy One (cf. 1 John 2:20,27). The point
here is that personal knowledge cannot be mediated since it is relational.
Thirdly, it is special since it is indiscriminate. God tells them that “they shall
all know me, from the least to the greatest.” In other words, this knowledge
is not reserved for some special class of the members of the new covenant.

[3] Perfect forgiveness (v. 12)

Of the members of the New Covenant, God says, “I will be merciful toward
their iniquities, and I will remember their sins no more.” (Hebrews 8:12).
The verse being quoted reads, “For I will forgive their iniquity, and I will
remember their sin no more.” (Jeremiah 33:34). The emphasis of this
promise is that God will grant them total and perfect forgiveness. This is a
once-for-all forgiveness. He will not revisit their iniquities. This is what
makes the forgiveness unique in the New Covenant. The questions that
should be asked is this: why would God remember their sins no more?
Wasn’t God merciful to the members of the Old Covenant too? Has God’s
mercy changed in the New Covenant? Not at all. God is immutable in all His
attributes. Weren’t the sins of the Old Covenant members atoned for by the
blood of animals? The answer lies in the contrast between the sacrifices
offered in both the Covenants. For it must be remembered that without the
shedding of blood there is no forgiveness of sins (Hebrews 9:22). Therefore,
we see the correspondence of blood in both the Covenants. The simple,
straightforward answer is this: the members of the New Covenant receive
perfect forgiveness because the sacrifice offered by Christ on their behalf
was perfect and efficacious. The sacrifices offered in the sacerdotal system
of the Old Covenant—blood of bulls and goats—were only a shadow
pointing to the real efficacious sacrifice of the blood of Christ Jesus




(Hebrews 10:1-4). When you apply for a national ID card for the first time,
you will be issued with a waiting slip. But you cannot use the waiting slip
forever. In fact, there are certain transactions you can’t make with it. Once
your ID card is produced, you will be asked to pick it and surrender the
waiting slip. You surrender it because it has fulfilled its short-term purpose.
And once you have surrendered it, it becomes obsolete. The waiting slip
would usually contain the reminder “this is not an ID card” inasmuch as it’s
helpful. So, it is with the animal sacrifices of the Old Covenant. The Old
Covenant saints were issued with a waiting slip, as it were, as a guarantee of
the real payment yet to be made by Christ. It reminded them yearly that they
needed the real payment. This explains why the Levitical sacrifices were
offered repeatedly. Christ’s blood, on the other hand, made a full and perfect
atonement leading to the complete satisfaction of God’s justice. Human sins
require human blood as payment and divine wrath requires divine payment
to be fully satisfied. There members of the New Covenant are
instantaneously sanctified once for all (Hebrews 10:10). They don’t have
to wait for this blessing. This is what the theologians refer to as definitive
sanctification to differentiate it from progressive sanctification.

3. How may you partake of this new and better covenant?

The new covenant in its institution, mediation, and consummation are all
predicated upon Christ as we have observed. All its promises find their
fulfilment in Him. Whosoever therefore, receives Christ receives all the
blessings of the new covenant. We receive Christ by believing in Him—
putting all our trust in Him as the only mediator between God and men. We,
just like the members of the old covenant, cannot perfectly keep the law
stipulated by God to be partakers of the new covenant. It is to Him alone that
we must look to be partakers of this covenant, for He is the author and
perfector of our faith (Hebrews 12:2). As members of the new covenant,
Christ has come and guaranteed us better promises than the old covenant
saints. Therefore, as Calvin puts it, a tiny spark of light led them [the old
covenant saints] to heaven, but now that the sun of righteousness shines on
us what excuse shall we offer if we still hold to the earth? 2

2 Wilson G.B, “New Testament Commentaries Volume Two,” p. 442.
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Mombasa, Kenya. There is overlap with the previous article and we trust this
emphasis on the new covenant will be a great blessing to you.

JEREMIAH 31:31-34

What is a divine covenant?

A binding relational arrangement established by God for the benefit of men, in
which he offers certain benefits, and ordains the terms and means by which they
are to be received. God established such an arrangement with Adam and Eve in
the blessed garden, with father Abraham and later on with David. In each of
these He condescends to men, pledging to do them good upon certain
conditions.

What is the old covenant, and how did we get here?

True to the promise made to Abraham, God raised from him a nation to be the
custodian of His oracles and the centre of His dealings in the world. After
graciously delivering the Israelites from 400 years of slavery in Egypt, at the
foot of Mt. Sinai, He pledged to make them a nation with special status above
all others upon the condition that they would be loyal to Him. This is the
covenant which God “...made with your fathers when I took them by the hand
out of Egypt”, and which He here accuses them of breaking. In fulfilling His
promise to the Patriarchs, God indeed settled this nation in the land of Canaan,
and made it very prosperous, but over time, they forgot the Lord their God and
violated His covenant. In spite of numerous warnings of the consequences of
their disobedience, they persisted in it and so covenant curses begun to fall so
that by the time of Jeremiah’s ministry the glories of the Kingdom, which
reached a high point under David, had all but vanished; with only a dark 70 year
exile beckoning.

This apparent collapse of God’s purposes with the Old Covenant community
explains the gloomy tone of much of Jeremiah’s ministry, and gives context to
our present text; the Babylonians are pounding hard on the gates of Jerusalem,
ready to uproot the people from the land of God’s presence (Deut. 29:24-28). |
say "apparent collapse™ because coming to this section of Jeremiah which spans
ch. 30-33, a hopeful tone dominates. As the prophet watches the sun set on this
once glorious nation, he anticipates a new, more glorious dawn; out of the ruins




of this typical assembly will emerge it's glorious antitype, secured on terms far
better than those of the first covenant. Ezekiel would later see this in terms of a
glorious rebirth wrought by a mighty power from on high (Ez. 37). The collapse
is not total after all.

Vs. 31 “The days are coming...” a certain promise

The promise is for a time yet future, for the moment, judgment must run its
course and for 70 years the nation will languish in exile (32:28-35). This little
detail is crucial to the reliability of the promise itself, the Lord who promises a
New Covenant, also threatened judgment against breaking the old; can we be
sure He will fulfil this new pledge if He doesn’t fulfil the former? (32:42). Even
in grace God never overlooks sin; we have peace with God even now only
because another has fully born our punishment (Gal. 3:13-14). But much as
judgment must fall, the faithful Lord DECLARES that there will be a new dawn,
brought about by His singular, personal efficiency, “I will make a New
Covenant”, the blessings of which will embrace/unite not only dead Israel and
dying Judah, but on a grander scale “all the families of the world”.

Vs. 32 “...not like the covenant that I made with their fathers...” its
distinctness

This covenant will be new not just in point of time, succeeding the old, but
distinct in its nature and substance. The text emphasises the radical distinction
of the New Covenant from the old, first by calling it “a New Covenant” and
then setting it in clear contrast with the former “not like the covenant that | made
with their fathers”. It will be a different covenant, not merely a refurbishment
or upgrade of the old, but a replacement of it. The fundamental “unlikeness”
will regard its resilience, it will be inviolable, unlike the former “which they
broke”. Let’s try to understand this radical difference by considering the
following questions:

1. What is the nature of the covenant to be replaced?

That it is the Sinaitic covenant is clear, “...which I made with their fathers when
| took them by the hand out of the land of Egypt”. Notice these telling words
connected with that covenant, “Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice

and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession among all
peoples...and you shall be to me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation” (Ex.
19:5-6). To be sure, it was by sheer grace that God delivered them out of Egypt,
and promised blessings which far surpass His demands on them, but their
continuance in the promised special status was clearly conditioned upon their
continued obedience. The point is that it was basically a conditional covenant.
The people had to fulfil its terms to continue in the blessings (Jer. 7:23; 11:6-
8), otherwise the nation would not be in the present predicament.




2. What was its fate?

This covenant clearly collapsed “...my covenant which they broke...” we read.
Its promised blessings were progressively forfeited and Jeremiah is witnessing
the final rites performed over the nation which was once the envy of the world.
The writer to the Hebrews will tell us that it was found to be faulty, and
considers the promise of a new to mean that the former was even at that time
“becoming obsolete and ready to vanish away” (8:7, 13). In a word, that
covenant ended in failure.

3. What occasioned the failure?

The collapse was entirely the result of the people’s failure to abide by its terms
“my covenant which they broke, even though I was a husband to them”, in other
words God remained faithful as a hushand. It was the people who broke faith,
not God. The fault was not even intrinsic to the covenant itself, for then would
God’s character be impugned (He was its author). Even the fact of its
conditionality ought not in itself to be seen as the ground of the failure, first
because it is perfectly in order for God to set conditions for His creatures; but
secondly, even in the New Covenant the conditions are not removed but rather
fulfilled by another, hence the validity of the conditions is established. Hebrews
(8:8) locates the fault/weakness of the in the people, “For he finds fault with
them”.

From the foregoing, it is clear that if another covenant is to be made which is
radically different from the former, it has to be unbreakable; and for it to be
unbreakable, the weak link which brought down the former must be addressed,
this covenant must not only be carefully guarded from the weakness of the
people, its conditions must be fully supplied apart from the people.

Vs. 33-34: “...this is the covenant that I will make” the promises

At the heart of the promise of a New Covenant stand 3 key features, designed

to address the problems raised in our 3 questions:

1. It will be characterised by an efficacious work of the Spirit in the heart
producing true obedience (vs. 33). Compliance will be a matter of inward
compulsion rather than outward exaction, or “inner constraint” instead of
“outward restraint from which men only break away” (A.M Stibbs on
Hebrews 8-A New Bible Commentary Revised pg. 1205). The God who
demands Obedience from us will also produce it in us, the conditions
required will also be supplied, the people will walk in God’s ways because
God will cause them to (Ez. 36:26-27).

2. Aradically different community: Of the Old Covenant community, we read
of “a remnant saved by grace”, living in the midst of a majority who “honour
me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me” (Isa. 29:23), saving




knowledge of God was not universal. In the New Covenant, every member
will have personal intimate (saving) knowledge of God (vs. 34), lIsaiah
captures it thus, “all your children shall be taught by the Lord” (54:13),
Christ interprets this to mean the effectual teaching/drawing which brings
one into personal union with Christ the covenant head (Jn. 6:45). Every
single member of the New Covenant community will have personal union
with the covenant head, wrought by His Spirit.

3. There are no threats of judgment in the New Covenant, instead, a sweeping
announcement of plenary and irrevocable forgiveness of sins, God will
remember their sins no more”, meaning He will not hold those sins against
them (vs. 34); because of their union with the covenant head, they have
“passed from death to life”, “no more condemnation”. Members of the New
Covenant will never be faced with the kind of judgement which forms the

background of this promise.

Please note:

» The spiritual nature of the blessings promised; even though the blessings are
described in pictures of temporal blessings (like scenes of joyous celebration
vs. 4, 13; plentiful harvest and a booming population both of man and
livestock vs. 5, 27), the substance as summarised in our text is spiritual
(spiritual regeneration, forgiveness of sins and power for godly living).

» The utter absence of conditions, caveats or riders or threats; neither here nor
anywhere in the context do we find any conditions set, the promised
blessings are not conditioned on the recipients’ performance, it is wholly a
covenant of supply, entirely of grace. This is not to say that the success of
the New Covenant will be a result of lowered standards or abolishment of
conditions as if they were invalid. God hints at the reason for the absence of
conditions, notice the language of full payment in 31:11, and the promise “in
those days of” of “a righteous branch” who will be the “righteousness of His
people” (33:15-16; Rom. 10:4). A surety will fulfil all conditions.

» The absolute monergism behind all of this. As the fault of the Old Covenant
lay in the weakness of the people, there is no hint that the success of the New
Covenant will hinge on a divine/human synergism. The announcement of
forgiveness is unilateral; the obedience required of them will be worked in
them by God’s Spirit; they will fear God because God will give them one
heart and one way (32:39); they will not turn away from God because God
will put His fear in them (32:39). The multiple “I wills” in ch. 32:36-44
sound like Ezekiel 36:22-38. This is an absolutely secure covenant, not liable




to failure or abrogation because it depends on God alone; there will be no
need for another after it. The New Covenant will also be the last.

These promises so guarantee the absolute certainty of the New Covenant
covenant, the very fixed order of creation will have to change before any of its
blessings are lost (31:35-37; 33:19-21, 25-26).

The arrival and anchor of the New Covenant.
“This is the New Covenant in my blood” (Lk. 12:20).
With this epoch making statement, Jesus of Nazareth not only changed the view
of the New Covenant from future prospect to present reality, He placed Himself
at the centre of it, “the New Covenant in my blood”. If Jeremiah, indeed all
prophets inquired “what person or time the Spirit of Christ in them was
indicating” the Lord Christ stakes His claim, “I am He, and this is the time”. By
His self-sacrifice, Christ inaugurated the New Covenant, whose details it would
be the task of the New Testament writers to explain; in this, the writer to the
Hebrews towers above all. It is he who expressly calls the new “a better
”, “enacted on better promises” (7:22; 8:6), then grounds its superiority

covenant”,
and efficacy on its superior mediator, Christ.

A better covenant

Having argued for the supremacy of Christ by comparing Him to everyone and

everything (ch. 1-7), the writer brings all of that to bear on the crucial matter of

the New Covenant in ch. 8 onwards, notice the introductory words “Now the
point in what we are saying is this : we have such a high priest” (8:1). His labour
all along has been to establish the surpassing excellency of the High priest we
have in Christ, in order that he might assert that the covenant He mediates is

“by as much” superior to the old (7:22; 8:6). It is the excellency of His person

that underpins the efficacy of His work as covenant head, thus establishing the

New Covenant as better than the old. The New Covenant must never be thought

of apart from its head, it is “...the New Covenant in His blood”.

15t On the old covenant (had only shadows of Christ)

It’s called weak and useless (7:18), faulty, obsolete, old and disappearing (Ch.

8:13). What is the locale of its fault?

e A weak, sinful people: “For He finds fault with them”; herein is the
principle ground of weakness; the inability of the people to keep even the
requirements of that weak economy. The repeated failure not only brought
the nation to its knees in judgment, it underlined the fact of human inability,
revealing their need of “the Lord our righteousness” (Jer. 32:15-16). In this
way, the Old Covenant is a useful tutorial, a schoolmaster to lead us to Christ.

o A weak ministry: the limitations of the priesthood and its ordinances which
include:-




o Weak functionaries (sinful, temporary Priests (7:23); with only
limited access (9:6-7);

o Earthly objects, offices and rituals 9:1ff; 8:5 (couldn’t make anything
perfect but pointed to the realities coming in Christ). Their very
presence signified that the way was not yet opened (9:8)

All these pointed to a limited purpose. Throughout, Hebrews asserts the
typical nature of the institutions and benefits of the Old Covenant. The
physical tabernacle, with its priests and offerings, and even the promise of
temporal blessings like material prosperity and a line of Kings, only served
as “copies, shadows and patterns” (8:5). The sheer exercise of the ordinances
of the Old Covenant, or enjoyment of its temporal benefits, did not ex opere
operato, save or damn eternally. To be sure, these pictures signified “better
things to come” i.e, the grace of the New Covenant, and the elect even then;
being helped by the Spirit to true faith knew its saving efficacy. Still it must
be said that belonging to that covenant did not guarantee a saving outcome.
In other words, while men were saved during the period of that covenant,
they were not necessarily saved by it. One may use boxes to model a
bungalow, but never with the intention of living in it, so in its typical
function, the Old Covenant modelled salvation, but it was not in itself saving.

2" On the New Covenant
It is called “a better covenant” and its ministry “more excellent” (Heb. 8:1-

5),
.

because of:
The Excellency of its mediator (Divine, sinless, power of an endless life,
Ch. 7:16, 26).
The exalted arena of its ministry (in heaven itself; in the true tabernacle;
not made with hands), and superior offering (perfect, without spot, and
efficacious (9:11-14 compare with 10:4).
Its guaranteed outcome secured by an unbreakable oath (7:16, 20, 25).
The saving purpose of the New Covenant is guaranteed; failure is no
longer possible.

N.B. The argument of Hebrews is that as the weakness of the Old Testament
priesthood and its ministry were the bane of the old covenant; the radical
superiority of the New Covenant is grounded in the superiority of Christ and
His ministry. It is to Him Jeremiah refers when he talks of a coming “righteous
Branch...” who will “execute justice and righteousness in the land”; in whose
days “Judah will be saved, and Jerusalem will dwell securely”. In Him we can
say “The LORD is our righteousness”. (Jeremiah 33:15-16). Because of His
triumph, the great objective of God’s covenant making throughout time is




realized “I will be their God, and they will be my people”. God finally has a
people, a kingdom of priests (Ex. 19:6; 1 Pet. 2:5-9 Rev 5:9-10). The people
have full access to God, all barriers to communion torn down. No more angels
with flaming swords restricting access, a new and living way has been opened,
never to be shut (Heb. 9:8; 10:20).

Why we must seek to understand the New Covenant:

e For our peace and assurance: human beings are the same in all ages,
descending from the same stock, we are not any different from that group
which failed so miserably. It is only because of the superior blessings of the
New Covenant that we have such sweet New Testament assurances as “there
is therefore now no condemnation”; “nothing can separate us from the love
of God” and “He who has begun a good work in you will accomplish it” etc.

e A clearer understanding of the nature of the New Testament Church: the
blessings of the New Covenant belong to all, and only those who have
personal saving knowledge of Christ “they shall all know me”. Membership
is not through parents or associates who “know the Lord”, personal union
with the covenant head alone affords entrance into the New Covenant
community; there can be no other criteria. “Unless one is born again, he
cannot see...enter the Kingdom of God” (Jn.3:3, 5).

e A corrective against the prosperity theology: Ignorance of the nature,
promises and blessings of the New Covenant forms part of what drives the
prosperity theology, the heresy which sees material prosperity as the mark
of Christian blessedness, and turns godliness into a means of gain. That
ungodly obsession is often justified by promises like possessing “houses you
didn’t build and fields you didn’t plant”; the ignorant are made to think that
it is their right to become “a mighty nation” etc. and they readily settle for
these shadows at the expense of the glorious riches of Christ. A grasp of the
spiritual nature of the New Covenant blessings, of which these promises
were but a shadow is therefore a necessary antidote to this heinous error.

Above all, the glories of the New Covenant should draw our thoughts to the
glories of He who makes it glorious, inspire our love and drive service to Him.
It is “the New Covenant in His blood”. To Him be glory for ever, Amen.




NEW COVENANT TH EOLOGY Richard Barcellos

This issue of Grace & Truth has a number of articles on the biblical teaching of
covenant. It is such an important teaching in the Bible that God’s truth cannot be
properly understood except through this lens of covenant. So we have included the
article on Covenant Theology. But today there has arisen a theology, a teaching,
which sounds very similar, New Covenant Theology (NCT). This article is
basically a summary of Richard Barcellos, In Defense of the Decalogue: A Critique
of New Covenant Theology. Edited by Keith Underhill.

New Covenant Theology (NCT) obviously has an emphasis on the new
covenant. The specific language of ‘new covenant’ is found in Jeremiah 31:31,
Luke 22:20, 1 Corinthians 11:25, 2 Corinthians 3:6, and Hebrews 8:8,13, 9:15,
12:24. In what follows we aim to explain what NCT is and why it is not to be
accepted as true to the Bible.

Barcellos finds eight areas of problem. Considering these problem areas will
also make clear what NCT is all about.

1. What is the promise of the new covenant? Jeremiah 31:31-34 is the only
Old Testament text that specifically mentions the new covenant. One of the
promises is, “I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts”

(verse 33). What is this ‘law’? NCT does not identify this law with the Ten

Commandments. Is this true? Note the following about the law as promised to

be written on the heart of God’s people in the new covenant:

e “My” law, so it is God’s law. It had been set before them and their fathers
(Jeremiah 44:10). It was something that had been revealed to them by God
and that they had broken (see also Jeremiah 6:19, 9:13, 16:11, 26:4). It was
something well known.

o All who will be members of the new covenant community will have this law
put within them, written on their hearts. This was not true of the old covenant
community as a whole.

e (God is both the author of this law, and the One who writes it on the heart. It
was specifically the Ten Words (Commandments) that God wrote with His
own finger on the tablets of stone and gave to Moses (Exodus 31:18,
Deuteronomy 9:10). The change in the writing is not in the content of the
law, but where God writes it.

By way of conclusion, there is every reason for identifying the law written on

the heart in the new covenant as the Ten Commandments specifically. There

was something very special about the Ten Commandments. As 10 in number




they are supremely the law of God. It is these alone that God wrote Himself.
Al the others were revealed to Moses who then wrote them down.

2. What was the old covenant? NCT identifies the old covenant with the Ten

Commandments. Exodus 34:27-28 seems to support this, where the covenant

is called the Ten Commandments. For those who follow NCT teaching the Ten

Commandments are always and only to be identified with the old covenant and

not with God’s unchanging moral law. If this is true then it means that the Ten

Commandments began at Sinai and ended at the cross. The following evidence

shows this is not true, for the rest of the Bible clearly teaches that while the old

covenant includes the Ten Commandments, it includes much more!

o The old covenant included such civil laws that had to do with slavery
(Jeremiah 34:13-14).

o Ezekiel declares that the covenant was broken when ceremonial laws
concerning bringing foreigners into the temple were broken (44:6-8).

e The author of the letter to the Hebrews understands that the first or old
covenant includes the whole Mosaic legislation. It included “regulations for
worship and an earthly place of holiness” (9:1). Further, the covenant was
“inaugurated” with blood of sacrifice (9:18), a reference to Exodus 24:1-8.
This inauguration ceremony took place after both the Ten Commandments
(ch. 20) AND the book of the covenant had been given (Exodus 24:7).

o Nor does Exodus 34:27-28 teach what NCT claims. Yes, God wrote the
Ten Commandments for the second time. But Moses also wrote what is
recorded in verses 10-26! Tt is prefaced with God’s declaration that He is
making a covenant (v. 10), and then ends with the words, “Write these
words, for in accordance with these words I have made a covenant”. These
words include what Moses has just written, so that they are also included in
the covenant.

The question arises concerning the function of the Ten Commandments in the
old covenant according to NCT. It is claimed than when the ten are considered
as a unit, rather than as individual commands, then they are always thought of
as a covenant. They make the conclusion that since the old covenant is no longer
in force then the Ten Commandments as a unit are no longer in force as law
under the new covenant. Individual commandments may be there as, for
example, murder which was always wrong. However, an examination of the
New Testament shows that the Ten Commandments continue to thought of as a
unit, even outside of the old covenant. So, for example, one of the
commandments such as the fourth cannot be deleted, as the ten are a unity.




e 2 Corinthians 3:3. There is an obvious reference back to the Ten
Commandments written on the tablets of stone. They are now written by
Christ through the Holy Spirit on the hearts of Christians in the new covenant
(verse 6, remember Jeremiah 31:33).

o Ephesians 6:2-3. Paul quotes the fifth of the Ten Commandments as the first
to contain a promise. This assumes a well known series of commandments.
It is not binding for us simply because it is repeated in the New Testament,
but because it is one of the Ten Commandments that are the basics of
Christian ethics even under the new covenant.

e 1 Timothy 1:8-11. There was a problem of teachers using the law vainly,
for speculation, instead of the lawful use, for those who are not keeping it!
What is the law Paul is referring to in verses 8-10? It is notable that the final
five are one word summaries in order of numbers 5 to 9 in the Ten
Commandments — “those who strike their fathers and mothers” (5.), for
murderers” (6™.), “the sexually immoral, men who practice homosexuality”
(7™)), “enslavers” (8".), “liars, perjurers” (9".). It is therefore reasonable to
suggest that the previous four refer to number 1 to 4 - “the ungodly” (1)
“and sinners” (2"9.), “for the unholy” (3.) “and profane” (4".) [see profaning
the sabbath at Matthew 12:5]. If this is a true interpretation of what Paul has
written, then it shows that the Ten Commandments as a whole remain the
standard of law under the new covenant as they were in the old. This
includes the sabbath!

3. Has the old covenant been abolished? The Bible clearly teaches that the
old covenant, as a covenant, has been abolished. NCT asserts that not only the
covenant, but also all the legislation contained in it has been abolished. So it is
taught that there is no abiding moral validity of the Ten Commandments in the
new covenant. This cannot be true as Jesus clearly teaches that He has not come
“to abolish the Law or the Prophets” (the Old Testament), but “to fulfil them”
(Matthew 5:17). Obviously, ‘to fulfil’ cannot mean ‘to abolish’, as they are
contrasted. It remains authoritative “until heaven and earth pass away” (verse
18). So although the old covenant is no longer in force, the Old Testament (Law
and Prophets) continues to be the rule for the Christian in the new covenant.
Similarly, Ephesians 2:14-16, refers to the ending of the old covenant with Israel
that separated Israel from the rest of mankind. Yet its continuance as the moral
standard, now applied to the new covenant situation, is affirmed later in the
letter as Paul appeals to the fifth commandment (6:2-3).




4. Isthe Sermon on the Mount a new law? What does Jesus mean in Matthew
5:21-48 by the contrast, “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ... But
I say to you” (verses 21 & 22, etc.). Is Jesus giving new teaching in contrast to
Moses, or is He giving the true interpretation of Moses? NCT claims that Jesus
is a new lawgiver with higher commands. How do we answer this? We point
out that the contrast is not between Jesus and Moses, but between Jesus and the
Pharisees (verse 20). In the first part of the contrast Jesus gives what the
Pharisees said; in the second part He gives his own teaching, the true meaning
of the law of Moses. For example, the Pharisees had limited the committing of
adultery to the act itself. Jesus traces the sin back to the inner person. The law
of Moses does the same. The tenth commandment states, ““You shall not covet
your neighbour's wife” (Exodus 20:17, see also Proverbs 7:25). Similarly in
Matthew 6:1-18 Jesus contrasts true righteousness with the hypocrisy of the
Pharisees, and not with the law of Moses.

5. What is the identity of the moral law? By ‘moral law’ is meant law that
is common to all men, not just Israel. Some who support NCT state that the
moral law is all those of the Ten Commandments that were punished before the
giving of the law at Sinai. For them this at least excludes the fourth, the sabbath
commandment. They further claim that the Fourth commandment is the only
one not repeated in the New Testament. There is no exegetical basis for defining
the moral law in this way. Romans 2 from verse 12 refers to the law in reference
to both Jews and Gentiles. Jews have the law revealed to them, and Paul goes
on to reference some of the Ten Commandments — stealing, committing
adultery, idolatry (verses 17-24). Gentiles do not have this law revealed to them
in a written, nevertheless they have “the work of the law ... written on their
hearts” (verse 15). In the context this law is at least the Ten Commandments.

6. What in the Old Testament is binding on those in New Testament days?
NCT seems to have the principle that if something from the Old Testament is
not repeated in the New, then it is not binding. The more common, traditional,
principle, is that continuity between the old and new is assumed unless
rescinded (as in Mark 7:19). If the NCT principle were true then most of the
Old Testament would be irrelevant to the Christian, for example the book of
Proverbs. Very little of Proverbs is repeated in the New Testament! Further,
although it is true that the fourth commandment is not repeated directly as in
Exodus 20:8-11 in the New Testament, that does not mean it is not binding upon
us.




7. What is the place of Old Testament ethics for the Christian? If the NCT
teaching under 6 is true, then the Old Testament is not binding for New
Testament living. It is only what is in the New that is binding, that which Jesus
and His apostles taught. But all the 66 books of the Bible are the word of God
and are authoritative as properly interpreted. Jesus clearly taught that the whole
Old Testament had a place in His kingdom (Matthew 5:17-20). Paul stated that
the whole Old Testament is “profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction,
and for training in righteousness” (2 Timothy 3:16), that it was written for our
instruction (Romans 15:4).

8. Is New Covenant Theology new? What does our 1689 Baptist Confession
of Faith teach? Does it, as NCT claims, fail to see the difference between the
old and new covenants? It is true that the 1689, and the Westminster Confession
of Faith that it follows, clearly states that the Ten Commandments are the law
of God in both old and new covenants (19/5).

19/2 The same law that was first written in man’s heart continued
to be perfect rule of righteousness after Adam fell into sin, and
was given by God upon Mount Sinai in the form of ten
commandments, written in two tables. The first four
commandments constitute our duty towards God and the
remaining six our duty to man. The ten are known as the moral
law.

19/3 Besides the moral law God also gave to the people of Israel
ceremonial laws which served as types of things to come. They
fell into two main groups. In one group were rites, partly relating
to worship, which pre-figured Christ, His graces, actions,
sufferings, and the blessings He procured for us. The other group
contained a variety of instructions about moral duties. By divine
appointment all these ceremonial laws were to be observed, but
only until they were abrogated in New Testament days by Jesus
Christ, the true Messiah and only law-giver, who was empowered
by the Father to terminate them.

19/4 To the people of Israel God also gave sundry judicial laws
which applied as long as they remained a nation. The principles
of equity which appear in them are still valid, not because they
are found in Moses’ laws but in virtue of their unchanging
character.

19/5 Obedience to the moral law remains for ever binding upon
both justified persons and all others, and that in respect of the




actual content of the law, and also of the authority of God, the
creator, who is its author. In the gospel Christ in no way cancels
the necessity for this obedience; on the contrary He greatly
stresses our obligation to obey the moral law.

The Confession defines the ‘’moral law’ as the Ten Commandments (19/2). It
points out that our obligation to obey is stressed under the gospel of Christ
(19/5). Itrefers to other laws, ‘ceremonial laws’, now abrogated by Jesus Christ,
who is called the only law-giver (19/3). Further, there are ‘judicial laws’ which
were only for Israel as a nation, yet the just principles they embody remain valid
for the Christian. Therefore the Confession clearly recognizes the changes in
applications of the laws of the old covenant while at the same time upholding
their continuing validity for the new covenant Christian.

Why is all this important?

(1) What is the law for our obedience under the new covenant? This is vital for
Christian living. Being ‘under grace and not law’ does not mean we have no
law to govern our life as a Christian. Read Romans 13:8-10, 1 Corinthians 9:8-
9,21, 14:34, Galatians 5:14, 6:2, 1 Timothy 1:8. Is the law now only what of
the Old Testament is repeated in the New, plus the teaching of Christ? Or is it
the whole Bible properly interpreted, noting the changes brought about by the
coming of Christ? Is there a tendency for those who follow NCT to be lax about
obedience to law, not wanting to be ‘legalistic’?

(2) What should our attitude be to the Old Testament? Very little of the Old
Testament is repeated in the New, or even referred to. But it all remains the
word of God and thus totally authoritative. Proverbs speak to us directly today,
for example.

(3) Is the fourth of the Ten Commandments about the sabbath to be kept under
the new covenant? Sometimes it seems that this is what NCT is really about,
an opposition to the fourth commandment. It is true that some might be very
legalistic, ever talking about what cannot be done on the Sabbath. But the
misuse by some does not cancel the facts that one day in seven was set aside by
God as holy at creation (Genesis 2:2-3), that there was sabbath legislation before
Sinai (Exodus 16:22-30), and that Jesus never abrogated the sabbath. It remains
part of the law of the Ten Commandments and is to be joyfully kept for our
benefit and God’s glory. Are you as careful to keep this commandment as, say
the sixth, ‘Do not murder’?




COMMON QUESTION NO. 17  Keith Underhill

This series of Answers to Common Questions can be found as an A5 size leaflet
of 4 pages at https://www.trinity.or.ke in a format for printing and distribution.

IS THE DOCTRINE OF THE TRINITY REALLY
IMPORTANT?

The orthodox doctrine that has been held by the church since the early
centuries as in the Nicene Creed is being openly opposed. Some are
modalists, believing that the Father, Son and Spirit are only three
manifestations of one Person. Others are Arians, believing only the
Father is fully divine. Many more Christians are aware of what the
Church teaches but it is not something important to them and certainly
not practical.

In this booklet we pray the Lord will help us to show you that it is so
important that to deny it is to deny the Christian faith. Is it important? |
will give five reasons.

1. YES, because the Bible clearly teaches that the one God exists in three
separate Persons, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Everything
revealed in the Bible is true and is therefore of practical value. First, by
worshipping God as three Persons we worship Him as He really is and
not as a god of our imagination. The Bible teaches that the Father is God
(1 Corinthians 8:6), the Son is God (John 1:1,18, 5:18, 10:33, 20:28), and
the Spirit is God (Acts 5:3,5). What is the relationship between these
three? They are separate but equal Persons. The Catechism says: ‘There
are three persons in the Godhead, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
and these three are one God, the same in essence, equal in power and
glory.” They are Persons because they do things only persons do, and
they relate as persons to each other. For example, the Father sent the
Son; the risen Lord sends the Spirit. All three are present at the same
time when Jesus was baptized (Matthew 3:16-17), so they must be
separate. It is into the one divine name that disciples are to be baptized
(Matthew 28:19); they are three, yet one God. Then the benediction is
pronounced in the name of the three as equals (2 Corinthians 13:14).

When we give up the Trinity as a truth, we embrace error. Jehovah’s
Witnesses, for example, have a low view of Christ as a created being, and
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the Holy Spirit as an impersonal force. Oneness Pentecostals view the
Father, Son and Spirit as the same Person manifested in various ways
(like a man who is a husband, father and employee). There can be no
meaningful relationship between as it is only one person.

2. YES, because unless the three Persons are each fully God then our
salvation is impossible. Each of the Persons has a vital role in our
salvation, and that role can only be fulfilled by One who is fully God.
The Father elects and predestinates. The Son becomes man and redeems.
The Spirit regenerates and indwells. Neither the Father nor the Spirit
redeem, only the Son. The Son does not elect, but is given the chosen
ones by the Father. The Spirit does not become a man. If the Son is not
fully God how can He be the mediator between God and man? If He is
not God He cannot represent God; and if He is not man He cannot
represent man. For His death to have infinite value He must be God. For
Him to be a substitute for sinners He must be man. This is why we refer
to Him as the God-man. If the Spirit is not God how can He give us
spiritual life, indwell us, and raise us from the dead? Read Ephesians
1:3-14 for a summary of these trinitarian blessings. The Father blesses
us in the Son (3). The Father choses us in Christ and predestines us
through Him (4-5). The Son redeems (7). The Spirit is the seal, the
guarantee of our inheritance (13-14).

3. YES, because if God is only one Person then He cannot believe that
“God is love”. If God is only one person and not three then He existed
alone from the beginning until He made the first persons, Adam and Eve.
How can He possess those attributes of relationship such as love if He is
alone? Love necessitates another person to be loved. Yet in His prayer
in the Garden, our Lord refers to the love the Father had for Him before
the foundation of the world (John 17:24). Jesus often refers to this pre-
creation relationship — He came to do the will of the Father who sent him,
to save all the Father had given Him (e.g. John 6:38-39). It is suggested
that in Islam, because God is viewed as a ‘monad’ (one person), there is
a great emphasis on power and submission, rather than love. It is the
perfect relationship within the Trinity that ultimately structures our
relationships. As the Father and the Son are one in a perfectly loving
relationship, so we are to be one (John 17:21-22). The love the Father
has for the Son is to be in us (verse 26).




4. YES, because our worship must be Trinitarian. We come to the
Father, through the Son, and by the Holy Spirit (Ephesians 2:18). We
must worship each Person of the Godhead according to how the Bible
reveals their relationship with each other. We must not worship One at
the expense of the other. In our hymns, many only refer to God.
Relatively few have something about the Spirit. In Grace Hymns, the
section on the Work of God the Father in Redemption is so short
compared with the section on God the Son. There must be a Biblical
balance in our worship. We do this by enjoying communion with each
person of the Trinity in their respective roles in our salvation. Read John
Owen on Communion with God at https://www.monergism.com.

5. YES, because it is the only way we explain a world that is full of

diversity in unity. The Trinity is mysterious to us. We can hardly begin

to understand how there can be one God, and three Persons who are God.

We could understand if there were three gods or just one person. In the

same way the world is full of diversity and yet it is also united in

harmony.

e All colours are made up of the seven primary colours.

e Many musical instruments play different notes at the same time in an
orchestra, blending together into one glorious sound.

A husband and wife are two separate persons yet they become ‘one’ in

the marriage relationship.

Questions.

(1) Jesus said, “The Father is greater than I’ (John 14:28) so how can He
be equal with God? He was speaking as the God-man who had submitted
Himself to His Father for our salvation (see also Philippians 2:6-7)

(2) Jesus said He does not know the time of His return (Mark 13:32). He
is truly and fully a man. As man He felt tiredness and died, neither of
which can be true of God. As man He was dependent upon revelation
and so did not know all things.

(3) Is the Holy Spirit really a person? In some older Bibles the pronoun
used for the Spirit is ‘it’ and not ‘He’ as if He is not a Person. This is
because in Greek the gender of the word translated Spirit is neuter. But
the Spirit is always presented as One who does things only a person can
do, e.g. teach, be grieved.
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THE LIFE OF DAVID (12)

Keith Underhill

This study continues our examination of the life of David, as found in 1 & 2 Samuel.
This #12 is so relevant to our consideration of the doctrine of sin. While the history
is the foundation of our study, our concern is to find out what the Lord is saying to
us today about our Lord Jesus Christ to whom the whole Old Testament points.

DAVID’S SIN OF NUMBERING THE PEOPLE
(2 Samuel 24)

In this last major event to be recorded of David’s life we see him again
overtaken by sin. Don’t shut your eyes, thinking this is mere repetition. These
lessons about sin, its punishment and forgiveness, need repetition, for we are so
slow to learn, and too quick to forget. This is why they are recorded in Scripture.
Consider that this is not David in the flush of youth but one with long-standing
and mature in the faith.

1. SIN WILL NOT GO UNPUNISHED (24:1)

The nation of Israel had sinned but that sin had not yet been punished. God’s
anger was therefore aroused, probably as the result of the two rebellions against
David as the Lord’s anointed, that of Absalom (ch. 15), and Sheba (ch. 20).
Why did God not immediately rain down judgement? It is obviously not
because He did not know, or because He was unable. It is rather an evidence of
the riches of God’s kindness and patience so bring sinners to repentance (so
Romans 2:4). How many people use God’s patience as if He will never judge
so that it becomes a reason to ‘enjoy’ sin as they put God from their mind (Psalm
50:21-22, Ecclesiastes 8:11). Have you considered that in the delay God is
actually storing up wrath, and that one day it will fall on you if you do not repent
(Romans 2:5)? God has full knowledge, a perfect memory, and is a righteous
judge (Romans 2:6). Do not be like Noah’s generation who scoffed and
ultimately perished (see 2 Peter 3:3-7). We warn our children not to play near
the dam where many have drowned. So don’t play with the judgement of Gid
from which there is no appeal. Flee from sin as from sure destruction.




2. THE SPECIAL DANGER OF THE SIN OF TRUST IN
MAN (24:2-9)

It may seem strange, but God punished Israel through a serious failure on
David’s part. Note that both the Lord and Satan were involved in David’s
failure (see the parallel account in 1 Chronicles 21:1ff.). It was Satan who
tempted David to sin, for God never tempts anyone. God permitted it to fulfil
His holy and wise plan, just as Satan accused Job and was allowed to tempt him
(Job chapters 1 & 2). Satan is indeed a roaring lion, but on a leash! Don’t be
afraid, for he cannot destroy you. But the Lord does use him and we must
beware of his tricks.

What exactly was David’s sin as he commanded for a census to be taken of the
people of Israel and Judah? There was nothing wrong with the act of numbering
the people itself. This is something Moses had done (Numbers chapters 1 &
26). But unlike for Moses, David had no command from God to do this.
Further, no attempt was made to collect ransom money according to the
instructions of Exodus 30:11-16. This signified that the people were God’s
people only through purchase, through redemption.

Why did David number the people? The interest was in the number of “valiant
men who drew the sword” (verse 9). We learn that those below 20 years of age
were not numbered (1 Chronicles 27:23-24). Obviously the census was taken
to assess the military strength of the kingdom. David wanted to know the
strength and glory of God’s people, and thought it consisted in a numerically
strong fighting force! “Cursed is the man who trusts in man and makes flesh
his strength, whose heart turns away from the LORD” (Jeremiah 17:5, see also
2 Chronicles 32:7-8, Psalm 20:7, 33:16-17). What a subtle sin this is although
there are so many encouragements to trust in the Lord. Remember Gideon who
‘army’ was whittled down from 32,000 to just 300! In the church how easy it
is to think just of numerical strength, financial ability, influential people, when
we think of doing what God has commanded. This is the world’s way. Let us
never forget that our God is able to do what He has promised. This was surely
what was in Joab’s mind when he expostulated with the King (verse 3, see 1
Chronicles 27:23). The Lord will always supply what we need when the time
arrives.

3. THE AWFUL CONSEQUENCES OF SIN (24:10-17)

David confessed his sin and sought forgiveness, but still punishment must be
poured out on Israel. David has wanted to count Israel, so God determined to
reduce their number. Of the three alternatives given by the Lord to David he




wisely chose that which came directly from the Lord, knowing the greatness of
His mercy (verse 14). ... the mercy of the wicked is cruel” (Proverbs 12:10).
So David was bold to please with God that Jerusalem be spared (verse 17).
Nevertheless, 70,000 perished. That is how wicked it is to trust in man, for both
king and people. If you spend your life trusting man, not the Lord, what
consequences do you expect? (2 Thessalonians 1:8-9). Will you trust in your
own efforts, your supposed goodness, when you have at the same time refused
to follow Christ? Meditate not only on the certainty, but also on the awful nature
of the punishment.

4. JUDGEMENT UPON SIN IS ONLY STOPPED
THROUGH SACRIFICE (24:18-25)

David’s humble confession, and his willingness to suffer instead of Jerusalem
(verse 17), was not sufficient. Yes, such prayer must be present, taking all the
blame, and offering no excuses. There must also be a sacrifice, a substitutionary
victim (verse 25). We must seriously consider why David’s pleas to God were
not enough, and the plague was only stopped when sacrifice was offered. When
we have sinned before God, does He have an obligation to accept our
repentance? Can repentance, an acknowledgement that we are guilty, make up
for the sin committed? In a human court, will a magistrate cancel your
punishment if you choose to plead guilty? No. The penalty must be paid. Either
you must pay it, or someone else on your behalf. So David must build an altar
and offer burnt and peace offerings and only then could the inhabitants of
Jerusalem be rescued from the plague.

e |t was for the very same reason that Christ had to die as the one effective
sacrifice for sinners. Do you have such an altar of sacrifice in your life? Better,
have you gone to the altar God built on Calvary (see Hebrews 13:10-12), and
there by faith placed your hands on the sacrificial Lamb, and cried out, “Lord,
accept your Son in my place and stop the judgement that | truly deserve. This
is the very sacrifice that you yourself has provided.” Without Christ, all your
groans of repentance, as necessary as they are, will accomplish nothing. This is
why we always urge you to flee to Christ who alone can give you shelter from
the storm of God’s judgement that you deserve on account of your sins.




ADMINISTRATION OF THE
ORDINANCES (1): BAPTISM  Murungi Igweta

Murungi Igweta is a Pastor with Trinity Baptist Church, Nairobi. In this article he
is continuing with his writing on aspects of the life and ministry of the local church.
He brings a welcome corrective in a day when many do not count the ordinances of
baptism and the Lord’s Supper as very important for them.

Many churches see baptism and the Lord’s Supper as a mystery. To many
Christians think that these practices are only a mark of their religion and
perhaps stamp some approval to their faith. They accept to be baptized just
because it is commanded in the Bible. But there is very little knowledge as
to its significance. These ordinances are rarely regarded as a means of grace,
but I hope to demonstrate that it is.

Very few churches fully understand the meaning of the Lord’s Supper — the
Roman Catholics and the Lutherans are too mystical to grasp its meaning.
The newer ones rarely, if at all, conduct the Lord’s Supper. When they
baptize, they are too engrossed in the outward that the biblical significance
of baptism is forgotten altogether.

Some churches have many other so-called sacraments like the Roman
Catholics have seven and yet some protestant churches have foot-washing
as an ordinance. But a practice is an ordinance if it was instituted by Christ
in His Word both by example and commanded to be observed by his church.

What are these ordinances of Christ? What is their significance? Why do we
need to administer them? What really happens when you enter the baptismal
pool (or river) or eat the bread and drink the cup during the Lord’s Supper?
Avre these sacraments or ordinances? Are there some more or they are only
two? We shall deal with the matter by a way of asking and answering
questions. Let us consider each of these questions:

1. How Many Ordinances?

The Lord Jesus Christ only ordained baptism and the Lord’s Supper as
lasting ordinances in the church. We shall only consider baptism for this
article and then in the next issue we shall consider the Lord’s Supper.
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2. What is the significance of baptism?

It should be observed that even though this is an outward practice it has
spiritual significance which must never be ignored. It has meaning and
significance both to the church (as a new individual is added to increase and
strengthen it) and to the world, as the person is no longer of the world but of
Christ in his body, the church, and most importantly to the person being
baptized. Baptism is a covenantal ceremony between God and the
individual, and the local expression of the body of Christ.

3. How is water baptism a means of grace?

Baptism is a means of grace to the person receiving it in at least five ways.
Baptism is to be unto the person being baptized,

1) A sign of his fellowship with Christ, in his death and resurrection.
(Romans 6:3-4)

2) The evidence of being engrafted to Christ and His body the church
(Acts 2:41)

3) An aspect of display of washing off of ones’ sins and of the
forgiveness of sins.?

4) A commitment of giving up self into God, through Jesus Christ.
Sinclair Ferguson writes of the significance of Jesus’ own baptism
by John to fulfill all righteousness thus, "Here already [Jesus]
indicates how He will become our Savior: by standing in the river in
whose waters penitent Jews had symbolically washed away their
sins, and allowing that water, polluted by those sins, to be poured
over His perfect being."

5) A commitment to live and walk in the newness of life (Romans 6:4)

Baptism is also a means of grace to the church witnessing it, in the
following ways:

1) The church is reminded of God’s power in their own conversion. This
strengthens our faith and assurance of it. Hopefully, this gives an
opportunity for improvement of each one’s baptism by living out its
implications.

3 Matt Ryman commenting on this in his article, Observing Baptism as a Means of Grace,
(https://www.ligonier.org/learn/articles/observing-baptism-means-grace) says, Remember that John the
Baptist said, "I have baptized [washed] you with water, but he will baptize [wash] you with the Holy Spirit"
( ). Here is the reason observing a baptism is a means of grace for the believer. As we watch the
pastor washing dirt off a person with water, it serves as a picture of Jesus washing our sin off of us with the
Holy Spirit. And our faith is the proof that Jesus has truly and permanently washed away our sin.

m
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2) Baptism demonstrates to the church of God’s continuing work of
salvation, among sinners. As each person is baptized, we are reminded
that God’s power for salvation and His saving grace have not been
depleted.

3) The church is encouraged to evangelize. It also does strengthen our
confidence to be effective witnesses of the gospel for we are more assured
of God’s power to save, as we seek more to be baptized.

4) It also provides an occasion for the church to sing the praises of our
Redeemer. As there is joy in heaven over one repentant sinner, there
ought to be joys on earth, in the church of Christ when His grace is
showcased in our midst to save. Thus it should be the most joyful moment
for the church.

As such, gospel ministers need to be careful to administer the ordinance
along with instruction from the Scriptures as to its significance both to those
being baptized and to the church.

4. Where did the Lord instruct baptism in the Scripture?

The Lord Jesus Christ set both example and gave a command. To set His
example the Lord was baptized. He was baptized by John the baptism in the
river Jordan (Matthew 3:13; Mark 1:9), where there was much water.

He also gave a clear command and instruction before he ascended to heaven
when He said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit...” (Matthew 28:18-19).

Clearly, from this text the Lord Jesus Christ instructed the church to
evangelize, make disciples of all nations. And these disciples are to be added
to the body of Christ through the waters of baptism in the name of the Triune
God.

5. Who are the proper candidates for baptism?

Baptism is to be administered upon believers only. There is conclusive
evidence from the New Testament that baptism is for professed Christians
and not infants of believers or any other member of a believer’s household
who is not converted:

1) The Great Commission is explicit that it is those who have been made
‘disciples’ who are to be baptized. Mark 16:16, makes it even clearer —
“whoever believes and is baptized will be saved...”




2) The New Testament example is clear that only after the people heard the
gospel preached to produce faith in Christ, since faith comes by hearing,
and had repented of their sins, that they were baptized. At Jerusalem, they
heard Peter preach, then they were ‘cut to the heart’ and then they were
required to ‘repent and be baptized’. (Acts 2:37). The order is obvious.
If one has not believed in Christ, or repented of their sins, on what basis
would they be baptized?

3) Baptism symbolizes union with Christ. Do you not know that all of us
who have been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death?
(Romans 6:3). Paul tells the Colossians, ... having been buried with him
in baptism, in which you were also raised with him through faith in the
powerful working of God.” Faith is necessary for union with Christ to
exist. Therefore, faith is a prerequisite for baptism.

These three points discounts infant baptism. These texts show that baptism
is a symbol of both the blessing of the gospel and the saving response (faith
and repentance) of the gospel. Passages that are cited to support infant
baptism stem from the understanding of divine covenant. Paedo-baptists
argue that the covenant with the parent, that is Abraham, included his seed
in three points:

i)  The covenant of grace belongs not to believers only, but also to their
children.

i) The covenant sign in the Old Testament was circumcision, which
was applied to children of believers, as well as, in certain cases, to
adults.

iili) The covenant sign in the New Testament is baptism, which has
replaced circumcision and should be applied to both believers and
their children.

We do embrace divine covenants as the primary way of God’s dealing with
his elect people. Thus, we embrace the unity of biblical revelation in both
testaments and even accept some relationship between circumcision and
baptism as symbols of admission into the covenant, because both are rites or
symbols. Yet they are not identical. But the main thrust of the argument for
infant baptism stems from the Old Testament and fails to pay much attention
to the New Testament. While it is true that there is continuity of circumcision
in baptism (Colossians 2:11), yet there is also a great deal of discontinuity.
For whereas the only requirement for circumcision was being close enough
with the blood line of Abraham, baptism symbolizes personal repentance
and forgiveness of sin as well as faith in Christ (these are marks of
regeneration) as the evidence of baptism, which itself is an outward




confession what has taken place in the heart. Thus paedo-baptists emphasize
the similarity, but we must also see the differences.

6. Has baptism substituted circumcision?

NO! It is not proper to equate baptism with circumcision. While
circumcision was only administered to male subjects, baptism is to be
administered to either gender, so long as there is profession of faith in Christ
and repentance of sin. If the new covenant is not identical with the old
covenant (Jeremiah 31:31-34 demonstrates the differences), how can
baptism be identical with circumcision? Moreover, the old covenant
adoption does not equal new covenant adoption if you read Romans 9:4 and
8:16. The new covenant adoption includes regeneration and indwelling of
the Holy Spirit, so that we cannot break the covenant as the Israelites did
who were not necessarily indwelt of the Spirit.

So while we admit that just as circumcision was a sign of old covenant
members so is baptism a sign of new covenant members. But baptism is only
to be administered to those who have the following marks of new covenant:
Know the Lord (Jeremiah 31:34)

Spiritually circumcised (Romans 2:28,29; Philippians 3:3)

Born of God (John 1:12, 13)

Belong to the spiritual nation (Israel of God) (Matthew 21:43;
Romans 9:6,7). These are the children of promise.

Therefore, baptism fulfills or confirms what circumcision required.

7. How is this ordinance of baptism to be observed?

A person who professes faith in Christ is to be immersed in the waters of
baptism in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit and in the
presence or witness of the church. Much water is needed for submersion or
immersion to be achieved realistically. The English Bible translators did not
supply English word, instead they transliterated or anglicized, the Greek
word, baptizo, which translated means, to dip or to immerse, to sink or to
submerge.

For immersion to take place there must be much water (John 2:23). The
word does not allow for sprinkling, or touching with water, or pouring of
water upon the candidate, which is practiced in some churches. Passing
under a flag will not do. Water must be used, and much water for dipping or
immersing a candidate for baptism to have taken place. Therefore John went
to river Jordan to baptize Jesus and others. When the Ethiopian Eunuch saw




water, he asked Philip, “See, here is water! What prevents me from being
baptized?” and Philip baptized him (Acts 8:36-38).

Such profession must be made publicly to the church. Initially, through
the church elders, who would establish its credibility and then recommend
the person to the church. The church witnesses by hearing and receiving the
testimony of the candidate and then witness the baptism as the person is
grafted. For we were all baptized into one body (1 Cor. 12:13). All New
Testament baptisms, except of the Ethiopian Eunuch, were done publicly.

Baptism must be in the name of the Triune God. The Great Commission
specifies that the person is to be baptized into the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit. This shows that baptism is the symbolic
identification and unification with God in covenant to God and thus become
a disciple of Christ, and part of his body, locally expressed in that local
church.

Baptism of one who has come to faith must not be unduly delayed. Thus,
baptism is to be done in the witness of the local church. It is conducted by
immersing the person who has professed faith in water, preferably by one of
the leaders of the church (1 Cor. 1:14,16. During the baptism, the person
being baptized is telling the world that he has now become a follower of the
Lord Jesus Christ. On the other, the one baptizing is adding his own
testimony that, from what he has seen and heard, this person’s profession of
faith is credible.

One must have been baptized in the Holy Spirit before water baptism.
Baptism symbolizes what has happened spiritually in the life of the new
convert. This is what Paul told the Romans:

“What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace may
abound? By no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it?
Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ
Jesus were baptized into his death? We were buried therefore with
him by baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised
from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in
newness of life.” (Romans 6:1-4).

This baptism is not water baptism but the Holy Spirit’s baptism—the
baptism into Christ’s death. This is the essence of what is signified by the
water baptism, with the Spirit regenerating sinners and bringing them to faith
in Christ. One is baptized into water with the understanding that he has
already been baptized by the Holy Spirit (i.e. has been regenerated). This is




what happens to everyone who becomes a Christian and it happens at the
point of their new birth. They die to sin. How does this happen? Just as Jesus
died to this world of sin, was buried, and rose again to the newness of life,
so also when you become a Christian you are united to Christ by the Holy
Spirit and this experience becomes yours. You too die to sin and are enabled
to walk in the newness of life. Therefore, a genuine Christian cannot
continue to live a life of sin after conversion.

Baptism is also the door into local church membership. The phrasing of
the Great Commission suggests this: “...make disciples of all nations,
baptizing them...teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you.”
(Matthew 28:18,19). Only after that does Jesus say they are to be taught to
obey everything that he has commanded. A life-long spiritual journey, being
part of a local church is began. We also see this in the book of Acts. Going
back to the day of Pentecost, when Peter had finished preaching, we are told,
“So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that
day about three thousand souls.” (Acts 2:41).

Baptism is not essential to salvation. The only basis and foundation of our
salvation is faith in Christ alone, who lived for our righteousness; died to
pay the penalty for our sins and was raised for our justification. Nothing can
be done to add or subtract from that by works of ‘human righteousness’.
Those who die without being baptized, like the dying thief on the cross with
the Lord, will still have eternal life. The Lord promised him, “Today you will
be with me in Paradise.” Even though he was not baptized. Yet, it was only
one so that we are not presumptuous.

Baptism is important for a Christian for it is the first act of obedience by
someone who claims that Jesus has now become his Master and Lord. Itis a
means of grace as we are baptized into Christ. It is an indication of a new
commitment to walk in the newness of life. Therefore, a Christian who
resists being baptized is living in disobedience and in rebellion, and it may
be that he is not really a Christian! Since this is a command of the Lord Jesus
Christ, why would you disobey Him? Why should you call Jesus Lord and
not do what he commands?




TROUBLE-SHOOTING MARITAL
PROBLEMS Murungi Igweta

This is the sixth of a series of articles on marriage matters.

Shepherding God’s flock is so beautiful. But it is not without thorns and thistles. How
beautiful it is to attend and officiate at weddings as a couple is obviously in love. But
after some months and years, familiarity starts to bread contempt and then fights ensues.
Over the last decade in my pastoral ministry, | have officiated at about 50 weddings and
done premarital counselling for even more. This experience (and my own marriage) has
helped to categorize various marital problems and my hope is that as these general
categories are identified, we shall negotiate through them with wisdom.

Most of the problems that affect marriage can be determined even before they happen!
With some experience we know areas that tend to be the storms that rock most
marriages. What is interesting to note is that these problems, if well addressed will help
many marriages weather storms of life. These problems are a result of the fall into sin
by our first parents — Adam and Eve. The original sin is more often underrated but its
effects are the watermark of every marriage certificate.

These storms are commonly called fights. But | prefer to call them, peculiar or
unpleasant providences that the Lord uses for the sanctification of our souls. It is what
William Cowper calls frowning providence in his hymn, God Moves in Mysterious
Ways. Peculiar providences in believers like sicknesses, can be navigated successfully
where these problems are the under control of our Captain, the Lord Jesus Christ.

What problems are these? They can be categorized into about four — communication
difficulties, financial struggles, relatives, and sexual matters. We shall address the first
and then the next three will be dealt with in the next issues.

COMMUNICATION

Most of the problems in marriage stem from poor communication skills. Couples tend
to be between the two extremes of blowing up and shutting down. There are those who
when they are upset tend to clam up so that you would not know what they are thinking,
and you do not know what they are going to do! It feels very awkward as one feels like
he/she is walking on eggshells. Not talking cannot solve any problem. Bursting into
flames of anger cannot solve any problem — in fact it is likely to make a bad situation
worse. We must learn from the Scriptures (not from the world) on how we are to
communicate with each other.

There are several principles in communication:




1) Learn the other person beforehand

Before getting married, seek to know and understand the person you are marrying.
One of the things that | do with couples that are getting married is give them a
communication sheet, which gives a long list of various things that they should talk
about and seek the other person’s opinion and convictions. Where there are areas of
disagreements or agreements and note them and seek a middle point in understanding.
The Lord tells us in his word that “A fool takes no pleasure in understanding, but only
in expressing his opinion.” (Proverbs 18:2). This is because in everything the prudent
acts with knowledge, but a fool flaunts his folly (Proverbs 13:16). It is thus necessary to
seek to understand the person you wish to marry beforehand. In this is wisdom.
Commenting on the first verse above, Charles Bridges says, a fool’s desire is to pour
out his own frivolity, to come abroad from public observation, that his heart’s desire
may discover itself — an humiliating discovery, indeed, at once of the scantiness of his
knowledge and the vanity of his mind.*

Seek understanding as you deal with your spouse, give them the opportunity to express
their opinion and conviction, and in so doing you will show affection and be able to act
in understanding and knowledge, lest you flaunt your folly. How much do you know
about your spouse? Do you know his likes and dislikes? What are his/her heart’s desires,
aspirations and ambitions? Study your beloved and delight in him/her with knowledge
and understanding.

Invest time and effort to know them. If you read, Song of Solomon from 1:8 to 3:5,
you would notice that the groom and the bride spend a lot of time studying each other
and are able to say certain things about each other that are only true because there has
been deliberate investment in seeking to know and revealing certain information to the
other person. At some point the bride says, “I sought him whom my soul loves... in the
streets and in the squares... [ will seek him whom my soul loves... I held him, and would
not let him go... (Song of Solomon. 3:1,2,4). This should be our attitude.

The Lord has given a very hardy pastoral counsel in the book of James 1:19-20 - Know
this, my beloved brothers: let every person be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to
anger; for the anger of man does not produce the righteousness of God. This is a passage
that need to be memorized so that we can get these clear principles:

2) Be quick to hear

It is very funny how people don’t listen to each other! You could have a couple arguing
over two different things and yet actually the agree but since they are not listening to
each other, they find themselves arguing. The Lord says, ‘be quick to hear.’ This is the
first instruction to us — in hearing, the adjective to describe our hearing is quick. That
is, fast and ready and eager to hear, without objections. This exhortation given to us —
be quick to hear is not just addressing our physical ears but also that the Lord may open
up your heart to receive what you hear. This passage concerns itself in how you hear —
you perceive, and you accept and do.

4 Bridges, Charles, Proverbs, Edinburgh, Banner of Truth Trust, p. 281




3) Be slow to speak

Learn first to listen before you speak. Make sense of what you heard before speaking.
This moratorium on speaking is very common in this book and in Proverbs. For we
often, speak too much. But why is it that the Lord gave us one mouth and two ears — to
speak less and ear more! Yet, for many have learnt an instinct of irrational objecting to
everything and anything you hear before making sense of it. You place yourself in a
pedestal of ‘I know more and better!’

Speak the truth. Don’t exaggerate. Speak the truth in love. Don’t speak to injure but
speak to build. Even when you rebuke and admonish, do so gently. Care for the feelings
of your spouse. Don’t always attack and injure. Rather speak to restore and to heal.

It is necessary to gauge the appropriate time to speak. Don’t speak in anger, but don’t
keep quiet forever! Sometimes we need to keep quite (but say to your spouse that you
are deliberately keeping quite for a purpose) and that at the appropriate time you would
deal with the matter.

When you speak, weigh your words carefully — lest you offend or provoke the other
person unnecessarily. Keep from such words that are generally conclusive such words
as never and always. “You always come later because you never love or even care for
me!” Such accusation can only be at best an exaggeration, and it will make a bad
situation worse.

4) Be slow to be angry

Don’t took quickly irritated as to be upset and angry by what your spouse says.
Remember that love is patient and kind, love does not envy or boast, it is not arrogant
or rude. Love does not insist on its own way;, it is not irritable or resentful... love bears
all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. (1 Corinthians 13:4-
7). Be slow to be angry with your wife or husband.

You need to be patient out of your covenant love to him/her. See the best. Hear the best.
Give the best. Do the best for your spouse. Think the best not the worst of your spouse.
They care and love you — he/she married you to prove it!

Why are we to be quick to hear and slow to speak and slow to be angry with our spouses?
The reason is that the anger of man does not produce the righteousness of God. In other
words, we cannot please God by emotional outburst — neither can we please our spouses!
We must not justify anger even though we may think it is accomplishing God’s own
ends of retribution. Not that all anger is sinful, but the fact is the anger of man cannot
and does not please God. No unwise, rash or angry speech is going to get approval from
God, and therefore God condemns unrighteousness and unjustified anger.

5) Respond graciously

Do you know what determines the direction a certain conversation will take? It is not
so much the first person to speak — rather it is the one responding. The Lord instructs
us, “A soft answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger.” (Proverbs15:1).
Gary Brady in his exposition of Proverbs has a few conversations between people to
illustrate this truth;




‘Why didn’t you wake me?’ screams Max, late again. “You need the rest, dear,’ replied
Martha. ‘I’ll put the shower on for you; there’s coffer on the table. I’ll take you to the
station.’ This gentle answer will turn away Max’s maximum wrath!

Your gentle, humble response is very important in changing the course of a discourse
that was going southward, because a soft answer turns, or change the course of
otherwise wrath and anger. Yes, a soft answer will even break a bone (Proverbs 25:15)
and as it takes the bone in a different direction. This is well illustrated by the story of
David, Nabal and Abigail. Abigail’s soft, gentle, considerate, and reasonable answer to
David turned away his wrath from Nabal, her husband. Paul tells the Ephesian church
not to let any corrupting talk come out of their mouths, but only such as is good for
building up, as fits the occasion, that it may give grace to those who hear. (Ephesians
4:29). We have been called to a life of pursuing peace with all men... without which no
one will see the Lord (Hebrews 12:14). Surely, we should pursue peace with those who
are near and dear to us too, shouldn’t we?

Always learnt to evaluate your progress. When you have gone through a difficult time
in your marriage and by God’s grace you have overcome, don’t just sweep it under the
carpet. Look for a time when the heat of the moment is gone, and the embers of anger
have died, to see if you knew what you now know, whether you would have acted
differently. If there were misunderstanding, how did you come to understanding. If there
was wrong done, was there humility and apology and forgiveness? Be quick to forgive
each other just as the Lord has forgiven you. Don’t harbour resentment and bitterness
against your spouse (Hebrews 12:15) and this is one of the ways you will keep your
marriage bed holy and undefiled.

In Conclusion

We must never treat our own spouses worse than we would treat strangers, or even other
people we know. Love for our spouses should cause us to deal with them kindly, gently,
graciously, and most tenderly, seeing that the Lord has placed them in our lives for our
sanctification. Your wife teaches you how to talk and should stop you from talking
crudely and unkindly. Your husband should listen in love and stop you from talking in
love when your talk is not seasoned with grace. This is how we became agents for our
spouse’s sanctification. If you let them continue to speak in a wrong way to you, they
are likely to speak in the same way to your children and to your relatives and your
neighbours and everyone. Thus rebuke those who speak in a manner that is not befitting
a Christian. Therefore, let your speech always be gracious, seasoned with salt, so that
you may know how you ought to answer each person (Colossians 4:6) and especially
your spouse.

5 Brady Gary, Heavenly Wisdom, Proverbs Simply Explained, Darlington, EP, p.417.




MY SALVATION STORY  Esther Khatenje Luseno 6

I was born and raised in a family where only my mother was Christian, my dad
wasn't. Through God's help, my mum was determined to raise us in a godly way
and because of this, | had some knowledge about God from that early age.
Growing up, it was easy to profess | was a Christian just because | was raised
in such a family. My other source of confidence was in how much good | was
able to do and how much evil I had managed to avoid. But in later years, | ended
up living a careless, sinful life. These really humbled me. | was led to despair
since | had tried so much and done so much to feel accepted and loved by God,
only to realize that nothing | did could fill that emptiness or could make me
whole. Even the sinners’ prayer in itself could not change me. I sought baptism
as a solution but this too did not save me.

It was a miserable life. | had lost all hope of salvation and thought that | was
beyond being saved. But God being gracious and great in mercy, He found me
then, just after campus. This happened through God convicting me to leave
something that | really held dear yet was sinful. He put a desire in me to seek
Him. He also provided avenues for me to get to know Him in truth and through
studying His word and listening to His word being preached in church and later
the Biblical trainings I got in ministry at iServe Africa. He opened my heart to
begin to understand the gospel, that salvation is by grace alone through faith in
Christ Jesus and not by works. It was the best news that | have ever heard and
the Lord helped me to believe and repent of my sins. It brought so much peace
to my soul to know that a wretched sinner like me can be pardoned by only
looking to the cross and believing in the finished work of Christ.

The Lord was transforming my heart and changing my affections helping me to
love the things of God. He changed my attitude towards sin and gave me a great
hope that goes beyond the grave. He has helped me and is continuing to help
me to love His word and delight in it and the truths of the gospel through which
I have been growing and continue to grow daily in salvation. | pray that I will
bear much fruit in my pilgrimage, utterly dependent on God's grace.

I still have to kill sin everyday, but through His Spirit and by His grace, | am
being helped daily to pursue godliness and to live a godly life in response to this
great salvation. It has become clear to me, as days go by, that | cannot do
anything on my own, but only to rely on him as His word says. | trust that He
will keep me till that day when our Lord Jesus Christ will appear and that 1 will

6 Esther was interviewed for membership on the 5t of June 2022 and was baptized on the 12th June at Trinity
Baptist Church, Donholm.




be found in Him, for it's ultimately dependent on Him who is faithful and able
to keep us.

My journey towards getting saved has been entirely by the grace of God. It can
only be the work of a sovereign God, and | am forever grateful and give all glory
to him. Many a times as | continue to be aware of the gravity of my sin, | am
tempted to despair. Many times | ask the question as sang in one hymn, "Why
should I gain from his reward?" But this is the truth that comforts my soul, "I
cannot give an answer, but this | know with all my heart, his wounds have paid
my pardon."

This is how | summarize it all, "Grace found me, Grace saved me, Grace keeps
me, Grace will lead me safely home..." In Christ alone my hope is found and he
alone is my confidence. May God through Christ Jesus receive all the glory and
praise. Amen.
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NEWS & REPORTS
Passion for Missions Conference 2022

This year’s Easter weekend was a buzz of activity as usual at Trinity Baptist Church,
Donholm. Our unique way of celebrating Easter is by gathering to be fired up on
missions and in so doing, in a small way, learn how to be filling up what is lacking
in Christ’s afflictions for the sake of his body, the church (Colossians 1:24).

This year’s conference theme was Evangelism. David Woollin came from Grand
Rapids Michigan, where he serves as one of the elders at Grace Immanuel Baptist
Church.

The conference began with the opening message, “Do not be Ashamed of the
Gospel!” an exposition of Romans 1:16 & 17 by Murungi Igweta. David Woollin
took six messages where he began by an exposition of Matthew 23:37-39
demonstrating the compassion of Jesus on sinners, and His willingness to save. Yet
we need to know that the Lord will judge those who are unrepentant and thus we
should endeavour to tell them of the good news of how they can escape from God’s
wrath to come. The hope is Jesus, who lived to secure God’s righteousness having
been born under the law and died to pay the penalty due to us for our sins, and was
raised for our justification. It is this Christ whom we proclaim as the only hope for
sinners.

In the second session, he sought to answer the question, What is the Gospel? from
John 3:1-21. He asked the question, Why do we need a rescuer? And he indicated
that the greatest problem is sin, which makes every sinner guilty before God and
thus liable to divine judgment of death and curse. But the greatest motivation for
sharing the gospel is the love of God and the love of men. The next question was,
How are we rescued? It is only through believing in Jesus Christ and not depending
on our own good works. Then finally, what is the result? It is that the greatest
promise ever given by God, that is eternal life, which is realized by grace is received
and the greatest tragedy any man may suffer, that is, eternal death is escaped.

In the third session he addressed the free offer of the gospel. He gave a very
balanced Biblical position of both God’s love and God’s justice which are friends
that never need to be reconciled. He told us of God’s electing love before the
foundation of the world and that God’s special love is only to the elect. Does God
love the non-elect? God’s attitude to the elect is not love, even though his common
grace to them in giving them breath, rain, sunshine, food and all other things
necessary for living may suggest love. God has expressly said, “Jacob I have loved
and Esau I hated.” This shows that God’s love is upon the elect because the ultimate
end of the reprobates is eternal death. Yet we proclaim the gospel to all, we invite
them all to Jesus Christ, and whoever calls upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.




His fourth session dealt with the authentic gospel from 2 Corinthians 7:2-13 which
is a loving warning to repent for salvation since there is a deadly selfish sorrow
which leads to death.

Session 5 was on evangelism in church history where he gave short biographical
sketches of Peter Waldo and the Waldenses, John Wycliffe and the dawn of
reformation and John Hus of Bohemia. He then spoke about evangelism and
doctrine from the 16™ century Reformation and the Puritans in his last session.

All these messages will be aired on the TBC You-Tube Channel and Facebook page
every Monday at 7.00 p.m. beginning 23" May 2022.

We had about 100 attending from around the country and a few brethren from
Nigeria, including two pastors of Sovereign Grace Bible Church, a church planter
from Tanzania, a pastor from South Africa and a host of saints from Kenya.

Next year’s conference is on the theme of salvation. We shall be dealing with the
order of salvation (election, calling, justification, sanctification and glorification).
We shall begin making this known soonest on our website and social media. We
also look forward to seeing you next year!

Meaty Forum

We also held the April Meaty Forum on the Good Friday evening. It was the largest
and most international group of panellists we have ever had! We had David
Woollin, Nico Van Zyl, a pastor at Birchleigh Baptist Church (Kempton Park,
Johannesburg, South Africa), Simon Patilo (Dodoma Reformed Baptist Church,
Tanzania), Osinachi Nwoko and Osagie Azeta (pastors of Sovereign Grace Bible
Church, Lagos Nigeria) and our very own Eric Abwao and Murungi Igweta.
Dominic Kabaria was moderating. The subject was ‘Aspiring to the Gospel
Ministry’. Many have written back to say how much they were helped and some are
now openly confessing that they believe the Lord is calling them to the gospel
ministry. The two hours interactive panel discussion can be accessed here —
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RPt8-3CoDUE

The next two few forums will be dealing with the whole matter of Christian and
politics in light of the forthcoming general elections in Kenya.

Dine & Listen

Every year, TBC hosts two evangelistic dinners — May and November. TBC church
members are encouraged to invite their relatives, colleagues from work and school
as well as friends and acquaintances to this two hour event, usually held at the TBC
Donholm premises. This year’s dinner was so well attended as members brought so
many new people. Michael Maura, pastor of Bethesda Baptist Church, Tassia,
preached from Acts 16:25-34 on the conversion of the Philippian Jailor. We pray
that the Lord may bring his elect to faith in Christ out of the gospel proclaimed. We
look forward to the November dinner, which will be held on the 11t of November



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RPt8-3CoDUE

and the speaker will be Oliver Allmand-Smith, pastor of Trinity Grace Church
near Manchester.

Our desire and prayer is that the Lord may help us to be motivated to double our
efforts at evangelizing, the motto of TBC Nairobi for 2022. We should take the
Great Commission seriously and seek to make Christ known to our relatives (close
and distant), our friends, our colleagues at work and at school and all our
acquaintances may come to the knowledge of truth which accords to godliness. May
the Lord help us.

GRACE REFORMED

BAPTIST CHURCH RUIRU

We are pleased to announce a new church reformed Baptist church in Ruiru
town. Members of TBC Donholm who live in that general area (Thika Road,
Kahawa Wendani, Sukari, Kahawa West, Ruiru, Kimbo, Juja, etc. have come
together to begin this new church.

The first worship
service will be |GRACE REFORMED
conducted on 31 BAPTIST CHURCH RUIRU
July 2022 at 4 — —
pm. They will
continue to the
sending church on
Sunday mornings
up to the end of

Ruiru Town

August when
morning services
will begin. Membly Estate

Location Map:

Nairobi
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